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<Ocalan escapes murder attempt 9 

BONN (R) — A German magazine reported on Saturday the 
eaSed leader of a Kurdish rebel group figbdng for autonomy from 
Turkey had narrowty escaped an attempt on his l'rfe at his home in 
D amaacus. -CStiDg unidentified German security sources, the news 
weekly Focus Said a bomb went off in the Damascus flat of 
Abdullah Ocalan, the leader of the banned Kurdish Labour Parly 
(FKK), last Tuesday. Focus said the Kurdish guerrilla leader had 
used the flat in the put to meet other officials of the PKK. banned 
as a terrorist organisation in Turkey and also outlawed in 
Germany. Mr. Ocalan was not there at the time of the blast, it said 
in an advance issue of the report which is to be pubis hed on 
Monday. There were no indications as to who was behind the 
attack. Mr. Ocalan last week renewed threats against Turkish 
tourist resorts, saying in a German television interview his 
guerrillas were already heading for them to stags attacks. The 
PKK dedared a unilateral ceasefire in its 12-year guerrilla war with 
the Turkish army in December but threatened to renew hostilities 
if attacked. 
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Plane with 112 aboard goes down in Miami 

MIAMI (AP) — A plane with about 112 peop'e on board 
crashed just west the Miami International Airport on 
Saturday, a television station reported. The DC-9 jediner 
lost contact with the Miami International Airport tower 
around 2 p.m. (1800 GMT) Sunday. WSVN reported. The 
plane, which belonged to Valujet Airlines, was headed 
from Adanta to Miami, the station said. Flight 592 went 
down about 13 kilometres northwest Of Miami Internation- 
al Airport, WSVN reported. Aerial pictures showed what 
happened to be pieces of the jetliner spread over an 
inaccessible region of the Florida Everglades. The Federal 
Aviadon Administration in Adanta could not immediately 
be reached. The Miami International tower also couldn't 
be reached. 
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Holiday declared 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim A1 
Kabsriti issued a directive on 
Saturday declaring all minis- 
tries and departments will 
observe an official holiday 
May 18 on the occasion of the 
new Hijra year. 

Assad meets 
Saudi envoy 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian 
President Hafez AI Assad on 
Saturday met a senior Saudi 
Arabian military official who 
arrived in Syria on a pre- 
viously u nannounced visit, offi- 
cials said. They said Mr. 
Assad met Sbeikh Abdul 
Aziz Al Tuwaigri, deputy 
chief of the Saudi National 
Guard, at the presidential re- 
sort palace in the coastal city 
of Latakia, 350 kilometres 
north of Damascus. No de- 
tails were immediately avail- 
able about the talks. Saudi 
Arabia, which maintains 
dose ties with both the Un- 
ited States and Syria, played 
a major role in the convening 
of the Syrian-Israeli peace 
talks which began in 1991. 

Khaddam In Iran 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Syrian 
Vice-President Abdul Halim 
Khaddam arrived in Tehran 
Saturday for talks on bilateral 
and regional issues with Iran, 
Iranian radio reported. Mr. 
Khaddam told reporters at 
the airport that he would also 
discuss Israel’s latest “aggres- 
sion against Lebanon” last 
month. He was to meet later 
Saturday with Iranian Presi- 
dent Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Rafeanjani. The radio said a 
L e bane se delegation, headed 
by Deputy Premier and In- 
terior Minister Michel Mint, 
had also arrived on Tuesday. 
The Syrian and Lebanese 
officials are to attend inau- 
guration ceremonies Monday 
in northeastern Iran for a rail 
link completing the new “silk 
route” between China and 
Turkey. 
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leader of the Palestinian 
group Hamas to Israel, 
saying it was a breach- of 
international law which 
would trigger Muslim anger. 
“This illegal and wilful deci- 
sion violates the intematiotud 
convention on civil and poli- 
tical rights,” Foreign Minis- 
try spokesman Mahmoud 
Mohammadi charged. 
Washington was “duty- 
bound to observe these 
rales." A New York judge on 
Wednesday cleared the way 
for the extradition to Israel of 
Musa Abu Marzouk, head of 
the political office of Hamas. 
He was detained last year in 
New York. Mr. Mohammadi, 
quoted by Tehran Radio, 
warned that the decision 
would “intensify Muslim 
wrath towards both the Un- 
ited States and Israel. 

Settler’s rock hurts 
Palestinian woman 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — A Jewish settler drop- 
ped a stone from the second 
floor of a house in Hebron 
onto, a Palestinian woman 
walking below, on Saturday, 
witnesses and Israeli army 
radio said. Zahia Abu 
Snrineh, 40, who was walk- 
ing with her children in the 
Beit Hadassa settlement in 
the West Bank town, was 
taken to hospital and given 
two.stiches m her head. Ab- 
out .400 Jews live among 
more than 120,000 Palesti- 
nians in Hebron. 


Damascus Declaration 
to meet In July 

... MANAMA (AFP) — The 
u*f ^ foreign ministers of Egypt, 
it*. H c *nd the six Gulf Arab 


urt 1 ' 


state are to gather in the 
Omani capital Muscat in July 
for a meeting of their Damas- 
jus Declaration pact, the 
Gulf News Agency said 
Saturday. The Bahrainl- 
|lCt jin:* based news. agency did not 
I" 11 y pve m exact date for the 
ii - J |ueeting. The hast took place 
iiup" in Syria in December. 
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King highly satisfied 
with U.S. -Jordanian 
air training exercises 

Exercises have nothing to do with Iraq, 
HM says during visit to Azraq air base 


AZRAQ (Agencies) — His 
Majesty King Hussein made 
a field tour Saturday of the 
Azraq air force base on the 
final day of U-S-Jordanian 
war games in the desert and 
expressed high satisfaction 
over the exercises. 

King Hnssein inspected 
U.S. F-15 and F-I6 fighters 
which took part in exercises 
dubbed “Eager Tiger” at 
Azraq. 

They were part of sorties of 
a seven-day joint aerial drill, 
and the 34 U.S. combat jets 
will now restrict their mission 
to surveillance of a “no-fly 
zone” over southern Iraq. - 

“I am very satisfied with 
this exercise which have en- 
abled our pilots to get first 
hand know-how about soph- 
isticated technology.” King 
Hussein told reporters. “It 
was a wonderful opportunity 
to have people working 
together.'' 

The King stressed that the 
deployment of U.S. war- 
planes in Jordan was not 
directed against Iraq. “The 
exercise had nothing to do 
with Iraq.” 

Jordan has allowed U.S. 
jets to fly surveillance opera- 
tions over Iraq for the first 
time from its territory, and 
reporters were invited to a 
guided visit of this airforce 
base. 

“The U.S. is a friendly 
nation with which we con- 
ducted several military train- 
ing exercises in the past and 
this is one of the largest and 
one about which the Amer- 
icans themselves have ex- 
pressed satisfaction,” said the 
King during his visit to the 
Muwaffaq Salti air base here. 

"Our men are a real source 
of pride to Jordan and the 
exercise was a chance for 
them to improve their capabi- 
lities, and the results were all 
good,” added the King. 

In reply to a question the 
King said: “We have been 
conducting training with 
friendly nations for years. As 
to this exercise we have com- 
pleted more than half of It 


and it will end according to 
schedule.” 

Thirty four American 
planes and 1,100 U.S. service 
personnel are taking part in 
the exercise. 

“The joint exercise was for 
U.S. an opportunity to share 
professional knowledge in va- 
rious jobs,” said U.S. general 
Bill Looney, commander of 
the “ Airpower Expeditionary 
Force” in Jordan. 

‘The Jordanians are eager 
to learn about F-16s next 
year,” he said. 

Thirty-four U.S. jet fight- 
ers were deployed in Jordan 
on April 13 for surveillance 
of a “no-fly zone” over 
southern Iraq. 

After he was briefed on the 
joint exercise, the King slided 
into the cockpits of F-15 and 
F-16 fighters. King Hussein, 
an accomplished pilot, was' 
briefed by U.S. pilots on the 
traits of the two combat 
planes. 

Fourteen U.S. and Jorda- 
nian fighters lined up succes- 
sively on die tarmac, awaiting 
take-off under the watchful 
eye of King Hussein. 

Within seconds, grey F-16 
and F-15 combat planes 
trailed by a Jordanian forma- 
tion of green F-l $9 and 
French-built Mirage Is. 
zoomed low over the Azraq 
airforce base in the middle of 
the desert. 

Gen. Looney said U.S. 
squadrons make ro ughtly 10 
sorties per day over southern 
Iraq. “We launch a mission 
just about every day and It 
usually involves 10-plus air- 
craft," he told reporters. 

The missions will last until 
late June. 

The King meanwhile re- 
plied to a question concern- 
ing the status of Jerusalem 
and the holy places by saying 
that Jordan's stand vis-a-vis 
the city was explained to a 
press conference he held 
jointly with President Hosni 
Mubarak of Egypt in Cairo 
last week. 

• He said that Jordan does 
not support the idea of plac- 
ing the Holy Gty under the 


rule of a single country. 

“If we want to be realistic 
and settle this issue the holy 
places should have a special 
status because Jerusalem 
should rise above sovereignty 
of any nation and the city' 
should stand out as a symbol 
of peace for all followers of 
the monotheistic religions," 
King Hussein said. 

“The western sector of 
Jerusalem was ruled by Israel 
although we do not recognise 
this fact until the problem has 
been finally settled. The east- 
ern sector is an Arab sector 
under occupation. The issue 
will be settled in the final 
stage of the negotiations, 
which are conducted by the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation,” the King said. 

The King expressed hope 
that Jerusalem would serve as 
a symbol for die Palestinians 
and Israelis, ensuring their 
respective rights to the city. 

On the tripartite summit 
meeting to take place in 
Cairo Sunday between him- 
self and the Egyptian and 
Palestinian presidents, the 
King said: “We fully support 
the Palestinian brothers and 
we have no objective except 
to enable them to carry out 
their duty and regain their 
rights in their own home- 
land.” 

He said that the meeting in 
Cairo was within the 
framework of coordination 
efforts among the three lead- 
ers with regard to the 
ongoing developments m the 
region. 

On Lebanon he expressed 
hope that the Lebanese gov- 
ernment will regain its con- 
trol over all the Lebanese 
territories. 

On Iraq he said that Jor- 
dan, which has provided help 
to the Iraqi people more than 
any other party, wishes to see 
an end to the Iraqi people's 
suffering. 

The King was accompanied 
on the visit by Their Royal 
Highnesses Prince Faisal Ben 
Al Hussein and Prince Talal 
Ben Mohamamd. 


Arafat adds more ministers 
but postpones swearing-in 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat added three more 
ministers to his new cabinet 
Saturday, bringing the total 
to 29, but postponed a formal 
swearing-in ceremony until 
next week, officials said. 

A spokesman said the 
cabinet, named on Thursday, 
would draw up the govern- 
ment's programme to be sub- 
mitted to the next meeting of 
the elected Palestinian leg- 
islative council on Wednes- 
day in Bethlehem. 

Mr. Arafat's office haJ 
announced 26 members but 
added three more on Satur- 
day, Tayeb Abdul Rahim, 
general secretary of the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (PNA), told the official 
WAFA news agency. 

The cabinet was to be 
sworn in on Saturday but Mr. 
Arafat postponed the cere- 
mony until Wednesday's ses- 
sion of the 88-member legisl- 
ature. 

The Palestinian leader was 
continuing his consultations 
before deciding on the dis- 
tribution of portfolios, which 
were due to .be announced on 
Saturday. 

Mr. Abdul Rahim told 
AFP that the delay was be- 
cause Mr. Arafat had been 
“slightly sick,” but he turned 
up for the inaugural session 
of cabinet. 

Mr. Abdul Rahim said Mr. 
Arafat felt it was necessary to 


hold the first meeting of the 
new government despite “a 
bad personal situation," be- 
cause it followed the historic 
first assembly of the Palesti- 
nian National Council (PNC) 
in “the Palestinian home- 
land." 

The PNC convened two 
weeks ago and voted with a 
sweeping majority to annul 
clauses m the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
charter that called for Israel’s 
destruction. 

“It is necessary for us to 
have unity and work 
together,” Mr. Arafat told 
his new cabinet. 

Palestinian demands for an 
independent state, including 
the future of Jerusalem. Jew- 
ish settlements in Palestinian 
areas, and Palestinian re- 
fugees. 

The talks were launched in 
Egypt on May 5 and are 
expected to continue after 
the May 29 Israeli elections. 

“The new cabinet is re- 
flecting pluralism to a certain 
extent. It is based on suppor- 
ters of the peace process as 
well as various factions that 
are being coopted in a united 
front government for the 
second phase of the negotia- 
tions," said Manuel Hassas- 
sian, a political scientist at 
Bethlehem University. 

Cabinet member Jamil 
Tarifi said after the meeting 
that the new programmes will 
lay out the economic and 


political guidelines to “build 
our country" and the policy 
positions of the Palestinian 
PNA in the negotiations with 
Israel. 

Mi. Arafat told the council 
he would distribute the port- 
folios after his summit in 
Cairo on Sunday with Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak and King Hussein. 

A spokesman said all the 
mi nist era-designate were pre- 
sent Saturday except Imad 
Faluji. a former spokesman 
for the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) and the 
cabinet's only Muslim fun- 
damentalist, and Azaam AI 
Ahmad. 

The meeting was also 
attended by Mahmoud Dar- 
wish, a leading poet and for- 
mer member of the PLO 
Executive Committee who 
quit that body in 1993 in 
protest over Mr. Arafat’s 
peace agreements with Israel. 

Bashir Al Barghuti, one of 
the ministers, told journalists 
after the first session: "We 
discussed today the program- 
mes and the agenda of the 
new government. 

The government's prog- 
ramme is expected to focus 
on its handling of negotia- 
tions with Israel on a perma- 
nent settlement — the final 
stage of a peace process 
which will determine whether 
Palestinians are able to trans- 
late autonomy into state- 
hood. 



His Majesty King Hussein, a veteran pilot, on Saturday sits in the cockpit of an 
American jetfighter taking part in training exercises in Jordan (photo by Yousef 
Allan! 

Tripartite summit in Cairo today 
could be significant turning point 


From Sa'eda Kilani in Cairo 


HIS MAJESTY King 
Hussein arrives here today 
heading a high-level dele- 
gation to an JEgyptian- 
Palestinian-Jordanian 
summit meeting that is 
seen by officials here as a 
significant step towards 
better relations among the 
three parties. 

The summit, a culmina- 
tion of extensive diplo- 
matic efforts in the past 
few days, is expected to 
tackle regional coopera- 
tion, the Palestinian-Israeli 
final status negotiations 
and preparations for the 
Middle East and North 
Africa economic summit 
which will be held here in 
November. 

King Hussein. Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 


and Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat will today 
hold a closed-door 
meeting, which will be 
followed by an expanded 
session grouping senior 
officials from the three 
sides. 

Discussions will 
mainly concentrate on 
ways and the appropriate 
mechanism to implement 
decisions taken by the 
three leaders. 

"We hope the 
(Jordanian-Egyptian) rela- 
tionship will be improved 
and will continue to see 
improvement," an official 
here said. "We are not in 
competition (over any 
role) and we are willing to 
take part in joint efforts in 
the (Arab-Israeli) peace 


process. 

Jordanian-Egyptian rela- 
tions — which could be 
described as having been 
stagnant until a summit 
between King Hussein and 
President Mubarak last 
week following the suc- 
cessful meeting of a joint 
committee chaired by the 
prime ministers of the two 
countries have steadily, 
grown warm recently, es- 
pecially after the Israel 
blitz against Lebanon last 
month. The warmth in re- 
lations is expected to add 
"harmony" to the 
Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tionship that has become 
more tense in the past few 
weeks. 

"There were certain par- 
ties that provided wrong 

(Continued on page 7) 


Lebanon 

ceasefire 

meeting 

adjourns 

without 

accord 


WASHINGTON (Agencies | 
— Five-country talks failed 
on Friday to senle arrange- 
ments to monitor a ceasefire 
in Lebanon and the U.S. 
State Department said they 
would resume next Tuesday. 

After a three-hour meet- 
ing, department spokesman 
Nicholas Burns said in a brief 
statement that “the delega- 
tions made a very good start 
on working out the proce- 
dures for effective function- 
ing of the monitoring group. ’’ 

U.S. Middle East envoy 
Dennis Ross hosted the 
meeting of the Washington 
ambassadors of Israel, Leba- 
non, Syria and France at rhe 
State Department. 

The monitoring group 
would aim to prevent a re- 
peat of last month's heavy 
fighting between Israel and 
Iranian-backed Hizboilah 
guerrillas in South Lebanon. 

The group was called for in 
the April 27 truce negotiated 
by U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Chrisopher, whose 
shuttle diplomacy ended a 
17-day Israeli blitz in South 
Lebanon - 

The U.S. statement quoted 
Mr. Ross as reporting that 
Friday’s meeting “was con- 
ducted in a constructive 
atmosphere." 

“All the parties empha- 
sised their desire to put 
together an effective moni- 
toring group and all came 
prepared to discuss issues in a 
very practical way," the 
statement said. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Jordanians are largely satisfied with 
democratic reforms, but want more 

Opinion poll shows disenchantment with political 
parties, support for amendments to election law 


By Amy Henderson 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanians are 
satisfied with democratic re- 
forms in the country, but feel 
that progress towards a 
greater level of democracy 
may have receded over the 
past year, the results of a poll 
revealed Saturday. 

The poll also 
demonstrated that popularity 
of political Islam and of 
political parties in Jordan is 
on the decline. 

The survey, conducted by 
the Centre for Strategic 
Studies at the University of 
Jordan, is intended to assess 
and monitor trends in 


Jordanians' attitudes towards 
democracy, parliamentary life 
and political parties, the 
centre said. It is the third of 
its kind to be conducted by 
the centre since democratic 
initiatives were introduced to 
the country in 1989. 

Twelve hundred 
Jordanians polled rated 
Jordan's progress towards 
democracy on a scale of one 
to 10, ten being the most 
democratic that the country 
could be. 

The average rating was 
4.55. 0 slight decrease from 
4.83 in 1995 and 4.6 in 
1993. 

The poll also showed that 
of six civil liberties 


associated with democracy 
(freedoms of expression, 
press, demonstration, vigil 
and political party 
participation}, people felt 
free to exercise these liberties 
to varying degrees. 

For example. 17.2 and 
24.8 per cent said they felt 
there was a "great degree" of 
freedom in exercising the 
right to free expression and 
press respectively, but 20.5 
per cent and 13.3 per cent 
said that these rights do not 
exist. 

Roughly 45 per cent of 
those surveyed said that the 
freedom to demonstrate did 
not exist. Twenty-one per 
cent said that the freedom to 


belong to a political party did 
not exist, and 39 per cent said 
that the right to hold vigil 
also did not exist. 

Those polled 

demonstrated a sense of 
disenchantment with 
political parties, and their re- 
sponses to the survey showed 
that the utilisation of and par- 
ticipation in political parties 
as a means of political ex- 
pression was falling. 

"After looking at 1 lie 
trends indicated from these 
three surveys <1^93. 1995 
and 1996). we see that 
political participation isn't 
as substantial as we would 

(Continued on page 7t 


Peres urges Syria and 
Lebanon to talk peace 


MIDDLESBURG. The 
Netherlands (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres on Saturday called 
on Syria and Lebanon to join 
peace talks with Israel. 

Addressing a human rights 
honours award ceremony in 
the Netherlands via a satellite 
link from Israel, Mr. Peres 
s-.d the Middle East was in a 
phase o.' rapid transition. 

“After so many years of 
strife and enmity I would say 
to our neighbours who have 
yet to come to the table of 
peace, namely Syria and 
Lebanon: I dedicate this na- 
tion to the policy of die good 
neighbour. Come, let us 
talk.” 

Mr. Peres last week pulled 
out of personally attending 
the “Four Freedoms” award 
ceremony because of fresh 


turmoil in the Middle East 
following clashes between 
Israel and Hizboilah guerril- 
las in South Lebanon. 

The “Four Freedoms" — 
freedom of worship, freedom 
from want, freedom of ex- 
pression and freedom from 
fear — were set out in a 
speech to Congress by U.S. 
President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt in 1941. 

Medals representing the 
freedoms are awarded by the 
Netherlands-based Roosevelt 
Foundation in Middleburg, 
capital of the Dutch province 
of Zeeland. The Rossevelt 
family had finks with the pro- 
vince. 

Accepting the freedom 
from fear award, Mr. Peres 
said peace was within reach 

(Continued on page 7) 


Iraq envoy sees slight 
progress in oil talks 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — 
Iraqi negotiator Abdul Amir 
Al Anbari on Saturday saw a 
slight improvement in his oil- 
food talks at the United Na- 
tions, after an intervention by 
U.N, Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali. 

“We have made a lot of 
progress in negotiations on 
the sale of oil, but not on the 
question of distribution" of 
food and medical supplies to 
the Iraqi people, said Mr. 
Anbari. 

“Things are going relative- 
ly better," he told the official 
Iraqi News Agency (INA). 
The negotiations were being 
held in a “working atmos- 
phere." 

Mr. Anbari. who had ear- 
lier said that the negotiations 
were going “from worse to 
worse,” said a two-hour ses- 


sion with his U.N. counter- 
part Hans Corell in New 
York on Fridav had been 
“useful." 

Before that, he had a 90- 
minute meeting with Dr. 
Ghali. 

Mr. Corell also told jour- 
nalists that “we are making 
progress," despite the “many 
difficulties." 

Dr. Ghali was quoted by 
his spokeswoman, Sylvana 
Foa, as saying he felt “less 
pessimistic" on Friday about 
the chances of reaching an 
accord. 

Both officials refused to 
give details on the negotia- 
tions. which are aimed at 
concluding a memorandum 
of understanding allowing 
Iraq to export limited quanti- 
ties of oil to buy food and 

(Continued on page 7) 
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No end is in sight for Kurdish 
revolt in Turkey as toll climbs 


ANKARA (AP) — The sce- 
nario is repeated almost ev- 
ery spring. Turkish troops 
pour into the mountains to 
attack Kurdish guerrilla 
bases, causing heavy losses 
on both sides. Then the sol- 
diers withdraw and the rebels 
regroup to resume their 
struggle for autonomy. 

So it was April 7 when 
lO.UOO soldiers bucked by aircraft 
swept into the rugged terrain 
of southeastern Turkey to 
attack bases of the Kurdish 
Labour Party (PKK). 

So far, the Turkish army 
says, 48 soldiers and 414 Kur- 
dish guerrillas have been kil- 
led in the latest offensive, 
with most of the rebel deaths 
coming in air raids. Rebel 
camps in northern Iraq, a 
staging point for hit-and-run 
attacks into Turkey, have 
also been targetted. 

Last spring, the army sent 

35,000 soldiers into northern 
Iraq in an effort to eradicate 
eliminate the Kurdish guerril- 
las. 

But the PKK, which has 
been battling for autonomy 
within Turkey since 1984, 
fights on. 

Turkish politicians like 
Prime Minister Mesut Yilmaz 
want to resolve the conflict 
by granting some cultural 
rights to the ethnic Kurds. 
But when previous govern- 
ments promised similar con- 
cessions. Turkey's powerful 
and nationalistic military 
blocked the proposals. 

Meanwhile, alleged at rod- 
ties by Turkish troops — 
generally denied by the gov- 
ernment — have brought 
condemnations from Euro- 
pean nations with which Tur- 
key is trying to improve eco- 
nomic ties. 

Many Turks, including 
families who have lost loved 
ones in the fighting, want to 
end the war. 

Holding a large framed 


photograph in her hands, 
Gulhanim Akbulut talks to 
the young soldier in the pic- 
ture: "You come to my 
dreams, my son. Did you ask 
for water? Did you feel cold? 
Did you die quickly?” 

Mrs. Akbulut's son Omer 
died a year ago at age 26 
during a clash with Kurdish 
guerrillas near the Iranian 
border. He is one of more 
than 3,000 soldiers killed in 
the 12-year war, along with 

12,000 rebels and 5,000 civi- 
lians. 

"It hurts so bad, and the 
pain grows when I learn ab- 
out the death of more 
youngsters everyday,” said 
Mrs. Akbulut, a 59-year-old 
widow who lives a poor 
neighbourhood on the out- 
skirts of Ankara. “Something 
has to be done to end this 
war.” 

Roughly one out of five of 
Turkey’s 62 million popula- 
tion is a Kurd. Turks and 
Kurds are both Muslim, and 
. they are culturally integrated 
in the western parts of the 
country where intermarriage 
is common. 

But the state's suppression 
of Kurdish ethnic rights, in- 
cluding a ban on their lan- 
guage, has led to the PKK's* 
armed campaign. 

The PKK rebels attack vil- 
lages suspected of collaborat- 
ing with the army, target 
border outposts and mine 
roads. Dozens of teachers at 
state schools have been 
attacked by the PKK. 

PKK rebels in Turkey are 
estimated at around 2,600- 
2,900, while another 4,000 
are believed to be outside the 
country, mostly in neighbour- 
ing Iraq. 

The Turkisb-Kurdish war 
has ravaged the economy of 
the remote area near Iraq. 
Thousands of people have 
been left homeless, forced 
out of their villages either by 


the army or the PKK. Some 

2,000 schools remain closed. 

Politicians and the army- 
are at loggerheads over how 
to deal with the PKK. 

While Mr. Yilmaz, the new 
prime minister, is willing to 
negotiate, other politicians 
and the army oppose a settle- 
ment. 

Ex-Premier Buient Ecevit. 
leader of the Democratic Left 
Party, opposes granting 
cultural rights, including giv- 
ing children Kurdish names. 
Mr. Ecevit contends the 
whole problem is econo- 
mic. 

“Kurdish people do not 
think about such issues, but 
they are created by people in 
Istanbul or Brussels,” he 
said, referring to criticism of 
Turkey’s policies by Euro- 
pean politicians and Turkish 
intellectuals. 

Other Turkish politicians 
hope the conflict can be re- 
solved over time. 

“We have to be patient. 
The military will eventually 
share our position. What we 
seek is a civilian, democratic 
solution and it will happen 
gradually,” Korkut Ozal, a 
leading deputy from Mr. Yil- 
maz's Motherland Party, told 
the Associated Press. 

The growing civilian and 
military casualties have shar- 
pened feelings among many 
Turks against granting con- 
cessions to the Kurds. But 
not all Turks favour the use 
of force. 

There is no organised anti- 
war movement, but lately 
people have started to speak 
up individually. 

“Let everybody^ enjoy 
equal rights.” said Osman 
Karabulut, an Ankara resi- 
dent whose 20-year-old son 
died in a fighting with the 
PKK two years ago. “Poverty 
and oppression: that's what 
created the PKK.” 


Kabul forces claim taking 
contrcl of Taliban districts 


KA3VL :,^P) — Afghan 
gcve— .71'. 7 if oops have cap- 
tnrrf-Tv: . atricts“deep in^ 
side ' Toafc. militia territory 
near Kabi!’. including a key 
strategic * ;-int, defence offi- 
cials claiirrd Saturday. 

Government forces seized 
the Chak ird Daimirdad dis- 
'_V.sr.jl Warcak pro- 
vince on Friday after pound- 
ing the 7 !iban with heavy 
veapons :::d aerial bombing 
raids, tF-’-y said. 

Cna:: dsirict is important 
because iies next to the 
Taliban’s main supply road 
linking the area, one of the 
sprF.gboaris the militiamen 
usci. to launch their siege of 
Kabul last year, to their 
southern base at Kandahar, 
observers said. 

No independent confirma- 
tion of the capture of the two 
districts — separated by 35 
kilometres, could be im- 
mediately obtained here, 
although government jets 
were seen streaking across 
Kabul's southern flank for 
most of Friday. 

The repeated air, rocket 
and artillery barrages killed 
at least seven warriors and 
resulted in the capture of vast 
quantities of weapons, 
ammunition and vehicles, a 
senior commander, told 
AFP. 

“The attack was very suc- 
cessful as we seized two im- 
portant areas as well as a 
huge stock of heavy and light 
weapons, ammunition and 
jeeps from the Taliban,” he 
said. 

He said the Taliban laun- 
ched a desperate counter- 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mary Nawre** 1 Church 
SweUkh, Tel. RI0740 
Assemblies «f God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Chmth Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Amnwdatioo Tel. 
637440. 


attack in chak late Friday, 

. but said they were repelled 
by' the government fire-' 
power. 

Troops and supplies were 
ferried into isolated Chat and 
Daimirdad — whidf are ab- 
out 50 and 70 kilometres 
from Kabul respetively — by 
helicopter, officials said. 

Both areas have been 
under Taliban control for 
almost 18 months, long be- 
fore the gunmen moved to 
the outskirts of Kabul last 
September in a bid to seize 
the city. 

News of the latest provin- 
cial skirmishes between die 
two sides came after a month 
of fighting between Taliban 
and the government in the 
western province of Gor, 
where the Kabul forces 
seized but later lost two areas 
of the strategically crucial 
province. 

Gor borders on Hearat 
province, which the Taliban 
seized from the government 
of President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani last September, and 
which Kabul is desperate to 
retrieve. 

Kabul says it still holds an 
important valley inside Herat 
province, although it con- 
cedes that the two districts of 
Gor it won last month have 
been recaptured. 

The Taliban rose up from 
the Koranic schools of south- 
ern Pakistan in late 1994 and 
have swept up control over 
about half of Afghanistan. 
They have vowed they will 
topple the Kabul governe- 
ment and install Islamic law 
across the country. 


De h Salk Church Tel. 661757 
Te n usa nda Church Tel: 622366 
Chord: of the A munrlrt oo Tel. 
623541. 

AagBcan Church Tel. 652826 
Armenian Catholic Cbnrdi Td. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

Si. EphraJa Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman Internationa] Church Td. 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 
824328. 

German -speaking EvaugeUcal Con- 
gregation Td. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Td. 654932 
Church of Nazarene Tcl.675691. 
The Evangelical Local Church in 
Abbisb 
Td. 811295 
EncB&b4peaking 

Latin CatboHcs P a ri sh Tel. 614190 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Khamasini weather conditions 
will prevail, so it will be hot. dry 
and dusty with winds southeasterly 
'moderate and active. In Aqaba, 
winds will be southerly active and 
seas rough. 

Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman 18/33 

Aqaba 24/38 

Deserts 15/37 

Jordan Valley 22/37 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 


Jews assail 
Greek envoy 
to UNESCO 


PARIS (R) — The Simon 
Wiesenthal Centre, a group 
dedicated to hunting Nazi 
war appointment of a noted 
Greek author as ambassador 
to UNESCO, saying he was 
an anti-semite. 

“Vassilis Vassilikos, writ-, 
mg in the Athens newspaper 
Ta Nea, alleged Israeli in- 
volvement in the 1967 Greek 
military coup,” said Shimon 
Samuels, the centre's Paris- 
based international liaison 
director. 

“Disturbed by a coopera- 
tion agreement between Tur- 
key and Israel, he added that 
he could not stop wondering 
about ‘those who crucified 
one of their own people.’" 

Mr. Samuels said he wrote 
to Federico Mayor, director- 
general of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organisation, saying 
that “such outrageous state- 
ments contradict the condi- 
tions of his appointment and 
the declared positions of UN- 
ESCO against anti-semitism 
and prejudice.” 

Mr. Vassilikos later told 
Renters in a telephone call 
from Athens he was outraged 
at the accusations “since 
no one who knows ray career 
and writings can suggest I am 
an anti-Semite. On the con- 
trary, Greek extreme right- 
ists accuse me of being pro- 
Zionist. ” 



COOL TREAT: A hippopotamus at Jerusalem's Biblical Zoo opens its mouth wide enough to swallow the 
keeper as it enjoys a treat of fresh, cool water on a hot summer’s day on Saturday. Israel began its summer 
with two weeks of unseasonal heat waves (Reuters photo) 


Chirac to pardon Moroccan 
gardener serving life-term 
in controversial murder case 


PARIS IRI — French Presi- 
dent Jacques Chirac has de- 
rided to commute the sent- 
ence of a Morrocan gardener 
jaded tor the murder of a 
RKiera heiress in what was 
widely regarded as a miscar- 
riage of justice, his office said 
on Friday. 

Presidential spokeswoman 
Catherine Colonna said Mr. 
Chirac would sign a partial 
pardon in the next tew days 
under which Omar Raddad. 
jailed for IN years by an 
assize court jury for the IWI 
-murder— of--Ghisahfle~~Mar- , 
chal. could be fre.e44p two 

.veand-timej-. - - j. 

‘ . 4 ■. 7 

- He will have served Seven 
years in jail for a crime he has 
always denied. 

Ms. Colonna said Mr. 
Chirac had disclosed his deci- 
sion to Morocco's King Has- 
san during the monarch’s 
state visit last week, asking 
reciprocal clemency for 
several people held in Morro- 
can jails. 

Confirming a report in the 
newspaper Le Monde. Ms. 
Colonna told Reuters: "The 
president has indeed decided 
on a partial pardon and he 
informed the king of Moroc- 
co during his visit here." 

"The president raised a 
number «>t individual cases 
with the king and we have 
high hopes of positive re- 
sults." she said. 

Respecting diplomatic 
niceties. Ms. Colonna de- 
clined to say whether the 
Moroccan cases involved 
political prisoners. 

King Hassan had long 
voiced concern at the cir- 
cumstances of Mr. RaUdad’s 
conviction, which sparked 
outrage in Morocco and 
among civil rights campaig- 
ners in France. 

The mild-mannered 
gardener has staged several 
hunger-strikes to protest his 
innocence. 

French officials stressed 
the presidential pardon did 
not address the issue of 
whether Mr. Raddad was 
guiltv or innocent. As far as 


the justice system is con- 
cerned. he remains guilty. 

Speaking for his defence 
team, lawyer Gerard 
Baudoux welcomed Mr. 
Chirac's decision hut said he 
hoped his client's innocence 
would finally be recognised. 

"His earlier-than-planned 
release will please all those 
who have been troubled by 
this case. But only recogni- 
tion of his full innocence will 
he entirely satisfactory." Mr. 
Baudoux told Reuters. 

Mr. Raddad was convicted, 
of murdering his 6>year-old 
employer largely on'theJbasis 
of a .’message xft^Jed^in 
blood, on . the dopr^ op.-i^e 
cellar where her body “was 
found, saying: "Omar m'a 
tuer" I Omar killed me). 

The defence, accusing in- 
vestigators of ignoring other 
leads out of racist motives, 
argued that an educated 
woman like Marchal would 
not have made the gramma- 
tical error of using the infini- 
tive "tuer" instead of the past 
participle "luee." 

Under France's justice sys- 
tem. there is no right of 
appeal against assize court 
jury verdicts. The supreme 
court refused Mr. Raddad's 
bid for a retrial on procedural 
grounds last year. 

King Hassan and other 
members of the royal family 
have paid lawyers and private 
detectives to seek to overturn 
the ruling, diplomatic sources 
said. 

Outspoken defence lawyer 
Jacques Verges compared 
Mr. Raddad's conviction to 
the 19lh century Dreyfus 
Case, a notorious French 
miscarriage .of justice in 
which a Jewish army officer 
. was framed on spying charges 
and sentenced to solitary con- 
finement at the notorious De- 
vil's- Island penal colony. 

The Raddad case was a 
major factor in Justice Minis- 
ter Jacques Toubon's deci- 
sion to institute an appeal 
procedure from assize courts. 
He plans legislation later this 
vear. 



Kuwaiti paper rejects Iraq’s call 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — A Kuwaiti newspaper on 
Saturday rejected an Iraqi call for reconciliation with the' 
neighbour it occupied in August 1990 and said the gesture 
was “in bad taste.” “A regime which massacres and 
represses its own people, which attacks its neighbours, kills 
and imprisons innocent people, should be ignored,” said 
the daily Al Watan. "Kuwaitis totally reject this (recon- 
ciliation) call which comes from criminals who have no 
conscience,” it charged. Any such call from Baghdad was 
“in bad taste." The Iraqi newspaper Babel on Thursday 
“advised" Kuwait to accept an offer of reconciliation for its 
own good. "There is no shame in extending a hand to Iraq 
and turning over the page of the past.’' according to Babel, 
which is run by Iraqi President Saddam Hussein’s oldest 
son Uday. "It isn’t in the interest of a country the size of 
Kuwait to follow a policy which amounts to starving a lion. 
It’s a strategic error,” Babel said in an editorial entitiled 
“Some advice to our southern neighbour." 0.il will “dry up 
oneday and forcing navies will norstayr’ it said, alluding 
to defence - pacts Kuwait has signed with Washington and 
other; aHx&*. " 1 " 

Egyptian troops, armaments head for Bosnia 

CAIRO ( AFP) — - Egyptian soldiers have begun leaving for 
Bosnia to take part in the NATO-led Implementation 
Force (IFOR) overseeing the establishment of the Dayton 
peace accord in the war-ravaged country, officials said 
Saturday. The army barallion is made up of 625 officers and' 
soldiers, including an armoured battalion, two pieces of 
artillery, a logistics unit as well as administrative and 
medical units, the Foreign Ministry said. The battalion is 
equipped with Egyptian-made Fahd 30 tanks, armoured 
vehicles equipped with missiles and cannons, troop trans- 
ports. bulldozers, ambulances, and water and supply 
trucks. The commander of the battalion. Colonel Hamd’i 
Ahmad, told the newspaepr Al Ahram on Saturday that his 
men had received “special training for street fighting and 
battles in the forest." Egypt had a 440-member contingent 
as part of the previous U.N. peacekeeping force in Bosnia, 
mainly in Sarajevo. 

Greek protests block U.S. passenger ship 

ATHENS (AFP) — Protesting Greek seamen barred a 
cruise ship carrying 800 American passengers from a Greek 
Port Saturday, forcing authorities to reroute the vessel to 
another undisclosed port, shipping officials said. The 
Greek sailors blocked the ship at Piraeus saying it was 
violating a national shipping monopoly, the Greek Ministry 
for Merchant Shipping said. The ship, which had arrived 
off the Greek coast from Istanbul, was due to unload 
passengers and pick up others. After talks with Greek 
authorities, the Anglo-American company Oriane, which 
owns the cruise ship Marco Polo, rerouted the vessel in 
another Greek port, a ministry spokesman said. He did not 
say to which port. The spokesman said the ship's passen- 
gers would then disembark but said the ship would not take 
others on board. Seamen began their protest at dawn to 
stop passengers boarding the Marco Polo. They say the 
ship was violating laws which reserve coastal trade for 
Greek vessels. Greek Merchant Shipping Minister Cosmas 
Sfyriou said the laws were not being broken where 
passengers had boarded in another country, but said the 
ship did not have the right to pick up passengers in Greece. 



Amman 28, Aqaba 36. Humidity 
readings: Amman 36 per cent. 
Aqaba 23 per cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Ghafcb Zawaidch 736011 

Dr. Jihad Sammour 7650 i8 

Dr. Hisham Kan'an 790286 

Dr. Khaldoun Asfour 666873 

Fit* pharmacy 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

A] Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

ERBID: 

Dr. GhaaTa’amnch 250080 

Alquds pharmacy I—) 

ZARQA: 

Dr, Khalil Abu Huucin .... 985019 
KJialifch pharmacy 985417 

emergencies 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661111 


Civil Defence Immediate 

630341 

Civil Defence Emergency .. 
Rescue Police 192.621111, 

.... 199 
.637777 


77Si21 

Highway Police 

Traffic Pblioc 

Public Security Department 

843402 
. 89639U 
..630321 
60580U 


661176 

Water and Sewerage 

.897467 

Amman Municipality 

.787111 

Telephone information 

121 

Overseas Calls ! 1)10230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 6611W 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 


Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... US-53200 
Ouccn Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J- Am " ., U1J , 
644281/0 


Akilch Maternity, J- Amn. 


642441/2 


Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 607071 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AFMuashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic Abdali 666127/37 

AJ-Ahii. AbdaU 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrccn ... 777101/3 
Al-Bashjr.J, Aahrafich 775111/26 

Army. Marka 89161 1/!5 

Ouccn Alia Hospital .... 602240/50 

Amal Hospital 607155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

I bn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AJ Hikma Modem Hospital (09)9X090 
The Arab Centre lor Heart and Special 
Surgery U65I99 

IRBID: 

Princess Batata Hospital (02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafocs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)3141 1 1 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied try 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Ouccn Alia In- 


ternational Airport Td. (OStfXXtt- 
5. where it should ways be verified. 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights (Terminal 1) 

2*5 Jeddah (RJ) 

Lamaca (RJ) 

l® 12 ® * Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

1438 

Haytai. Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 

10:55 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

11=05 Beirut (RJ) 

11:15 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

17=30 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

17:45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

UfcOO Paris(RJ) 

IfcM London (RJ) 

1*00 Brussels, Geneva (RJ) 

Sh59 Tunis (RI) 

21:15 Vienna (RJ) 

21:35 Rome (RJ) 

22=10 Frankfurt (RJ) 

23:20 .......... Munich. Athens (RJ) 

03d99 — . Madrid. Casablanca (RJ) 
04:28 Cairo (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 


82J5 Amsterdam (KL) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

Rights (Marka Airport) 

0*25 Aqaba (RW) 

10=40 Aqaba (RW) 


11:39... 
13:40 ... 
15:90 ... 

Sanaa (IY) 

.. Shariqah. Bahrain (GF) 

15 JO... 


21:19... 


21 JO ... 


00:10 ... 



•1:66 London. Beirut (BA) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Rights 

(Terminal 1) 

®fc®® Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

®J15 Beirut (RJ) 

®*®® Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

0*8® Madrid (add) (RJ) 

Athens. Rome (RJ) 

U*' 15 Aqaba. Rome (RJ) 

Tunis (RJ) 

Frankfurt (RJ) 

Munich (RJ) 

I2J0 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 
5 s " Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

£5 VlcnM ( RJ ) 

Manchester (add) (RJ) 

21‘JS Jeddah (RJ) 

5J 1 *® - New Delhi (RJ) 

Damascus (RJ) 

*2:45 Singapore. Jakarta (RJ) 

22:45 Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

g 5 ®® Bangkok (RJ) 

™ Sanaa (RJ) 

Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

®° !4S Cairo (RJ) 

Othor flights (Terminal 2) 

•*** Beirut (ME) 

Sanaa (IY) 

Doha (07) 


Cyprus 
to pursue 
casino 
legalisation 

LIMASSOt (R) — Cyprus 
is to prepare legislation for 
the creation of casinos, seen 
by manv hoteliers on the 
holiday island as a means of 
attracting well-heeled tour- 
ists. 

"A final derision for casi- 
nos. whether-it will be one 
or two. has yet to be 
taken." Interior Minister 
Dinos Michaelides told a 
hotel and casino gaming 
conference organised by 
consultants Arthur 
Andersen in the port town 
of Limassol on Friday. 

"The matter will be pur- 
sued after (May 26) par- 
liamentary elections." he 
said. "We already know 
that there are some voices 
against casinos." 

~"At present, the only 
form of gambling legal in 
Cyprus is betting on horse 
races, state lottery or foot- 
ball pools. 

Even playing games like 
poker in the” privacy of your" 
own home is banned. 

Calls for the creation of 
casinos in Cyprus, which 
relies heavily on tourism, 
are gaining momentum as 
the island struggles to retain 
its position as a qualiiy des- 
tination while confronted 
with a drop in profitability 
of hotels and faltering occu- 
pancy rates. 

Arrivals*this year are ex- 
pected to reach 2.2 million, 
compared to rhe 2.2 million 
who visited the island in 
1995. 

Hoteliers see casinos as 
The ticket to maintaining a 
steady flow of quality tour- . 
ism. "Hotels are seeking 
new opportunities to en- 
hance their operating in- 
come." says Christis Christ- 
oforou. partner in Arthur 
Andersen’s Cyprus repre- 
sentatives Chrysanthou and 
Christoforou. ’ 

The casino debate has 
been raging for years. In 
1994 the government de- 
cided that up to two casinos 
could be qeuted.bur isjups 
l-fl&fe supervision, taxation, 
membership system for 
Cvpriots and most impor- 
tantly. who is going to get 
the lucrative contract have 
not been addressed. 

The issue is now in the 
hands of the island's attor- 
ney general, who is to pre- 
pare a draft bill and refer it 
hack to the island's cabinet 
which will then refer it to 
the house of representatives 
for approval. 

If its advocates are lucky 
they might get a casino be- 
fore 2iW. “ 

"The debate has been 
going on for a few decades 
and it has always reached a 
dead- end." said hoteliers 
association general Mana- 
ger Zucharias Ioannides. 

According to the interior 
minister. K6 companies 
have expressed an interest 
in creating casinos. But 
only one or two. will get the 
licence. 

The hoteliers association 
wants one in every resort. 

"That is in order to have 
equal treatment, and means 
not just the tourist resorts 
but Nicosia, being the capit- 
al. and mountain resorts." ’ 
said Mr. Ioannides. 

The bill to turn Cyprus 
into a gambling centre is 
expected to come under fire . 
from at least one major- 
political party on the island. 

"We are unreservedly 
against it." said Andros 
Kyprianou. a spokesman of 
the communist Akei party. 
Cyprus's second largest. ’ 

17:65 Moscow 

Cairo 

Royal Wings (RW) 

Rights (Marka Airpo 

«38 

Amman (Marka Airport) 

•J 5 *® Aqaba 

2«aS Amman (QAA) 

23M 

Amman (Marka Airport) 


Uppciflowcr price in fib per kg. 

Apple 700/500 

Bunaiw 600/600 

Banana (Mnkammar) 520/520 

Banana (imported) 860/600 

Cabbage 100 / 60 

Carrot 280/180 

Cauliflower LSO/iOO 

Cucumbers (large) 120/70 

Cucumbers (small) 180/100 

EggpUnt ISO/ 100 

P»va beans 210/130 

Garik 550/350 

Garlic (green) 250/170 

Lemon 580/380 

Marrow (large) — 180/120 

Marrow (smifl) 270/180 

Mulukbah 250/140 

Onion (dry) 170/100 

Orange ;. 400/300 

Peas 260/150 

Pepper (hot) 280/180 

Pepper (sweet). 260/160 

Potato 1 AO/TOO 
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Princess 
Sarvath 
inaugurates 
public 
gardens 

AMMAN (J.T.) HRH 
Princess Sarvath A1 Hassan 
Saturday inaugurated two 
public gardens in the 
Greater Amman Municipal- 
ity- 

Tbe first is located in the 
area of A1 Hussein Medical 
Centre and is named “Peo- 
ple’s Garden;” the second is 
in the A1 Rasheed area and 
has been named tbe “Gar- 
den of Journalism.” 

The two gardens are pro- 
jects initiated by Amman 
Mayor Mamdouh Abbadi. 

Princess Sarvath dis- 
cussed with Dr. Abbadi 
future municipal plans for 
public spaces and suggest- 


ing Princess Sarvath AJ Hassan, accompanied by Amman Mayor Mamdouh Abba- 
di, Saturday visits a new public garden estabfished by the municipality (Petra photo) 

ed that other gardens and 
playgrounds be developed 
in Amman, particularly in 
the more populous areas. 

The Princess said these 
open spaces in congested 


areas are often referred to 
as “the lungs of die city ” 
The municipality’s pro- 
ject will be expanded to 
establish 10 other public 
gardens in East Amman. 


Princess Sarvath thanked 
Dr. Abbadi for the Amman 
Municipality’s financial 
pledge to support the con- 
struction of the park around 
the Martyrs Monument. 



Civil Defence Department Director General Major 
General Tbeeb Maani Saturday addresses a seminar on 
reducing consequences or natural disasters 

Britain, Jordan cooperate 
On disaster felief training 


AMMAN (Petra) — British 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Peter Hinchctiffe Saturday 
said his country was will- 
ing to expand cooperation 
with the Jordanian Civil 
Defence Department 
(CDD) in dealing with and 
reducing the consequences 
of disasters. 

He said there was need 
for cooperation between 
advanced and poor nations 
in confronting situations 
resulting from natural dis- 
asters and minimising their 
effects. 

The ambassador was 
addressing the opening of a 
three-week (raining semi- 
nar organised by the CDD 
in cooperation with and 
funding from the British 


Ministry for Overseas 
Development 

CDD Director General 
Major General Theeb 
Maani, who opened tbe 
meeting, voiced Jordan’s 
appreciation of Britain’s 
aid 

He said the officers will 
receive training in the use 
of advanced equipment 
used in the search for vic- 
tims caught under debris 
and trapped in damaged 
areas. 

The semioar was attended 
by officers from the CDD, 
the Public Security Depart- 
ment and the Jordanian 
Armed Forces as well as 
officials from the Ministry 
of Education. 
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JVA, French firm 
sign tourism contract 


AMMAN (Petra) — 
ACCOR, a French tourism 
development firm, Satur- 
day signed a contract with 
the die Jordan Valley 
Authority (JVA) to build a 
tourist village on 63 
dunums of tbe eastern shore 
of the Dead Sea. 

The project will include 
therapeutic centres and 
health spas in a joint ven- 
ture with Jordanian 
investors arid contractors. 

Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Samir Kawar, 
who signed the contract, 
said the French group will 
spend between JD 15 and 
JD 20 million in three 'years 
in construction . of. the 
planned village. 

He said ACCOR current- 
ly owns and operates 2*500 
hotels and 4,000 tourist 
officers around the world. 

Last month Mr. Kawar 
signed contracts with two 
Jordanian companies for 
the construction of hotels 
on the shores of the Dead 
Sea and said that it is hoped 
that the projects will attract 
more visitors and tourists to 
Jordan. 

He said the projects near 
the Dead Sea and the infra- 
structure plans and trans- 
port and telecommunica- 
tions and affiliated com- 


mercial and tourism ser- 
vices will make available 
10,000 new jobs. 

Mr. Kawar said $500 mil- 
lion are expected to be 
invested in tourism devel- 
opment projects on the 
eastern shore of the Dead 
Sea. • 

ACCOR General Manag- 
er Jacques Lojet said his 
company owns a tourism 
services training academy 
which graduates 10.000 
industry personnel annual- 
ly, adding that the academy 
will now train Jordanians in 
tourism-related fields. 

In all, the total area 
assigned for investors on 
the eastern shore of the 
Dead Sea is 300 dunums, 
according to the Mr. Kawar 
who is also JVA board 
chairman. 

He said 244 dunums are 
so far covered by ACCOR 
and the other companies in 
tbe area. 

The Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation said the 
annual rate of leasing each 
dunum is JD 2,500 in addi- 
tion to four per cent annu- 
ally after the end of the 
third year following the 
signing of each contract . 


UNIDO, RSS to open 
water use workshop 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
United Nations Industrial 
Development Organisation 
(UNIDO) and the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) 
will Monday open a three - 
day workshop entitled: 
The Role of Industry in the 
Development of Water 
Resources and the Eco- 
nomic Use of Water in the 
Arab World 

Experts from the Arab 
countries and several 
international organisations 
are expected to attend 
according to an RSS state- 
ment issued Saturday. 

Hie statement said the 
workshop aims to reassess 
tiie - current status of tbe 
region's water resources in 
relation to growing demand 
and identify priority issues, 
to review current approach- 
es and views worldwide on 
tbe use, development and 
management of water 
resources, to define the role 
of industry in the develop- 
ment and conservation of 
water resources in the 
Middle East and North 
Africa. to identify 
prospects for managing 
water demand in industry, 
agriculture and urban areas 
and to recommend activi- 
ties and formulate propos- 
als to constitute the main 
elements of an action pro- 
gramme for international 
agencies at the national and 
regional levels. 

A UNIDO statement. 


issued on the eve of the 
meeting, which will be held 
under the patronage of RSS 
President Hani Mulld, said 
that many countries in the 
Arab region have witnessed 
remarkable industrial 
growth which necessitated 
the withdrawal of large 
quantities of water. 

Industry could contribute 
to environmental protection 
by reducing pollution at the 
source through changes in 
production processes, 
water recovery and recy- 
cling, said the statement. 

It said that the workshop 
is expected to provide a 
forum for experts to 
analyse and examine in- 
depth critical issues within 
the sphere of . water 
resources development, use 
and management. 

By focusing specifically 
on the role of industry in 
developing resources and 
managing demand, areas of 
needs could be identified 
and proposals for specific 
industrial activities formu- 
lated at the meeting, added 
(he statement 

It said the ensuing recom- 
mendations will also con- 
stitute the main elements of 
a potential action pro- 
gramme for UNIDO at the 
national and regional lev- 
els. 


Jordan Times, Sunday, May 12, 1996 



Jordan, Bahrain solidify relations 

Visiting Chinese official seeks to promote economic ties 


AMMAN (Petra) — Visit- 
ing Speaker of the Bahrai- 
ni Shura Council Ibrahim 
Hmeidan Saturday said he 
and Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti reviewed 
tbe general situation in 
Bahrain following sabo- 
tage incidents in tire Gulf 
state. 

Mr. Hmeidan said Mr. 
Kabariti expressed Jor- 
dan’s strong condemnation 
of aC such acts. 

Speaking after a meeting 
with the prime minister, 
Mr. Hmeidan said discus- 
sion also covered topics of 
mutual concern and 
regional as well as 
international developments 
in addition to future Jor- 
dani an- Bahraini coopera- 
tion in parliamentary and 
other fields. 

He expressed Bahrain’s 
deep appreciation of Jor- 
dan's continued support for 
his country in the face of 
all acts of terrorism and 
sabotage. 

The meeting, which fol- 
lowed Mn Hmeidan’s talks 
with Parliament speakers 
and other officials in the 
past two days, was attend- 
ed by the Bahraini delega- 
tion, Speaker of the Senate 
Ahmad Lawzi and Minis- 
ter of State for Parliamen- 
tary Affairs Mohammad 
Thweib. 

Also Saturday, the Ml 
K abariti met in his office 
with Wo Yang, deputy head 
of the Chinese Presidency 
Council in the presence of 
Minister of Interior Awad 
Khleifat and discussed Jor- 
danian-Cbioese relations 
and issues pertaining to the 
Middle East peace process. 

Mr. Kabariti told the Chi- 
nese official that Jordan is 
concerned with developing 
its ties with China espe- 
cially in economic and 
trade fields. 

He said China plays a 
key role in Asia and can 



Above, Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti Saturday meets with visiting Speaker 
of the Bahraini Shura Council Ibrahim Hmeidan, and below, with Wo Yang, deputy 
head of the Chinese Presidency Council (Petra photo) 



lead the way ir. promoting Mr. Yang who later left a lasting peace in the 
relations between eastern for home expressed his region and said that his 

and western countries of country’s appreciation of country seeks to further 

the continenL Jordan’s efforts to achieve bolster its ties with Jordan. 


First ladies of the world to meet in Amman 
in support of rural women 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Fust 
ladies and special envoys 
from the Middle East, 
Africa, Asia, Europe and 
the Americas will take part 
in tbe 1996 Meeting of the 
International Steering 
Committee (ISC) on the 
Economic Advancement of 
Rural Women (ISC), hosted 
by ISC President Her 
Majesty Queen Noor and 
the Noor A1 Hussein Foun- 
dation (NHF), in A mman 
from May 14 to 16, a Royal 
Court statement said. 

Also participating will be 
representatives from United 
Nations Organisations, tbe 
World Bank, tfre World 
Food Programme and non- 
governmental organisations 
for women from Jordan, 
Switzerland, Ecuador, 
India, Burkina Faso, Nige- 
ria and Senegal, tbe state- 
ment said. 


According to the state- 
ment, tiie ISC meeting, 
which will focus on food 
security, micro-credit for 
rural women and the 
enhancement of the quality 
of life of women and their 
families, will assess the 
impact of the U.N. Confer- 
ence on Women held in 
Beijing last year on the 
needs and rights and rural 
women and formulate a 
plan of action. 

It said the three-day pro- 
gramme will also include a 
trip to NHF’s Wadi Seer 
Community Development 
Project at Iraq A1 Amir, 
which was initiated in 1994 
to invigorate comprehen- 
sive socio-economic 
progress in the five villages 
of the area and to generate 
long-term employment par- 
ticularly for poor women. 

The ISC, which was 


founded in 1992, is an 
advocacy group comprising 
15 wives of beads of states 
and governments represent- 
ing the world's five regions, 
who promote the imple- 
mentation of the Geneva 
Declaration for Rural 
Women through mobilisa- 
tion of political will and 
public opinion and the for- 
mulation and implementa- 
tion of national policies for 
rural women around the 
world. 

The King Baudoin Foun- 
dation in Belgium, whose 
Honorary President is 
Queen Fabiola, the Patron 
of the ISC, developed for 
the ISC the D1MITRA 
Rural Women and Develop- 
ment Project, which com- 
prised three distinct compo- 
nents: the promotion of 
rural women in Third World 
countries, the ISC Secre- 


tariat and the preparation of 
a rural women and develop- 
ment guidebook, the state- 
ment said. 

The Secretariat, which is 
currently based in Amman, 
focuses on collecting data, 
fund-raising and compiling 
a database on rural women 
throughout the world; while 
the guidebook identifies 
NGOs and research insti- 
tutes dedicated to improv- 
ing the living conditions of 
women in rural areas of tbe 
Third World. 

According to 1995 United 
Nations’ statistics, 70 per 
cent of the world’s 1.2 bil- 
lion poor are women. 

More than 550 million are 
from rural areas and 
amount to 60 per cenr of the 
world's rural population. 


Minister opens local products exhibition 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Education Munther 
Masri Saturday opened an 
exhibition of local products 
manufactured by 14 Jordan- 
ian companies and factories 
at tbe Samir Rifai Sec- 
ondary School for Girls. 

Dr. Masri said the items 
on display reflect the poten- 
tials for cooperation 
between local private and 
public vocational and com- 
mercial organisations in 
producing a variety of use- 
ful products. 

He added that the high 
quality items can compete 
in the external markets as 
well. 

The three-day exhibition 
displays products from the 
Arab Potash Company, cot- 
ton fabrics, plastic and 
leather products, vegetable 
oil, canned foods, sweets, 
ceramics, aluminium prod- 
ucts, pharmaceutical prod- 
ucts. stationery, cosmetics, 
pottery, food products, gar- 
ments and home appli- 
ances. 



Minister of Education Munther Masri (centre) Saturday tours an exhibition of local 
products on display at Samir Rifai Secondary School for Girls ( Petra photo) 




4 World News 

Rival Indian political parties 
lobby president for power 


Jordan Tunes, Sunday, May 12, 1996 


NEW DELHI (R) — Rival parlies on 
the right and left staked competing 
claims to power Saturday after voters 
dealt a crushing defeat to the Congress 
Party and gave India a hung parlia- 
ment. 

Leaders of both the right-wing 
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party < BJP) and the left-wing National 
Front-Left From (NF-LF) lobbied 
President Shankar Dayal Sharma for 
an invitation to form a new govern- 
ment. 

Both told him they could form a 
majority coalition. 

A statement from the presidential 
palace said only that "the president has 
indicated that he has taken note of 
their assertions". 

A steady stream of political bosses 
walked into the imposing red sand- 
stone presidential palace, where the 
normally ceremonial head of state 
took rare centre stage. 

Deliberate and retiring. Mr. Sharma 
has not signalled his preference or 
how or when he would choose India's 
next leader, who will have to prove a 
majority in parliament. 

The constitution leaves the choice up 
to the head of state. It gives him no 
roles to follow, but convention sug- 
gests he ask the leader of the biggest 
party lo form a government. 

The BJP said it could prove a major- 
ity as soon ;ls (he president demanded. 
A Communist leader said Mr. Sharma 
had given the NF-LF two days to show 
it could form a government. 

P.V. Narasimha Rao stepped down 
Friday as prime minister after it 
became clear his Congress Party, 
which has ruled the world's second 


most populous country for all but four 
years since independence in 1947. had 
been routed in the polls. 

Congress was forecast to finish third 
behind the BJP and the NF-LF. iis 
worst showing ever. Mr. Rao stays on 
as caretaker until a new government is 
formed. 

The BJP said its newly elected par- 
liamentary leader, Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee, should be appointed prime 
minister as the part}' had emerged 

from (he election as the largest group 
in the Lok Sabha. the 545-member 
lower house of parliament. 

The BJP. accused of anti-Muslim 
bias by opponents, was forecast to take 
175 to 1S5 seats. 

"The constitution and political pro- 
priety and practice demand that Mr. 
Vajpayee be invited to form the new 
government,” BJP President Lai 
Krishna Advani told reporters. 

The BJP has said that in government 
it would build the atom bomb and curb 
foreign investment in consumer indus- 
tries opened up as Mr. Rao reformed 
the economy in the last five years. 

While the BJP leaders were still 
pressing their claim with Mr. Sharma. 
veteran Communist leader Jyoti Basu 
arrived at the ornate palace to present 
the NF-LF's case. 

The left-wing coalition trailed the 
BJPtOnd was expected to take 140 to 
150 seats, far short of a majority. But it 
said it would attract enough support 
from regional parties and indepen- 
dents to push it over the 273-vote 
threshold. 

The NF-LF's main magnet is the 
staunch opposition of many main- 
stream parties to the BJP's programme 
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Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party's can- 
didate for prime minister, g restores while talking to reporters at the Indian 
Presidential palace after meeting President Shankar Dayai Sharma in New 
Delhi. The BJP, which emerged the biggest party in the general elections 
though without gaining a majority in parliament, is expected to stake its 
claim with Mr. Sharma to form the next government (Reuter photo) 


of promoting the Hindu way of life. 

"We are confident of forming our 
government,” Communist Party of 
India (Marxist) official Harkishan 
Singh Suijeet told Reuters. “There is 
absolutely no doubt in our minds.” 

Congress has said it would consider 
backing the NF-LF, if the alliance pur- 
sued Mr. Rao's free-trade economic 
policies. 

Like the BJP, the NF-LF favours 
tighter restrictions on foreign inves- 
ment 

Mr. Basu, an SI -year-old 

Communist from Calcutta, was thrust 
to the top of the NF-LF's list of prime 
ministerial candidates. Mr. Basu has 
said he would prefer to remain in West 
Bengal, which he has led as chief min- 
ister since 1977. 

But his status as elder statesman with 
nary a corruption scandal to his name 
catapulted him to the top of the NF- 
LF. which is never short of aspiring 
leaders. 

Meanwhile Pakistan is concerned 
with the growth of hindu fundamental- 
ism across the border in India, with 
newspapers and officials here 
Saturday terming the Indian election 
outcome a blow to secularism as a 
state policy in India. 

The platform of Hindu radicals and 
their pre-election “threats" against 
Pakistan are “disturbing things,” said a 
Pakistani official, who declined to be 
identified. 

In an editorial. The News daily said 
Saturday, “with the Hindu extremist 
organisation, the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (Indian People's Party-BJP) 
putting up its best show ever, secular- 
ism as a state policy is on its way out.” 

“The BJP is unabashedly 
Communist as it contested on a plat- 
form that reflected trenchant Hindu 
chauvinism," the English-language 
daily said. 

Pakistanis are watching with keen 
interest the current lobbying for power 
by different groups in India after the 
resignation of Prime Minister 
Narasimha Rao in the wake of an 
unprecedented electoral defeat of his 
Congress (I) Party. 

“Politics in India will never be the 
same,” The News said in its editorial. 

The Frontier Post said the Congress 
met its downfall because it “failed to 
garner the crucial Muslim votes” as it 
did not fulfil its promise to rebuild the 
ancient mosque in Ayodhya. destroyed 
by Hindu fanatics in 1992. 

Another English-language daily. The 
Nation, foresaw a weak government 
and instability in India. 

“Whoever ultimately emerges as the 
winner in the uphill task of negotiating 
for a coalition will not be ensured of a 
safe passage through the full term, as 
the scores of partners in the alliance 
will be vulnerable to falling apart 
when it comes to sharing the spoils of 
power” it said. 


Okinawa again rejects 
plea for U.S. bases 

TOKYO iR) — Japan's southern province of Okinawa 
ag.nn rejected Saturday a central government plea to allow 
part ul the inland u> be used for U.S. bases, prolonging a 
row that erupted after U.S. servicemen raped a schoolgirl. 

The Okinawa Prefeciural Land Expropriation 
Committee, an institution independent of the local govern- 
ment and made up of seven Okinawan law vers and schol- 
ars. said the government had failed to justify its need for 
the piece of land. 

“The central government has not provided adequate 
proof that the land wax essential for maintaining Japan's 
secuiitv," committee Chairman Kenji Kenjo said in a state- 
ment Saturday 

Saturday's decision — the first of a scries concerning 
landowners whose contracts expired last month — was a 
further blow for Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto who 
now faces the possibility of a long and complicated court 
process. 

Many of a second, larger batch of 3,000 landowners 
whose contracts are due to expire next year have already 
vowed not to allow their land to be used by the U.S. 
Military. 

“1 regtet this very much.” Mr. Hashimoto told reporters 
after the decision. “This comes at a time when we were 
making our best efforts to reduce the burden on the 
Okinawa people." 

Saturday's decision was over a tiny speck of land owned 
by an unli-hases campaigner inside the L'.S. Navy’s Sobe 
communications facility, popularly called the "Elephant 
Cage” for its huge circular structure. 

The lease expired last month, but Tokyo has allowed the 
U.S. Armed Forces to continue using the land without a 
clear legal basis. 

When tiie contract expired the Tokyo government filed a 
request with the committee to allow the emergency expro- 
priation of the land, to be in force for six months. 

h was that request the committee turned down. 

The Tokyo government cannot appeal Saturday's deci- 
sion and must now wait several months ?br another deci- 
sion from the same committee on its normal expropriation 
request, which once given would be good for 10 years. 

The affair stems from Okinawa Governor Masahide 
Ola’s refusal to sign new land-lease contracts for U.S. 
bases, a move triggered by public anger against U.S. bases 
on Okinawa following the rape case last September. 

All three U.S. servicemen were convicted and received 
prison terms for raping the 12-year old schoolgirl. 

A Japanese provincial governor holds the right to lease 
land to the central government on behalf of individual 
owners. 

Last month, in a bid to improve strained ties between the 
two allies. President Bill Clinton and _ Mr. Hashimoto 
agreed on the removal of several U.S. military facilities on 
(Okinawa, which hosts 75 per cent of all such facilities in 
Japan. 


Man-induced snow kills 
4,900 cattle in Mongolia 

L r LAN BATOR tR) — Snowfalls, artificially-induced to 
put out huge fires still raging across the steppes of 
Mongolia, have killed thousands of cattle. Civil Defence 
officials said Saturday. 

At least 4.900 cattle froze to death or drowned in 
Ocvorkiiangai province, on the southern slopes of the 
Khangai Mountains, where snow 80 cm deep has thawed in 
places and flooded large areas of pasture, the officials told 
Reuters. 

"The snow in the area is so thick that nobody con get 
closer than 14 kilometres to the provincial capital,” a Civil 
Defence spokeswoman in the Ulan Bator said. 

“We don't know yet what the whole damage is", she said. 

At least 4,200 cattle have frozen in Ihe snow and 
drowned in the floods in Oevorkhangai province's 
Zuunbayan county alone, officials said. 

About 700 cattle have died in Arvaikheer, the provincial 
capital, according to wireless contacts between Civil 
Defence officials and people in the town. 

The Civil Defence official said that because the floods 
and snow had severed telephone lines in the area, where 
two shepherd boys and their flock of 150 sheep were found 
frozen to death earlier this week, damage reports remained 
incomplete. 

Snow fell across large parts of Mongolia after the gov- 
ernment and army, trying to put out fires that threatened 
Ulan Bator, seeded the clouds with explosives to squeeze 
cut the humidity and prompt precipitation. 

Elsewhere in Mongolia, fires that started four weeks ago 
were still blazing. Officials said 76 fires were under control 
and that at least a dozen blazes were noL 

In Bulcan. Selenge. Hentii and central provinces, some 
fires that firefighters had extinguished reignited and some 
that were burning between fire breaks suddenly flared out 
of control, officials said. 

In nine northern Mongolian provinces alone. 1.684 fam- 
ilies of nomads had already been evacuated with more than 
436,000 cattle. Civil Defence officials said. 

Another 1,600 families and more than 588.000 cattle 
were also expected to be relocated, the officials said. 

The fires in 28S places in the huge, sparsely-populated 
nation have killed 17 people and injured 62. and destroyed 
more than 80.000 square kilometres of forests and pasture- 
land. 

Diplomats said the fires had caused huge damage to 
Mongolia’s fragile economy, already shaken by the col- 
lapse of its former sponsor Lhe Soviet Union, and foreign 
aid pledged so far was not enough to repair the destruction. 

Damage has been estimated at around 51.$ billion. 

Ulan Bator has appealed for international help for the 
victims and equipment to fight the blazes, but aid has 
proved slow in arriving. 

The severity of the fires, which have been declared a 
national catastrophe, has been blamed on an almost snow- 
less winter that has left forests and pastureland tinder-dry. 



Indian Prime Minister P. V. Narasimha Rao (centre) introduces his cabinet colleagues 
to President S. D. Sharma after submitting his resignation in New Delhi. Party 
sources said they believed Mr. Rao would be able to retain leadership of the Congress 
Parliamentary Party (Reuter photo) _ 

China and U.S. defuse nuclear 
row but relations remain tense 


BELTING (R) — China and the United 
States defused a row over Beijing’s alleged 
sales of nuclear weapons-related technolo- 
gy Saturday, but ties between the two 
remained tense as a trade war loomed over 
Chinese copyright piracy. 

A Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesman 
formally announced that China strictly 
observed the nuclear weapons non-prolifer- 
ation treaty as part of a deal to avert U.S. 
sanctions over alleged Chinese sales of 
nuclear arms-relaied technology to 
Pakistan. 

“China pursues the policy of not endors- 
ing, encouraging or engaging in the prolif- 
eration of nuclear weapons, or assisting 
other countries in developing such 
weapons,” the official Xinhua News 
Agency quoted the spokesman as saying. 

“The nuclear cooperation between China 
and the countries concerned is exclusively 
for peaceful purposes. China will not pro- 
vide assistance to unsafeguarded nuclear 
facilities.” die spokesman said. 

The announcement followed 
Washington's decision Friday not to impose 
sanctions on Beijing for the alleged sale to 
Pakistan of $70,000 worth of ring magnets 
that can be used to enrich uranium. 

The United States rescinded its threat to 
impose targeted sanctions on China under 
the 1994 U.S. Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Act after winning assurances from Beijing 
that it would not make such sales in the 


future and made a public statement saying 
so. 

The long-awaited resolution of this row 
opened the way for the U.S. Export-Import 
Bank to begin approving loans and loan 
guarantees for more than $11 billion in 
American business projects in China. 

U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher outraged Beijing last month 
when he asked the bank to delay final 
approval on all China-related projects until 
he decided whether to impose sanctions on 
China over the nuclear technology issue. 

However, although the resolution of this 
row has eased some of the friction between 
the two giants, they remain locked in a dis- 
pute over alleged Chinese copyright piracy 
that threatens to turn nasty next week. 

On Friday, Beijing said it had drafted its 
own list of U.S. imports that could be tar- 
geted if Washington next Wednesday goes 
ahead with its promise to unveil a list of 
Chinese goods that could be hit with sanc- 
tions. 

Washington has said it would publish a 
preliminary list of S3 billion worth of such 
imports unless China improves its enforce- 
ment of a 1995 agreement to halt piracy of 
U.S. music, films and computer software. 

A U.S. trade official was due to arrive in 
Beijing this weekend to tty to settle the row, 
although U.S. President Bill Clinton has 
said he does not expect a full-blown trade 
war. 


U.S. more optimistic on Korea MIAs 


WASHINGTON (R) — Prompted by an 
apparent breakthrough agreement with 
North Korea, the Pentagon has said that 
remains of perhaps half of the 8,100 U.S. 
servicemen missing from the Korean War 
could eventually be found and returned. 

“Our guess would be that somewhere 
probably around three to four thousand 
would be an accurate representation of what 
we could do." Alan Liotta told reporters. 
"That number, of course, may change once 
we get onto the ground in North Korea and 
we are able to draw an assessment from the 
actual scene.” 

Mr. Liotta. deputy director of the Defence 
Department’s Office on Prisoner of War 
(PoW) and Missing In Action (MIA) 
Affairs, spoke after U.S. and North Korean 
negotiators Thursday agreed that 
Washington would pay cash-strapped 
Pyongyang S2 million for turning over 162 
sets of remains in 1993 and 1994. Only five 
of those had been positively identified as 
Americans missing since the 1950-53 
Korean War. 

But more importantly, the breakthrough 
after five days of talks in New York also 
stipulated that more talks will be held next 
month to determine when and where 
unprecedented joint searches for remains of 
missing Americans could be held in North 
Korea this year. 

“We see this as a very positive step for- 
ward on this humanitarian issue.” Mr. 
Liotta said in response to questions. “It's 
something that we've been working on with 
the North Koreans through the United 


Nations Command and then directly with 
them since January in an effort to try and 
resolve the issue.” 

U.S. officials said privately the talks 
appeared to signal another step forward in 
recently improved relations between 
Washington and Pyongyang. The North 
Korean economy is in shambles and poor 
crops are threatening the North with 
famine. 

“This ($2 million payment to the North) 
had been an issue of discussion for quite 
some time and it had been a stumbling 
block in us being able to have broader dis- 
cussions with the North Koreans on recov- 
ery efforts within the country," Mr. Liotta 
told reporters. 

He stressed that the payment did not set a 
precedent for future payments, which will 
be judged on what the United States decides 
is fair to repay the North for its efforts. He 
also said no sites or dates had been deter- 
mined for joint searches in the North 
although sites of former prison camps 
might be fruitful because of possible mass 
graves. 

“We do not have particular sites in mind 
at this time,” he said. “We have begun in 
my office to prepare some sites that we'd 
like to propose. And the June meetin° will 
be used for both sides to discuss the’ sites 
and hopefully to determine what sites we eo 
to first.” 6 

Mr. Liotta said the U.S. Part of any search 
team would probably be small, between six 
and 10 military and civilian experts. 


Diana said threatening to sell gems 


LONDON (R) — Princess Diana is threat- 
ening to sell her royal jewels as her planned 
divorce from Prince Charles becomes 
increasingly acrimonious, British newspa- 
pers reported Saturday. 

The latest twist in the troubled parting fol- 
lowed earlier reports that Princess Diana 
had met Queen Elizabeth and told her she 
would pull out of divorce talks unless there 
were some signs of progress. 

The Daily Express said Princess Diana's 
threat to sell her royal jewels could put her 
in open conflict with the queen, who firmly 
believed they were heirlooms and must 
remain in the royal family. 

“The Princess of Wales argues thai the 
gems, a wedding present, belong to her,” 
said the newspaper. 

Hie Express said some of the gems, 
including a tiara worth an estimated S2 mil- 
lion (S3 million), had already been sent to 
leading London jeweller Marwan Chatila 
for valuation. 

It quoted Mr. Chatila as saying Princess 
Diana’s sapphire and diamond engagement 
ring was the “most significant” item in her 
collection. The ring was bought for £28.500 


?° w wonh 

-50,000 (S76,420) at face value 

“However, because it belongs to Princess 
Diana, 1 believe private collectors would 
wrilin^y pay£l million ($1.53 million) for 
it, said Mr. Chatila. 

Princess Diana’s threat to sell her naval 
jewels was unlikely to help her divorce 
negotiations with Prince Charles, who wS 
afready reported to be annoyed that her 
meetmg with his mother had hit the head- 

The Daily Telegraph said Prince Charles 
was considering legal action to prevenTftS 
tterasdosura about the state of the royal 

“There is mounting speculation on the 
grace s Slde that such leaks are emanating 
from those close to the princess.” said the 
newspaper. me 

consent'’ divorce « the Z 


“Bob Geldof, Paula 

Yates divorce 

LONDON (AFP) — Irish - 

nop singer Bob Ge dofatri 

TV presenter Paula Yates 
have divorced, ending 10 
years of what the British 4 

press played up as the ideal 

rock-and-roll marriage A 
London court granted a 
quickie divorce Friday. 
Geldof. 41. who used to 
sin" with the Booratown 
Rats and soared to interna- 
tional fame in the late 
1980s when he organised 
the “Band Aid” concert for 
Ethiopian famine victims, 
and Yates, 35. have three 
daughters. Fifi Tnxibelle, 

12 Peaches, six. and Pixie, 
four. They separated last 
year. Yates left Geldof for 
Michael Hutchence. leader 
of the Australian rock bank 
Tnxs. and the two are ex- 
pecting a baby girl- already 
named Heavenly Herani, 
this summer. Geldof lives 
with Jeanne Marine, a 26- 
year-old French actress. 

Ultimate in stretch 
limos ordered off 

roads ^ 

SAN DIEGO (R) — A 
white stretch limousine 
belonging to an Arab 
sheikh and thought to be 
one of the longest in the 
world has been ordered off 
the roads by police because 
it is too long, even for car- 
crazy California. The limo, 
measuring 20.2 metres and 
able to seat 36 people, was 
stopped Thursday in Carls- 
bad, an exclusive San Die- 
go suburb, by two Cali-tor- 
nia Highway Patrol officers 
who put a tape measure to 
it and determined that it 
exceeded the maximum 
length of 19.8 metres al- 
lowed in California. 

Texas stews over 
vegetarian beef 4 
promoter 

AUSTIN, Texas (R > — The 
Texas official in charge of 
promoting Texan cattle can 
preach the benefits of beef 
— but don’t invite her to a 
cook out. Diane Smith, 
who oversees livestock 
programmes as assistant 
commissioner of the State 
Agriculture Department, 
admitted this week she has 
been a vegetarian for the 
past 14 years. “It has noth- 
ing to do with my work,” 

Ms. Smith told reporters. 

“It’s a personal prefer- 
ence.” Texas agriculture 
officials quickly came to 
her defence. "What's the 
beef?” asked Rick Perry, 

Texas agriculture commis- 
sioner, who said Ms. Smith 
has done an outstanding 
job promoting the $8 bil- 
lion Texas beef industry. 

Hare Krishna 
community wins 
manor battle 

LONDON (R) _ Hare 
Krishna devotees won per- 
mission to worship and 
hold festivals at a contro- 
versial Hindu temple after 
a lengthy battle with resi- 
dents of a 13th century 
English village. British En- 
vironment Secretary John 
Gu miner granted planning 
permission for public wor- 
ship following a public 
inquiry at the mock-Tudor 
Bhaktivendanta Manor in 
the tranquil village of 
Letchmore Heath. Villa- 0 
gers complained that their 
life had been ruined by 
noise and congestion when 
thousands of chanting, saf- 
fron-robed Hare Krishna 
members flocked there to 
worship. 

Mysterious 
vampire beast 
spreads panic in 
Mexico 

Mexico cm- ( rj_ is i t 

a bat? Is it a witch? Is it 
from Mars? This much is 
known; it is fun* has big 

bulbous eyes and sucks the 

blood of goats and other 
creatures. The mysterious 
vampire-like crea ture 

rr«'7 1 ¥ “Chupacabras” 
(Goatsucker) has gripped 
the fevered imaginations of 
raan V Mexicans. While go- A 
vemment officials appeal 
or calm, enterprising trin- 
?f^ ers have jumped on 
rae bandwagon with Chu- 
pacabras T-shirts and key- 
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Potice s teargas canisters fall in the Whitehead detention camp Saturday in order to disperse rioting Vietnamese 
who staged rooftop protests for the second day and violently resisted efforts to remove them. The uprising of the 
Vietnamese boatpeople Friday was one of the worst riots in Hong Kong in years with 200 detainees escaping after 
toppling fences and storming gates (Renter photo) 

Boatpeople continue riots in Hong Kong 

HONG KONG (R) — Rioting Vietna- 
mese hurled rocks and Spears and 
police fired teargas in a Hong Kong 
prison camp Saturday as boatpeople 
staged rooftop protests for the second 
day and violently resisted efforts to 
deport them. 

The rioters waved banners, shouted 
> freedom slogans and bombarded the 
police from hut roofs after authorities 
tried to round up inmates for the latest 
wave of forced repatriation. Security 
forces said five officers were injured 
in the clash. 

Friday’s uprising and mass breakout 
at the Whitehead Camp in the rural 
New Territories was one of the worst 
riots in Hong Kong penal institutions 
in years. Rioters razed 26 buildings, 
set’ ablaze 53 vehicles and burned 
camp records of inmates. 

Prisons Commissioner Raymond Lai 
said 119 inmates escaped after top- 
pling fences and storming the gates 
Friday and that about 80 had been 
recaptured, leaving about 35 on the 
run.'-' • ' 1 » 

•' "Mr Lai ‘told reporters a reliable 
count was made SatuftUfy and earlier 
estimates that 200 hdti' Escaped were 
exaggerated. 

Most of the camp’s 8,600 detainees 
have failed to secure refugee status 
and are deemed illegal immigrants. ■ 

China insists aU 18,000 boatpeople 
detained in Hong Kong be removed by 


the time the British colony reverts to 
Chinese sovereignty in mid- 1997. 

‘‘Vietnamese migrants showed com- 
plete disregard not only for law and 
order but also for 'life and property. 
Seventeen staff narrowly escaped 
death from a building set on fire,” Mr. 
Lai said. 

“This incident will not shake the go- 
vernment’s resolve. These people will 
be going back to Vietnam. The sooner 
the better.” 

Saturday's clashes ignited as police 
and guards moved 350 migrants from 
the centre. The government is empty- 
ing Whitehead as it steps up a pro- 
gramme of forced returns to Vietnam. 

Clouds of smoke mingled with acrid 
teargas over the huts of the camp, lo- 
cated beside the sea, after Saturday’s 
battle. 

Babies stared vacantly and children 
waved sadly through the steel mesh of 
cage-like trucks as whole families of 
failed asylum-seekers were trucked 
out of the -camp to the more secure 
High Island Detention Centre: a first ; 
step to deportation. . ‘ 

But hundreds more at Whitehead 
waved banners and shouted from the 
rooftops in a tense stand-off with riot 
police. Small children crawled danger- 
ously over the roof ridges. 

About 200 rooftop rioters waved 
banners and chanted slogans. One 
banner said: “Fight to the end for free- 


dom and democracy**. Although riot 
police had gained access to the roofs, a 
spokesman said the situation was not 
yet under control. 

He said it was possible the guards 
might have removed some people who 
were not yet due for repatriation but 
identification was made difficult 
because of the lost records. 

About 2,000 security men surround- 
ed the huts and counsellors tried to 
talk the protesters into climbing down. 
Police scoured hills and nearby towns 
for fugitives. 

The riots did not dent the govern- 
ment’s determination to proceed with 
deponation plans. Any shreds of sym- 
pathy Hong Kong people harboured 
for the boatpeople fizzled as they 
counted the cost of what officials 
called deplorable wanton violence. 

Newspapers and callers to radio 
talks shows spoke of the public's 
desire for the government to charter 
ships to deport boat people in large 
. numbers as a. result of the mayhem. 

, v • *pnie to g^l lough”, was the- head-- 
. line of an editorial in the English-lan- 
guage south China Morning Posl 

The boatpeople are would-be 
refugees who fled Vietnam after the 
Communist victory in 1975. Some 
30,000 remain in camps in South East 
Asia, with the largest number in Hong 
Kong. 


Clinton, Dole use opposite campaign strategies 


STATE COLLEGE, Pennsylvania 
(AFP) — While President Bill Clinton 
is making maximum use of the digni- 
fied platform the White House gives 
him, Senate leader Bob Dole has opted 
to run his campaign from within 
Congress, a strategy that has raised 
some eyebrows. 

judging from tbe lead opinion polls 
give him, Mr. Ginton matte the right 
choice. 

The democratic president and the 
Republican senator are virtually cer- 
tain to face off in the November elec- 
tions. 

Mr. Clinton’s appearance here Fri- 
day was an example of his strategy to 
steer clear as long as possible from 
partisan politics and retain a states- 
manlike aura. 

He drew loud applause during his 
speech at a graduation ceremony at 
Penn state University that like many of 
his recent addresses focused on tradi- 
tional values. 

Praising the notion of “personal 
responsibility,” Mr. Clinton urged his 
fellow Americans, and young citizens 
in particular, to adopt a spirit of com- 
munity service to help find a solution 
to the social ills of America. 

He drew thunderous applause when 
he urged the several hundred gradu- 
ates facing him “to give back some of 
the things your country has given to 
you” — a wink to former President 


John F. Kennedy’s famous call: “Ask 
not what your country can do for you, 
ask what you can do for your country.” 

While Mr. Clinton wooed them with 
uncontroversial themes that hurt no 
one. Sen. Dole spends his days deep in 
legislative battles. 

After winning the Republican pri- 
maries that determine the party’s pres- 
idential candidate. Sen. Dole decided 
to retain his post as Senate leader, 
while at the same time campaigning 
for the top job. 

“It’s a very strange strategy indeed,” 
said Stephen Hess of the Brookings 
Institution in Washington. “He is 
bogged down in the minutiae of the 
issues ... on a variety of issues that he 
cannot choose,” Mr. Hess told AFP. 

“It would be great if he were running 
for leadership of the Senate,” Mr. Hess 
' said, adding however that as tilings 
stand, “it's a disastrous decision.” 

Every night, TV screens show a Bob 
Dole bogged down in highly technical 
procedural battles few people can 
understand and using (he legislative 
jargon he has spoken for 35 years. 

On the other hand, when Mr. Clinton 
appears on television, it is usually in a 
solemn and dignified setting, during 
ceremonies for tbe victims of the April 
19. 1995 Oklahoma Gty bombing, or 
at the launch of a campaign to cut 
teenage pregnancy, and particularly 
during foreign visits. Foreign policy is 


usually an important asset for a presi- 
dent campaigning for re-election. 

There is often little substance in the 
carefully orchestrated presidential cer- 
emonies, but in the American political 
debate, where television reigns sup- 
reme, appearance is everything. 

Mr. Ginton has a tremendous advan- 
tage in this regard, being the White 
House tenant 

“The White House is like having a 
megaphone for eveiything you say. It 
magnifies your good points and your 
bad points,” said Mr Hess. 

After two years during which his 
administration was seen as leaning to 
the left — in the U.S. context — Mr. 
Clinton has moved his politics and his 
message closer to the centre since the 
Republicans rook control of Congress 
in November 1994. He even borrowed 
more than one leaf from the Republi- 
can book, notably the page on moral 
values. 

Mr. Ginton’s message is all the more 
popular since numerous Republicans 
appear to have done their best to 
appear as dangerous extremists. 

All recent opinion, polls agree that 
Mr. Ginton currently is well ahead, 
with thelatest poll of voting intentions 
giving him a 31 per cent lead on Sen. 
Dole. But much could still happen in 
the six months to the elections. 


Guevara ‘joked’ about Cuba elections — diplomat 


BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (R) — Cuban guerrilla leader 
Ernesto ‘‘Che” Guevara was joking when, in secret talks 
with a U.S. envoy in 1961, he promised free elections in 
exchange For peace with Washington, an Argentine diplo- 
mat said Friday. 

Recent U.S. press reports say Aigentine-bom Guevara, 
who was killed in Bolivia in 1967, told an envoy of 
President John Kennedy in Uruguay that Cuba was pre- 
pared to agree not to forge an alliance with the Soviet 
Union and not to anack the Guantanamo Bay U.S. military 
base on the island. 

But former Argentine -diplomat Horacio Rodriguez 
Larreta. who organised the 1961 meeting during a party in 
Montevideo, told Argentina's Clarin newspaper in an inter- 
view published Friday that Guevara’s proposals “were not 
very serious.” 

“Guevara was speaking humorously about them going to 
elections, but only once the revolution hod been consolidat- 
ed. He said it would take time and be one pany.” said the 
former adviser to (hen Argentine Foreign Minister Adolfo 
Mujica. 

Press repons quoted newly released official U.S. papers 
as saying Guevara was ready to compensate U.S. firms for 


confiscations in the 1959 revolution and promise Cuba 
would not try to export its revolution to the rest of Latin 
America. 

Guevara, Fidel Castro's revolutionary deputy, was indus- 
try minister in 1961 when he apparently tried to broker a 
deal to head off a U.S. trade embargo. Jusr a few months 
earlier, Mr. Castro’s army and militia had defeated an inva- 
sion attempt by U.S. -backed Cuban exiles at the Bay of 
Pigs. 

Kennedy rejected Guevara’s peace ovenures and imposed 
an economic embargo in 1962, while Cuba strengthened its 
links with Communist Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union 
became the island's main ally and trade partner. 

Mr. Rodriguez Larreta said he was not convinced that 
Guevara had Mr. Castro's full support for a compromise 
deal with Kennedy. 

“On more than one occasion he said he spoke in the name 
of the Cuban government but that’s dubious because he 
repeated that inside the government there were people who 
favoured the strategy of Moscow-dependencv. He said that 
as if it was completely different to what he thought.” he 
said. 


Yeltsin seeks to lead democratic 
alliance for general elections 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Russian President Boris Yeltsin is 
seeking an alliance with other reformist candidates five 
weeks away from presidential elections which Communist 
leader Gennady Zyuganov is widely forecast to win. 

Having presented the June 16 elections as a straight con- 
test between himself and Mr. Zyuganov, Mr. Yeltsin is now 
pressing his rivals in the democratic camp to throw in their 
lot with his campaign, arguing that be is the only real bul- 
wark against a return to co mmuni sm 

None of the candidates are expected to get tire 50 per cent 
plus one vote required to win tbe first round, and opinion 
surveys suggest Ml Yeltsin and Mr. Zyuganov will face 
each other m a second round runoff on July 7. 

On a campaign visit to Astrakhan on the lower Volga 
Saturday, Ml Yeltsin said he was uniting with Grigory 
Yavlinsky, his main challenger among the reformist candi- 
dates. 

Mr. Yeltsin, 65, said he did not regard the other reformist 
candidates as his political opponents, stressing that **we are 
all in favour of democracy, a market economy and Russian 
greatness.” 

Mr. Yeltsin held talks in tbe Kremlin last Sunday with Ml 
Y avlinsky and earlier met General Alexander Lebed. 

He said he would also hold rallcs with Svyatoslav 
Fyodorov, the third reformist candidate in what the Russian 
media have dubbed the “third force” in the elections. 

“I hope this troika will join the presidential team — there 
is enough work for everybody in rebuilding Russia.” Mr. 
Yeltsin said, hinting at a possible future distribution of posts 
to reformist candidates if they joined his campaign. 

Mr. Yavlinsky, who is not forecast to get more than 10 per 
cent of the votes, insisted after his talks with Mr. Yeltsin 
that he would not withdraw his candidacy to improve Ml 
Yeltsin’s chances and there was no discussion of forming a 


coalition. 

Despite rumours that the “third force” will announce a 
angle candidate before the elections, negotiations between 
them remain at an impasse. 

Mr. Yeltsin's emphasis on rallying all democratic forces 
behind bis candidacy is aimed at preventing a repetition of 
the Communist victory in tbe December parliamentary 
elections, when the democratic vote was split several ways. 
. But his strategy may also be to prevent the “third force” 
posing a real challenge to him in the first round. 

The combined votes for the “third force” candidates 
would probably be greater than the 20 to 25 per cent Mr. 
Yeltsin is expected to get in the first round, and would be 
“the main threat to Yeltsin.” according to Seigei Markov, a 
political analyst at the Carnegie Endowment For Peace. 

Warning of tbe danger of civil war, Mr. Yeltsin’s security 
chief Alexander Korzhakov provoked a sensation last 
Sunday by suggesting the elections should be postponed in 
the interests of stability. 

However, Mr. Yeltsin quashed speculation the next day, 
insisting the polls would go ahead as planned. 

He told Interfax News Agency Saturday he would not 
bold a televised debate with any of the other candidates, 
rejecting a call from Mr. Zyuganov Friday for such a 
debate. 

“1 was a Communist for 30 years and had so much of that 
demagogy that today, with my democratic views, I cannot 
bear that demagogy any more. Therefore 1 don’t need any 
debates with Zyuganov,” Mr. Yeltsin said. 

Mr. Yeltsin, campaigning vigorously despite being hospi- 
talised twice last year for heart trouble, has gone by plane, 
helicopter or ship to meet the people, and marked World 
War II Victory Day Thursday in both Moscow and 
Volgograd. 


Uncertain 

calm 

prevails in 
Monrovia 

MONROVIA (Agencies) 
— Battle-weary Monro- 
vians awoke to a precari- 
ous calm Saturday after a 
night free of the sound of 
shells and gunfire, but the 
early morning lull was not 
being taken as an indica- 
tion of a prolonged cessa- 
tion of hostilities. 

Factional clashes that 
began more than a month 
ago often do not get under- 
way until mid-moming and 
the heavy rains that began 
overnight may- also have 
dissuaded fighters- from 
engaging in combat 

Meanwhile, Victor Gbe- 
ho, special envoy of Gha- 
naian President Jerry Raw- 
lings, who also holds the 
revolving ECOWAS presi- 
dency, was expected in 
Monrovia Saturday, to talk 
with the warring parties 
and the Council of State 
about the recent Accra 
s ummi t recommendations 
for Liberia. 

With a ceasefire called 
Monday by factional lea- 
der and Council of State 
member Charles Taylor ha- 
ving had little effect, and a 
peace package set out by 
regional foreign ministers 
in Accra earlier this week 
yet to be accepted by all 
parties to the fighting, it 
remains unclear bow long 
Monro vians will have to 
endure the worst clashes 
they have seen for four 
years. 

On Friday, Mr. Taylor, 
who leads the National 
Patriotic Front of Liberia 
(NPFL), whose fighters he 
regards as “government 
troops”, said opposed mili- 
tiamen should disarm to 
the African peacekeeping 
force, ECOMOG, if the 
conflict is to be resolved. 

Since early April, Mr. 
Taylor’s men and those of 
fellow council member 
Alhaji Kromah have bat- 
tled ethnic Krahn fighters 
of various factions based 
mainly inside the Barclay 
Training Centre (BTC), a 
downtown barracks that 
also houses thousands of 
civilians caught up in the 
fighting. 

The NPFL Friday again 
launched mortar guns and 
rocket propelled grenades 
into the BTC, an everyday 
tactic used to flush out the 
aimed Krahn’s inside. 

Mr. Taylor also said 
ECOMOG would have to 
occupy the BTC and dis- 
arm the Krahns before 
“government troops" with- 
drew from the city centre. 

But the peacekeepers 
have kept to the sidelines 
during mosr of the month's 
clashes, fearful of accusa- 
tions of taking sides. 

Krahn leaders insist that 
disarmament of all fighters 
should be simultaneous, 
and are unlikely to give up 
their guns before their fac- 
tional foes do so. 


Chechen rebels free education 
minister ; four Russian troops 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Chechen separatist 
rebels have released the education minister 
of the pro-Moscow Chechen government 
and four Russian soldiers, Russian news 
agencies reported Saturday. 

Chechen Interior Ministry officials quot- 
ed by ITAR-TASS said Education Minister 
Yefim Gelman, who had been held by the 
rebels for more than six months, was 'in 
very poor health as a result of the stress he 
experienced.” 

Mr. Gelman, now at home, did not say 
where he had been held or on what condi- 
tions he was freed, but relatives told ITAR- 
TASS that the rebels had earlier demanded 
a $200,000 ransom and a special account 
had been opened at a branch of the Kredo- 
Bank. 

The fate of Chechen Information Minister 
Lecha Magomadov and two priests kid- 
napped in the north Caucasus republic last 
.year was stjli unknown, ITAR-TASS said. 

Meanwhile. Russian Defence Ministry 
officials quoted by Interfax said four 
Russian soldiers captured in December 
1995 were exchanged Friday for separatist 
fighters. 

Chechen rebels have been battling 
Russian troops since Moscow poured 
forces into Chechenya in December 1994 
in a bid to crash the independence move- 
ment formerly led by -Dzhokhar Dudayev, 
who was killed in a Russian attack last 
moath. 

Meanwhile Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin confirmed Saturday he would visit 
Chechenya later this month, saying his 
intervention was needed for the waning 
sides to hold peace talks, Russian news 
agencies reported. 

Speaking to local people in a park in 
Astrakhan in southern Russia, Mr. Yeltsin 
said: “I will visit Chechenya in May to get 
tbe warring sides to sit down at the negoti- 
ating table, because nobody will do that 
without me.” 

However, Mr. Yeltsin added that “of 
course, the (Presidential) Security Service 
is/against my visit to Chechenya.” Interfax 
News Agency reported. 

Russian Interior Minister Anatoly 
Kulikov said Wednesday the security forces 
would not be able to guarantee Mr. 
Yeltsin’s safety on his planned trip to the 
north Caucasus republic, but the Kremlin 
said Mr. Yeltsin himself would take the 
final derision on whether to go or noL 

“Such a visit is impossible at the moment, 
but security forces will do everything pos- 
sible so that it can he possible later on.” Mr. 


Kulikov said. 

Chechen separatist leader Zelimkhan 
Yandarbyev has warned that he cannot 
guarantee Mr. Yeltsin’s security if the 
Russian leader visits Chechenya. 

In Znamensk, a town in the Astrakhan 
region on the lower Volga, Mr. Yeltsin pro- 
posed the signing of a three-party peace 
accord between the federal authorities, the 
pro-Moscow Chechen government of Doku 
Zavgayev and the Chechen separatists. 

He said he hoped such an accord could be 
signed before the June 16 Russian presi- 
dential elections. 

Asked by a veteran in Astrakhan whether 
he could confirm the death of separatist 
leader Dzhokhar Dudayev, Mr. Yeltsin 
replied: “We know where he was buried, 
we know what rituals were involved, and 
most important, we know where his grave 
lies.” . . 

The Chechen separatists,, who have been 
battling Russian forces since December 
1994, said Dudayev was killed on April 21 
in the southern village of Gekhi Chu in a 
targeted Russian missile attack. 

The Russian military denied the Chechen 
version, saying Dudayev was killed in an 
inter-Chechen gunbattie. 

Dudayev's successor Ml Yandarbyev has 
ruled out peace talks with the Zavgayev 
government, insisting on direct talks with 
top Russian leaders. 

Interfax meanwhile reported that four 
Chechen Interior Ministry troops were 
killed overnight in Gudennes, Chechenya’s 
second town, about 35 kilometres east of 
the devastated capital Grozny. 

Yuri Plugin, first deputy interior minister 
in Mr. Zavgayev’s government, said a min- 
isterial commission was investigating tbe 
deaths. 

The Russian military command admitted 
that its helicopter gunsbips attacked Unis 
Martan, 25 kilometres south of Grozny, in a 
raid Friday which killed one person and 
wounded seven others. 

The command, quoted by Interfax, said it 
was a “precision attack” on a rebel position. 

Yusup Elmurzayev. head of the Urns 
Martan administration, said a man was 
killed in the raid and four children and a 
woman were among the wounded. 

It was the second helicopter attack in four 
days against the town, which has never 
been a rebel stronghold and until this week 
had managed to avoid the heavy fighting 
which has engulfed other regions of 
Chechenya. 


Armani sentenced in Italian trial 


MILAN (R) — A court gave fashion 
designer Giorgio Armani a nine-month sus- 
pended sentence in a plea bargain Friday as 
the bribery trial of Italy's top fashion names 
reopened after months of delays. 

The court, presided over by Judge Sal- 
vatore Capelleri, also agreed that Mr. Ar- 
mani should pay 100 million lire ($64,000) 
as part of tbe plea bargain, a formula that 
implies admission of wrongdoing in 
exchange for leniency and a quick ruling. 

Mr. Armani said in a statement issued 
after the judge’s ruling that he did not con- 
sider himself guilty. 

“I decided to plea bargain, even though I 
don’t believe 1 am guilty of this charge, in 
order to close a chapter that has upset my 
professional serenity,” he said. 

“1 gave up the opportunity to explain 
before the judge the reasons which, I am 
confident, could have cleared me ” 

Court sources said Mr. Armani, accused 
of paying 100 million lire to Milan tax 
inspectors in exchange for lenient audits on 
his fashion house, had repaid the money. 
He has said in the past that the money was 
extorted from him. 

Eight other defendants, including Aldo 
Pinto whose wife Mariuccia Mandelli is 
better known as the designer Krizia, were 
granted their requests for plea bargains. 

The 10 remaining defendants, including 
top designers Gianfranco Ferre, Krizia and 


Gianni Versace’s brother Santo declmed to 
bargain. Their lawyers told reports s that 
they wanted to be able to clear their i tines. 

A total of 19 designers, industry associ- 
ates and tax inspectors are on trial. None of 
the fashion gurus were in the Milan court- 
house Friday. 

The trial was later adjourned to June 18 
when the presiding judge will rule on two 
defence requests. 

The first, by Ferre's law ve. Carlo 
Adomaio, was for the panel of judges to be 
changed on the grounds that the P jmani 
sentencing for corruption had prejudiced 
the chances of the others receiving a fair 
trial. 

The second, by Krizia’s lawyer Ore.Ntc 
Dominioni. was for the trial to be halted for 
procedural reasons. 

Mr. Armani's lawyer Lionel Ceresi said 
earlier his client sought the plea bargain ay 
a “mechanism for simplification”. 

“We would not want any negative public- 
ity to absorb Mr. Armani’s positive publici- 
ty and that's why we opted for a plea bar- 
gain,” said Mr. Ceresi, who added that pub- 
licity played on essential role in the fashion 
sector. 

“Mr. Armani’s work is creative and he 
can’t be distracted by the trial process 
which is made worse by the press.” 
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Challenge before summit 

THE REFERENCE to the Middle East peace process 
understandably occupied the top slot on the list of key 
elements contained in the communique which was 
issued at the conclusion of the meetings of the Joint 
Jordanian- Egyptian Higher Committee in Amman 
last week. The strong backing that the two countries 
expressed for negotiations on the Palestinian-Israeli 
track as well as for the Israeli and Syrian-Lebanese 
fronts, coupled with the message that today's three- 
way summit in Cairo conveys, should leave no room 
for doubt about where this core group of Arabs 
stands. Jordan, Egypt and the Palestinians view this 
as a most critical juncture In the peace process with 
Israel, and unless every effort is made now to ensure 
real progress the region will continue to suffer from 
instability and disarray for a long time 'to come. 

The Cairo summit will most probably tackle other 
issues notably Lebanon in the aftermath of last 
month's mini-war there. With added evidence from 
international and even Israeli sources that Israeli 
forces held Lebanese life with utter contempt, there is 
now a brewing crisis over the Cana tragedy that goes 
to the heart of the peace process. 

Likewise the Iraqi file will be opened and the 
continuing suffering of its people will be discussed. 
With Iraq's territorial integrity being increasingly 
threatened and there being no total end in sight to the 
L : .N. imposed sanctions, there is no escape from the 
conclusion that the terrible situation calls for a more 
coherent joint Arab stand that could greatly contri- 
bute to alleviating the suffering of the Iraqi people. 
The summit could easily become the focal point for 
this long-awaited joint stand. After all what is at stake 
is not the ruling regime in Baghdad but rather the 
future of Iraq which is a pivotal country in the region 
and a backbone of Arab strength. 

On the economic level, the Cairo meeting will have 
to address dimensions of the tripartite relationship. 
Of special concern in this regard will he the agreement 
that was struck by Jordan and Egypt last week to 
create a free trade zone. The step is particularly 
important because the Egyptian market is indeed 
large and can offer marketing options to Jordanian — 
and later Palestinian — exporters squeezed hard by 
the deteriorating situation in Iraq. 

Hopefully the creation of the zone would not only- 
help to redress the existing imbalance but also create 
new vistas for cooperation and coordination among 
Egypt. Palestine and Jordan. The attainment of this 
objective would of course need a political will. But 
such will can and must be given expression in today's 
summit. 

As the twentieth century draws to a close, we have 
every right to expect the forging of new Arab relations 
starting with our three countries. 

The summit is thus called upon to give an added 
depth and meaning to what is already there so that 
Arab vision for the future could be that much less 
blurred. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


NO MATTER how hard Shimon Peres tries to conceal 
the real aims of the new L\S. -Israeli military accord, 
the world public opinion firmly believes thai it is pri- 
marily aimed at ensuring the success of the Israeli 
Labour Party in the May 29 general elections, said a 
writer for A1 Ra’i Saturday Mohammad Barhoumeh 
said thai with this deal. Peres hopes to win the support 
of the Israeli electorate ;ind President Clinton hopes to 
get the bai. king of the Jewish voters in this year's pres- 
idcniiu! elections. It is true that the l\5. is biased 
toward'* Israel, providing it with all that it needs of 
weapons, .inancial and economic aid. according to the 
writer. But. lie said, the new deal moves the US. -Israeli 
coo|vration in military affairs one step forward, 
enaksng Israel to have access to the American military 
arsenal and receive all kinds of sophisticated weapons. 
I If said Peres seems to have achieved for Israel w hat all 
tlvj grevi, •!!■. government* of the Jew ish state tailed to 
achieve in the military field and secured the scrapping 
o! the clause thai culled tor the destruction is Israel in 
the Palestinian charter as well. 


'' Ml- ARABS hud hoped that the latest Israelis aggres- 
kuii :r. Lebanon would reactivate the peace process and 
::i*i‘|ve Syria. Lebanon and Israel in neguturions aimed 
a permanent settlement that would secure the end of 
occupation, said AI Ra’i daily Saturday. But the results 
of the investigations conducted by the United Nations, 
which found that Israel is not excused for raiding a U.N. 
compound and killing 100 Lebanese civilians, have 
angered Israel and the United States to a degree that 
these two allies feel they should not respect the U.N. 
-.epon in this case and should not take speedy measures 
*•' .vsunie the peace negotiations, said the daily. The 
»M.-. !i premier has said that his country cannot trust the 
l N. organisation and demanded that the status of the 
U.N. forces, which have been stationed in Lebanon 
since 1978, be reexamined, according to the paper 
which said that this Israeli reaction proves to the world 
that the Jewish state does not respect the international 
legitimacy and the U.N resolutions which demand that 
Israeli forces withdraw from the occupied Arab lands. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Failed Fanek 


The day after the IMF programme 


KNOWING THE short-term political motivations of our 
decision makers, at the level of the executive and legisla- 
tive branches of government, we can safely assume that, 
had it not been for the policies and conditions set by the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) which the govern- 
ment has no alternative but to abide by, the economic 
conditions in Jordan would, by now. be similar to those in 
Sudan, at best, and similar to those in Somalia, at worst. 

Jordan entered this year a new phase of economic 
adjustment effort through a new three-year programme 
approved by the IMF, covering 1996 through 1998. The 
main objectives of this new programme is to carry on 
with reforms, achieve higher growth in the gross domes- 
tic product (GDP), build up a more sizeable reserve of 
foreign exchange with the Central Bank, and continue to 
reduce the deficits in the fiscal budget as well as in the 
current account of the balance of payments, year after 
year, until we reach u state of equilibrium at some point 
in time. 

During these three years, the foreign debt instalments, 
falling due. will continue to be smoothly rescheduled and 
the interest due will be capitalised with no problem, as 
has always been the case since 1989. Therefore. Jordan 
will not face major economic or social difficulties, except 
for what we have become used to. which is unavoidable 
in the process of reducing deficits, and the related unpop- 
ular decisions which any government would like to avoid 
or at least defer, such as the reduction or elimination of 
subsidies and raising prices of certain goods and services 
produced by the public sector to recover the economic 
cost of production. 

But what about the direction which we may take imme- 
diately after the end of the three years period? Would Jor- 
dan find itself obliged to go on adopting yet more adjust- 
ment programmes and cooperating with the IMF indefi- 
nitely. or would Jordan graduate at that point in time, feel- 


ing that it can manage on its own without having to 
depend on the IMF and its certificate of good behaviour, 
especially in dealing with the creditors in London Club 
and Paris Club? 

Jordanian policy makers will find themselves at a cross- 
road. The current IMF programme expires in December 
1998. Entering a new programme will not mean the pos- 
sibility of more rescheduling, because all instalments 
falling due on 1998 and thereafter will not be eligible for 
rescheduling, either because they were already resched- 
uled during the past nine years but fell due again, or they 
relate to new loans which were withdrawn after the cut- 
off date of Jan. 1, 1989. In both cases the instalments 
could not be rescheduled. 

Therefore, Jordan is not under obligation to submit to 
any further programme for the sake of managing its exter- 
nal debts. It no more needs the IMF certificate of good 
behaviour. Simply there will be no more decisions to be 
taken by the London Club or the Paris Club relating to 
Jordanian debt, except for the follow up of repayment on 
timely basis as agreed in the rescheduling agreements 
made between 1989 and 1998. 

However, we venture to suggest that it will be in Jor- 
dan's best interest to continue to adhere voluntarily to an 
IMF approved programme, first in order to facilitate the 
receipt of international financial aid which we will con- 
tinue to need and second to avoid another set-back simi- 
lar to that of 1988/1989. Policies of appeasement and sub- 
mission to popular slogans may lead us again to repro- 
duce economic distortions and imbalances, in which 
case economic crisis may follow. 

The fact that Jordan will be adopting the programme on 
a voluntary basis is an assurance that it does not infringe 
on its sovereignty, while, at the same rime, it inspires 
investor confidence. 


Bosnia — peace or truce? 


By Gwynne Dyer 

AT THE time, it was not 
clear whether last autumn's 
Dayton accord meant peace 
in Bosnia, or just u year's 
truce. Five months later — 
and only seven months 
before NATO troops are 
scheduled to pull out again 
— it is clear that the choice 
is between an unjust peace 
and a renewed war. 

"Saying that the country 
ought to be politically uni- 
fied before NATO pulls out 
is too hard a test." said U.S. 
Defence Secretary Bill 
Perry last month, although 
that is exactly what the 
Dayton deal demands. 
Weeks were spent negotiat- 
ing a timetable for a federal 
Bosnia, but all that has 
mysteriously ceased to mat- 
ter. 

Bosnian unification is 
"certainly not going to hap- 
pen by the time NATO is 
ready to pull out of there," 
said Mr. Perry. So does 
NATO posrpone its planned 
pull-out on December 20? 
Not according to Mr. Perry: 
"1 can only think of one 
(reason for NATO to stay 
longer), and that is to pre- 
vent a war from starting up 
again — not to reunify the 
country." 

NATO’s behaviour on the 
ground is even more elo- 
quent about the shift in pol- 
icy than Mr. Perry's words. 
There are 60,000 NATO 
troops in Bosnia, enjoying 
complete military superior- 
ity over any possible com- 
bination of local forces, but 
nothing has been done to go 
after Bosnian Serb war 
criminals. "President" 
Radovan Karadzic and 
General Ratko Mladic, both 
under indictment by the 
U.N. war crimes tribunal, 
continue to rule the break- 
away Bosnian Serb state. 

Tht' state, moreover, is 
coming under no effective 
pres>iure to open its territo- 


ry to returning refugees. 1 .7 
million of Bosnia's 4 mil- 
lion people are still 
refugees, and in recent 
weeks NATO troops have 
repeatedly turned back 
Muslim and Croatian 
groups seeking to visit 
homes and graves in Ser- 
bian-held territory because 
it is "too dangerous." (It 
would not be if NATO did 
its job.) 

NATO has also refused to 
let its troops guard the vari- 
ous m*oss graves where 
U.N. investigators are try- 
ing to gather evidence 
about the Serbian-run geno- 
cide. though local comman- 
ders have acknowledged 
that the Serbs are destroy- 
ing the evidence as quickly 
as possible. 

Why this do-nothing atti- 
tude? The main reason is 
sheer timidity: a desperate 
desire not to expose NATO 
troops to any danger. Wash- 
ington's need to avoid hav- 
ing any American troops 
ambushed or taken hostage 
in an election year is espe- 
cially acute, so U.S. sol- 
diers rarely move anywhere 
in anything less than four- 
vehicle convoys — which 
severely limits their useful- 
ness. 

As a result, there has been 
little progress even in inte- 
grating the Muslim and 
Croatian-controlled regions 
that are supposed to be the 
core of the reunited Bosnia. 
Only firm NATO pressure 
on this issue could ever get 
the cooperation of Croatian 
President Franjo Tudjman 
(who talks of- the need to 
“Europeanise and civilise" 
Bosnian Muslims as though 
they were some inferior 
foreign breed), and the nec- 
essary pressure has not 
been applied. 

Tudjman's policy, unchal- 
lenged. means that (here 
will not be any nucleus 
around which Bosnia can 
be rebuilt. Instead, the 


Croatian-populated districts 
of Bosnia are being stealth- 
ily integrated with Croatia 
itself. As for the Serbian- 
run part of Bosnia, its lead- 
ers still dream of integra- 
tion with Serbia proper, and 
refuse almost all coopera- 
tion with the Bosnian 
authorities. 

In these circumstances, 
the idea that there will actu- 
ally be elections for (he fed- 
eral government of a reunit- 
ed Bosnia this year, as 
required by the Dayton 
deal, is pure fantasy. The 
reality is that Croatia and 
Serbia are preparing to gob- 
ble up most of Bosnia. leav- 
ing only a landlocked Mus- 
lim-controlled rump stater 

Is this shameful outcome 
what NATO really wants? It 
depends on which half of 
NATO you mean. 

The United States is 
deeply unhappy about the 
impending final triumph of 
force over justice in Bosnia 
but it will not risk any 
American lives to avert it. 
So Washington toys with 
the notion of arming the 
Bosnian Muslims so that 
they can resist the partition 
of Bosnia on their own — 
and at the same time it 
grows ever more deter- 
mined to get all the Ameri- 
can troops out by Decem- 
ber 20. 

The Europeans, who 
think they are more “realis- 
tic" than the Americans 
(they are actually just more 
cynical), have been trying 
to sell Bosnia's Muslims 
down the river and thus get 
rid of this embarrassing war 
almost from the moment 
the first shot was fired. 
Only the U.S. stopped them 
from achieving that goal 
long ago. 

But now NATO's big 
European members have a 
new lever to use on Wash- 
ington. Britain and France 
are also committed to 
pulling their troops out of 


Bosnia on Dec. 20. which 
would probably reignite the 
war. But they might recon- 
sider and stay for a while — 
if the U.S. does not arm the 
Muslims and wreck their 
plans. 

The timid behaviour of 
the Americans in Bosnia 
pales in comparison with 
(he base cowardice and 
treachery of (he Europeans. 
In an earlier phase of the 
Bosnian war. British Gen- 
eral Sir Michael Rose actu- 
ally ordered bis troops not 
to identify targets to NATO 
aircraft overhead, so as to 
thwart planned air strikes. 

European policy is even 
harder to understand- now 
that the Serbs have turned 
out to be paper tigers. Even 
after last autumn’s massive 
NATO air strikes finally 
broke the Bosnian Serbs’ 
will to go on fighting, 
appeasement has been die 
favoured strategy- in most 
European capitals. And if 
their current policies pre- 
vail, then only two scenar- 
ios remain for next year in 
Bosnia 

If Croatia and Serbia go 
to war again over the Ser- 
bian-occupied strip of East- 
ern Slavonia then Bosnian 
Muslims might be able to 
lake advantage of the fight- 
ing to win back some more 
of the land they lost to the 
Serbs. But if Zagreb and 
Belgrade can make a deal 
on the peaceful division of 
the spoils, then the Muslims 
will end up with little more 
than a third of the old 
Bosnia 

For a brief moment last 
autumn, it looked as if the 
Western great powers had 
finally listened to their own 
rhetoric about upholding 
international law. defending 
human rights, and resisting 
aggression. But it was a 
verv brief moment. 


Between the fiscalists 

and the monetarists 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 

THE CENTRAL bank’s 
policy of preserving tne 
level of liquidity at local 
banks by indirect controls, 
such as the purchase and 
sale (lately only sale 9 of 
certificates of deposit (LDJ- 
is a policy that seems dis- 
tant from the overall pic- 
ture. And while drying up 
all domestic liquidity 
through high interest rate 

CDs may work well for 
giving the dinar a facade of 
stability and contributing to 
the lowering of inflation 
(which was triggered by the 
increase in the sales tax last 
year), such a policy is 
impotent and adversely 
impacts the status of the 
unemployed. Therefore, 1 
am bewildered when some- 
one claims that the present 
monetary policy is the 
cause of the recent eco- 
nomic growth and the 
decrease in unemployment. 

The history of this policy 
over the last two years is as 
follows: In 1995, interest 
rates increased from their 
1994 level of 7.7 per cent 
and 7.94 per cent for three 
months and six month CDs, 
respectively, to S.75 per 
cent and 9.5 per cent The 
Central Bank did this by 
purchasing S39.9 miilion 
worth of CDs in 1995. In 
1996, the rate on three 
month and six' month CDs 
jumped to 9.25 per cent and 
9.5 per cent, causing the 
prime rate to rise indirectly 
to a value between 1 1 .5 and 
14 per cent, which is a very 
high rate for an investment- 
starved economy. 

The claim that high inter- 
est rates help businesses 
become more efficient and 
selective in their invest- 
ment. thereby improving 
their efficiency, is far from 
the whole truth because 
two things happen when 
the interest rate rises: first, 
businesses are crowded out 
of the market by the gov- 
ernment which has been 
borrowing money indirect- 
ly (even if not ail the excess 
is borrowed), thus leaving 
the banks with less money 
to lend; and second, busi- 
nesses are faced with fewer 
and fewer investment 
opportunities that.pay more 
than the interest rate. 

For example, a business 
person would not borrow 
from the bank at 14 per cent 
to finance an operation that 
has a rate of return of 13 
per cent because he/she 
would be losing at leasT 1 
per cent of investment. Fur- 
thermore, capital efficiency 
improvement is strictly a 
long-run phenomenon that 
requires technical and tech- 
nological advances which 
usually occur over extend- 
ed periods of time as a 
result of many charges, 
among which prominently 
evidenced is institutional 
changes. 

One of the most difficult 
things to do is separate 
technology from capital 
and evidence from around 
the world suggests that 
major technological 
improvements have usually 
resulted from the opening 
of trade and the threat of 
foreign competition. 

Has this monetary policy 
caused capital to flow to 
Jordan in search of a high 
interest rate? No, capital 


flows to countries where 
the expected rate of return 
on investment is highest, at 
least that is what Europe is 
experiencing right now. So 

forget about what they said 

in that fust-year economic 
textbook and remember: 
capital chases after high 
profits; if *e cost of bor- 
rowing is high, the profits 
from business ventures 
decrease which prevents 
the inflow of international 
investments. 

At any rate. 1 think the 

government’s fiscal policy 
is the one that presents us 
with the most challenge: 
last year we witnessed a 
12.6 per cent increase in 
public spending because of 
the government's restruc- 
turing efforts; however, 
unemployment only 

decreased by 0.3 per cent 
from the previous year. 
Why? First, even the most 
devout “small government" 
advocate will agree that the 
best way to create jobs in 
the short run is through 
government spending. 
Thus, Jordanian workers 
should have seen a signifi- 
cant increase in job oppor- 
tunities, which they did not. 

I believe the answer lies in 
the fact that the jobs creat- 
ed were low-skilled jobs, so 
that foreign labour, willing 
to work for lower wages 
than the domestic work 
force, was able to capture 
most the jobs. The proof:, 
substantial economic 
growth occurred in mining 
(18 per cent growth rate), 
trade and tourism which 
grew by a 9 per cent and a 
modest growth in the man- 
ufacturing sector. 

Tourism has a low multi- 
plier in Jordan because of 
the high dependence of this 
industry on imports. As 
tourism expands, our need 

-import increases, thus 
cailsing funds to flow out of 
the country in search of 
those luxury items that 
tourists require. As a result, 
funds that are spent on 
tourism are not as effective 
generating employment 
opportunities as one would 
hope. Investment expan- 
sion in manufacturing leads 
to greater reductions in 
unemployment than do the 
above sectors. Additionally, 
if the industry that is 
expanding requires mainly 
unskilled labour, the expan- 
sion will lead to greater 
employment of non-Jor- 
danian labourers. 

I do believe that we need 
to have a model or frame- 
work of reference for the 
whole economy which can 
be used to guide us in the 
design of comprehensive 
optimal policies. We need 
to be able to say that the 
effect of this policy is to 
alter such and such by so 
much. Maybe then we 
could look at a policy mix 
that is less suppositious and 
more objective. After all, 
globalisation is the game 
we are to play and effective 
play requires that the whole 
team know the game plan. 


Beijing plays the Russian card against Washington 


By Philippe Massonnet 

Ag ertee Frunce-Presse 

BEIJING - The signing 
of a “strategic partner- 
ship" between China and 
Russia is a clear warning 
to the United States that 
Beijing will not let Wash- 
ington steer world strate- 
gy alone, analysts said 
here Friday. 

“For China. the 
manoeuver is more anti- 
American than pro-Russ- 
ian." said an Asian diplo- 
mat. 

“China wants to 
become the great power 
of the 2 1st century and it 
needs allies, even tempo- 
rary ones." 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin and his Chinese 
counterpart. Jiang Zemin, 
issued the declaration 


after meeting Thursday 
and hailed it as the foun- 
dation for a new world 
order. 

The two sides also said 
they were refusing to 
allow one country to 
“monopolise the manag- 
ing of international 
affairs." 

Mr. Yeltsin’s visit to 
China, which ends Satur- 
day. saw the signing of 15 
accords that will permit 
further economic and 
military cooperation 
between the giant neigh- 
bours. 

The Asian diplomat said 
the “strategic partner- 
ship" was pan of China's 
attempt to counter the 
influence of the United 
States after months of 
tense bilateral relations 
based on the Taiwan issue 


and trade battles. 

But as spectacular as 
the rapprochement 
between Beijing and 
Moscow appears — illus- 
trated further by the open- 
ing of a “hotline" 
between the two govern- 
ments — it does not, 
however, represent a new 
alliance, some analysts in 
the Chinese capital said. 

“This isn't based on 
ideology as was the case 
in the 1950s during the 
cold war. it represents a 
much more pragmatic 
approach," said a western 
diplomat 

“Despite the hugs and 
kisses, f don't believe this 
is a love test between the 
former rivals, just a mar- 
riage of convenience." he 
said. 


Nevertheless, China is 
becoming more depen- 
dent on Russia to mod- 
ernise its armed forces, 
and the Yeltsin visit her- 
alded new military coop- 
eration agreements. 

In addition, Russian 
Defence Minister Pavel 
Grachev told ITAR-TASS 
news agency Thursday 
that Russia had supplied 
China with 22 Sukhoi-27 
fighter aircraft. Mr. 
Grachev also said Russia 
and China had agreed to 
intensify military cooper- 
ation, but did not elabo- 
rate. 

“The United States will 
certainly try to minimise 
the importance of the rap- 
prochement between Bei- 
jing and Moscow but the 
modernisation of the Peo- 


ple’s Liberation Army is 
at the same time disturb- 
ing for the Americans, 
who want to preserve 
their influence in the 
Asia-Pacific," said the 
western diplomat. 

Meanwhile, some ana- 
lysts said the decision to 
sign a separate security 
EE*® » demilitarise 
pe border between China 
and the former Soviet 
Union m Shanghai was 
also significant. 

It was in the same city 
where China and the 
^ States signed the 

e7ro C T mu,li r w ^ch 
of d Lio e ? abl ishment 
of diplomatic relations 

See* Bei i in s s 

Washington. ThsS com- 
munique came during the 
histone 1972 visit of Sit 
President Richard Nixon 


Officially, the de 
resign the border s« 
agreement — whic 
includes the former 
et states of Kazal 
Tajikistan and Ky 
140 — in Shangh; 
made by the five r 
so it would be in< 
dent of Mr. Yeltsin’ 
visit But some obs 
find this a weak ex 
lion, saying the 
could have been sig 
any other large city 
Shanghai is als 
bastion of Jiang, a 
head of the Comi 
Pany needs to take 
opportunity to rei: 
his position as thi 
apparent to Deng 2 
ing, the observer; 
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Reforms largely satisfying 

(Continued from page 1) 


hope." said Mustafa 
Hatnarneh. director of the 
- ... , CJlJ centre. "It shows that since 
Jt highest ^ ^ ,he stages of 

democracy, people feel that 
nothing has realty happened 
with political openness. 

"But people arc also con- 
scious of what they have been 
given and want more." he 
said. 

More than half of 1.200 
people surveyed (55.6 per 
cent) said that none of 
Jordan's 22 political parties 
was representative of their 
political beliefs and needs, 
and approximately 29 per 
cent of those surveyed said 
they did not know if any of 
the parties were 
representative of their 
htfliefs. 

Although the Islamic 
Action From, the political 
arm of the Muslim 
Brotherhood in Jordan, is 
still considered the most 
representative party among 
those polled, support for the 
party has decreased 
drastically since the centre's 
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' I,era * , Last year. 11.42 per cent 
.if! n.i. of those surveyed said that 
the IAF was the most 
representative. But this year, 
only 7.75 per cent considered 
the party to be most 
representative of their 
political beliefs. In 1993. 19 
per cent said that the IAF was 
most representative. . 

A! Ahd was the party most 
identified with after the IAF. 
with 1.33 per cent of those 
surveyed saying they identi- 
fied with its beliefs and ide- 
ologies; (down from 1.82 per 
cent in 1995). 

Identification with all 
.other parties was less than 
one per cent among those 
polled. 

Correspondingly, mem- 
bership in political parties 
ccm .uvTj V\ h3S P ro g res s iv e*.v declined 
• since parries were legalised in 

1992. and desire to join po- 
litical parties is waning. 

Only 1.4 per cent of those 
included in the 1993 survey 
officially belonged to 
political parties, and since 
that year, that number has 
decreased to 1.05 per cent and 
0.5 .per cent in 1995 and 
1996 respectively. L; 

Nearly 94.5 per cent "of 
those polled had no desire to 
join a political party. In 

1993. 6.3 per cent of those 
surveyed expressed an 
interest in joining a party, 
whereas today only two per 
cent had any interest in 
joining one. 

More than one-third of 
those questioned said they did* 
not know to what extent the 
political parties had been suc- 
cessful. and 33.8 per cent 
.^qualified Jordan's political 
parlies as "little successful" 
to "unsuccessful." 

Despite a general apathy 
demonstrated towards party 
life, the results of the poll 
showed that Jordanians are 
not necessarily apolitical. 
They tended to show, how- 
ever, a much greater interest 
in parliamentary affairs and 
exhibited greater satisfaction 
with parliamentary perfor- 
mance than political parlies' 
performance. 

Around 49 per cent said 
they were somewhat satisfied 
with the current parliament's 
performance. and a 
substantial majority said 
[hey intended to participate 
in 1997 parliamentary 
elections. More than 77 per 
cent of women and 75 per 
|ccnt of men said they 
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More than half of those 
polled also supported 
changes in electoral law cur- 
rently being debated in the 
country. 

More than 60 per cent 
.supported increasing the 
number of parliamentary 
wais: increasing the number 
of voting districts from 20 to 
32; and lowering the voting 
age from 19 to 18. 

• Slightly more than 70 per 
cent support amending the 
law to utilise administrative 
zones drawn last November as 
electoral constituencies, 
which would increase the 
number of electoral districts 
fmm 20 to 32. 

More than 80 per cent 
“■uppon an amendment to the 
.elections law that would re- 
quire that voting be conducted 
■according to a national num- 
ber as currently being pro- 
posed- It has been suggested 
that a national number would 
prevent people from voting 
m more than one district as 
opposed to the current sys- 
tem. 


Roughly 68 per cent of 
those surveyed arc in favour 
of a parliamentary quota for 
women, and 58.5 per cent 
favour a quota lor minorities. 
Roughly 80 per cent or 
women and 58 per cent of 
men surveyed supported such 
a quota. 

The percentage of those 
who support a quota for 
women remains nearly 
unchanged from 1995 when 
67.5 per cent endorsed it. 

The poll also queried 
oarticipants on their attitudes 
towards parliamentarians who 
also serve as cabinet mem- 
bers. 

Twenty-two parliamen- 
tary deputies now serve in the 
31-member cabinet of 
ministers, and although the 
practice is not unusual, it has 
been criticised by some 
quarters as distorting the 
checks and balances system, 
among other shortcomings. 

More than half of those 
surveyed said that the two 
roles should be kept separate, 
while nearly 40 per cent said 
the division of labour was an 
acceptable practice. 

The questionnaire offered 
possible reasons as to agree- 
ment or disagreement with 
the combination of roles. The 
results showed that: 44.8 per 
cent said that as a minister is 
a participant in the decision- 
making process, he cannot, 
as a parliamentarian, effec- 
tively serve as a watchdog 
over the government; 46.2 
per cent said that a person 
serving as both minister and 
parliamentarian does not give 
' enough time to parliamentary 
duties; 42.6 per cent said that 
a parliamentarian who be- 
comes a minister somehow 
loses his relationship with 
his constituents; and 40.5 per 
cent said that a minister uses 
his position for electoral 
purposes. 

This year, the centre added 
three new categories of ques- 
tions to the survey, which in- 
quired about participation in 
social organisations other 
than political parties, atti- 
tudes' towards professional 
unions and attitudes towards 
and the influence of newspa- 
pers. 

"We added these 
categories because we want to 
know about the tools by 
which people express 
themselves." said Mohammad 
A1 Masri. polling director of 
the survey. 

"One of the reasons we 
added this was that we saw in 
1995 that people weren't 
satisfied with parties, so we 
thought we should look into 
their other activities — how 
do people express 
themselves?" he said. 

The poll shows that 
slightly more than 10 per 
cent participate in some kind 
of social organisation, with 
the greatest participation 
being in sports clubs. 

Professional unions, 
which have served as 
political fora in the absence 
of political parties and 
currently engaged in a tug-of- 
war with the government 
concerning their political 
influence over their members, 
should stick to professional 
issues, was the opinion of 
43.3 per cent of tho.se polled. 

However. 27.5 per cent 
said that the role of the 
unions does not have to be 
limited to professional work. 

Also for the first time, the 
survey included a question re- 
garding participation in jaha 
— a delegation of notables 
used for inter-tribal conflict 
resolution. 

Of 600 men questioned. 
46.2 per cent said they had 
been asked to participate in a 
jaha. and 96.4 per cent of 
those said they had actually 
participated. 

"Compared to political 
parties, this vehicle is much 
more active." said Dr. 
Hamarneh, "which again 
shows us that political par- 
ties aren't the only venues of 
political expression." 

More than haif of the 
sample said that they read 
daily newspapers, but only 
19.8 per cent said that they 
read columnists consistently. 

Thirty-eight per cent said 
they read weekly papers, hui 
only 8.3 per cent read colum- 
nists in weeklies. 

"This shows that 
columnists have much less 
influence than people might 
have thought." said Mr. 
Masri, 


Hong Kong’s Viet boat people policy jolted by riot 


By Peter Humphrey 

Reuter 

HONG KONG — 
Hong Kong’s hard- 
nosed policy on 
imprisoning and 
forcibly sending home 
Vietnamese boat peo- 
ple has suffered a 
severe jolt from a 
bloody riot, kindling 
fears of major violence 
ahead of (he colony’s 
mid- 1997 return to 
China. 

As the flames were 
doused at the bla 2 ing 
Whitehead prison 
camp Friday after a 
riot and mass jailbreak, 
the hard line came 
under scrutiny from 
officials and lawyers, 
already arguing over 
whether the govern- 
ment is violating 
human rights. 

China is insisting all 
Vietnamese be kicked 
out before it recovers 
sovereignty over Hong 
Kong in mid-1997. 

More than 200 
inmates — many of 
them have been 
cooped up for as long 
as eight years — 
stormed out of the 
camp Friday after set- 
ting it ablaze and tak- 
ing 15 guards hostage 
and leaving 50 people 
injured on both sides 
of the battlefield. 

Although security 
forces swiftly brought 
the riot under control 
and hunted for the 
fugitives, it was more 
than the smell of tear 
gas that left a bitter 
taste in local mouths. 

“Detention was a rot- 
ten policy in the first 
place and this should 
have been foreseen 


from the beginning” 
said Pam Baker, a 
human rights lawyer 
with the refugee con- 
cern assistance group. 

Hong Kong recently 
won Vietnam's cooper- 
ation to speed up 
forced returns of boat 
people. But it suffered 
a blow when the high- 
est appeal court ruled 
that some were illegal- 
ly detained. 

The Hong Kong gov- 
ernment is moving 
rapidly to enact a law 
within weeks that will 
plug that loophole. 

But U.S. congress- 
men added their voice 
to those of human 
rights groups in Hong 
Kong this week, lob- 
bying the government 
not to create a prece- 
dent of abusive unlim- 
ited detention. 

About 18,000 Viet- 
namese are held in 
prison-like conditions 
in Hong Kong camps. 
Most are defined as 
non-refugees and 
therefore illegal immi- 
grants who face no 
threat of persecution 
back home. 

But refugee Lawyer 
Rob Brook said: 
“There are many gen- 
uine refugees left in 
the detention centres 
who have a genuine 
fear of persecution if 
they return to Viet- 
nam” 

“If you put what are 
generally ordinary 
families in these 
appalling conditions of 
detention for such a 
long- period, you don’t 
give them a fair crack 
of the whip as far as 
screening goes, gen- 
uine refugees are 



A police launch patrols the water surrounding protestors inside Hong Kong’s Whitehead detention centre. Some 200 
Inmates, including families, dashed to freedom after a dawn uprising forced the gates open, on the day that many were 
to be forcibly removed for repatriation to Vietnam (Reuter photo) 


screened out,” Mr. 
Brook told Reuters. 

The migrants are the 
last of a flood of peo- 
ple who fled Vietnam 
after die 1975 Com- 
munist victory in the 
Vietnam war. 

Some 30.CKK) remain 
in camps in southeast 
Asian countries, but 
Hong Kong has the 
largest number. 

Friday’s riot brought 


the drama back under 
the spotlight. 

“This is certainly 
something much more 
ferocious than any- 
thing we’ve seen 
before,” Selina Chow, 
vice-chairman of the 
hong kong legisla- 
ture’s security commit- 
tee. told local radio. 

Calling for measures 
to ensure there was no 
repeat, she said: “As 
we are stepping up 


reparriation...We have 
a bunch of very des- 
perate people and it’s 
inevitable that these 
exercises will get more 
and more violent 
because of the level of 
resistance,” she said. 

u I’m afraid this is 
something Hong Kong 
people have to put up 
with for the time 
being, but we’re doing 
all we can to solve the 
problem, said deputy 


home affairs Director 
Lee Lap-Sun. 

One of China's top 
officials in the territo- 
ry, Zhang Junsheng, 
blamed the trouble on 
the British government 
because it had allowed 
Hong Kong to be used 
as a first port of asy- 
lum, attracting waves 
of refugees. 

Mr. Zhang reiterated 
China's policy that all 
boat people must be 


removed from Hong 
Kong by mid-1997. “I 
hope in the brief 4QD 
more days left, the 
British government 
can act responsibly.” 
“This has created 
great pressure eco- 
nomically and spiritu- 
ally (on Hong Kong 
people) since they 
(Vietnamese) keep on 
making trouble.” Mr. 
Zhang said in a televi- 
sion interview. 


Cleaning Cairo — development vs. environment 


By Dalia BaJfigh 

The Associated Press 

CAIRO — Six-month-old 
Hassan is suffering another 
asthma attack, his breath is 
laboured and his chest 
heaving. 

Swathed in blankets, he 
gets a shot that allows him 
to breathe — for a little 
while at least 

It’s a depressing routine 
for the toddler in this 
sprawling, congested city. 
Once known as a city of a 
thousand minarets and ele- 
gant, tree-lined avenues by 
the Nile, the Cairo of today 
has the highest levels of 
lead and other air pollutants 
in Ae world. 

“There are only two solu- 
tions: his parents can move 
away, or they can remove 
the cement factories ” said 
the frustrated doctor who 
gave Hassan the shot. 

As she spoke, towering 
smokestacks spewed thick, 
yellow cement dust into the 
hazy air of the Cairo suburb 
of Mas sara. 

Add to that the fumes 


from lead smelters and 
leather tanneries sprinkled 
throughout Cairo, plus 
more than 1 million cars. 
Ten- thousand tons of 
garbage produced by 
Cairo’s 16 million people 
make it worse. 

In short, the city is killing 
its people. 

Although there are no 
firm figures on deaths, the 
U.S. Agency for 
International Developments 
says Cairo could save 4,000 
to 16,000 lives a year by 
reducing the levels of parti- 
cles in die air. 

Hassao’s doctor, who 
agreed to talk to a reporter 
on condition she not be 
identified because of fears 
for her job at a government 
clinic, said one-third of the 
children in Massara have 
lung diseases, asthma or 
allergies. 

The government is trying 
to help. It recently intro- 
duced unleaded fuel for the 
first cars that can use it and 
purchased buses that run ou 
cleaner-burning natural gas. 
Some cement factories 


have been fitted with filters, 
and some lead smelters 
have been moved out of the 
city. 

But many people fear the 
effort is too little to make a 
dent in the problem. They 
worry, too, that laws against 
air pollution will be like 
law 48 of 1982, which was 
meant to stop dumping of 
industrial water, trash and 
sewage in the Nile. It has 
been largely ignored. 

An asb-coloured cloud 
hangs over the capital 
almost every day. Blue, 
cloudless skies that once 
complemented the city's 
view of the river are 
increasingly rare. 

ln the southern suburbs 
near the factories, cement 
dust covers anything 
cleaned in a matter of sec- 
onds. Trees are wilted, and 
laundry set out to dry has to 
be covered with a canopy of 
plastic sheets. 

The city, however, is in a 
bind. The government 
wants to clean up Cairo — 
or at least stop it from get- 
ting dirtier — but does not 


want to sacrifice much- 
needed development. 

Officials fear making 
standards too stringent or 
requiring costly anti-pollu- 
tion equipment could shut 
down some businesses and 
even large cement factories 

— a serious worry in a 
country with an estimated 
30 per cent unemployment 
rate. 

There has been an effort 
to move both industry and 
people to satellite cities 
around Cairo or new desert 
cities. But it has not been 
very successful because of 
Egyptians’ several thou- 
sand-year-old habit of 
residing near the Nile. 

And in some cases, 
putting factories in satellite 
cities has added to traffic 
jams — and auto pollution 

— because people com- 
mute from Cairo to the fac- 
tories outside. 

“We have many environ- 
mental problems,” 

acknowledged Tarek Gene- 
na, director of the Technical 
Cooperation Office for 
Environment, a newly 


established government 
group. 

But he added: “We have 
to take into consideration 
that we are a developing 
country. We need to protect 
natural resources and health 
and not slow down devel- 
opment” 

It is the trade-off many 
Third World cities face: 
development at an costs, 
followed by catastrophic 
environment degradation. 

In Cairo, that catastrophe 
is looming. 

U.S. Aid says the Egypt- 
ian capital's air has the 
highest levels of particulate 
matter and lead in the 
world. Other major pollu- 
tants far exceed standards 
in the United States or lim- 
its set by the World Health 
Organisation. 

Exhaust from badly tuned 
cars and antiquared public 
buses has made the air 
noticeably worse in just a 
few years. This has raised 
fears about Cairo's children 
since studies show that 
exposure to high lead levels 
in the early years con lower 


intelligence. 

“It will reduce the IQ 
level for a whole genera- 
tion ” said Amin A! 
Sharkawi, an environment 
and development officer at 
the U.N. development pro- 
gramme. 

Cairo traffic policemen 
are in an unenviable situa- 
tion. Standing for eight 
hours a day in streets where 
traffic is often at a stand- 
still, policemen complain of 
the never-ending exhaust. 

“When I get off duty, I 
have a headache, I cough 
and my ears ring from the 
noise,” said Ahmad, a 
policeman who also feared 
for his job if he gave his full 
name. 

ln Massara, the children 
have only the narrow, 
unpaved streets to play in,' 
with the cement factories 
looming in the background. 

Marwa Ahmad, a 7-year- 
old girl standing * utside her 
home, said: “I like playing 
with my friends in the 
street, but it makes me 
cough and makes my eyes 
hurt” 


Summit 

(Continued from page 1) 

information to the 
Palestinians (about 
Jordan's role and inter- 
ests)," the official said. "It 
is now clear that all that 
information were wrong." 

Il was a reference to al- 
legations levelled by Mr. 
Arafat, head of the 
Palestinian National 


Authority (PNA) that 
Humus leaders bused in 
Jordan were guiding anti- 
Israeli attacks by Hamas 
activists in the occupied 
territories and within the 
Jewish state. 

Jordan denied the 
charges hut played down 
the issue in an obvious ef- 
fort to avoid a war of 
words with the 
Palestinians. 


Iraq sees some progress in talks 

(Continued from page 1) 


medicine. 

Iraq has been under a crip- 
pling sanctions regime since 
its 1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Since returning to the Un- 
ited Nations on Monday for 
the fourth round of talks, Mr. 

Anbari has consistently 

attacked Britain and the Un- 
ited States for insisting on 
amendments to the draft 
agr eement, which, he said, 
had been worked out with the 
United Nations on April 10. 

The two countries have 
said they want to ensure that 
Baghdad complies strictly 
with U.N. requirements on 
aid distribution and banking 
issues. 

Iraq has contacted the 
three other Security Council 


permanent members — Chi- 
na, France, and Russia — to 
press its case. 

Mr. Anbari and Mr. Corell 
said they would continue 
negotiations, which are 
focusing on the implementa- 
tion of Security Council Re- 
solution 986, during the 
weekend. 

Meanwhile, Iraq hit out at 
the United States blaming it 
for inflicting misery on the 
people of Iraq and the world. 

The government newspap- 
er Ai Jumhouriya also held 
Washington accountable for 
Israel’s latest attack on Leba- 
non, the U.N. trade embargo 
on Iraq, sanctions against 
Libya and the crises in 
Afghanistan and Algeria. 


Lebanon truce talks adjourn 

(Continued from page I) 


Mr. Burns said earlier he 
was confident outstanding 
questions would be settled 
“rather quickly” after the 
meeting. 

Despite the failure to com- 
plete the arrangements, 
Israeli officials were also 
optimistic. 'The basics were 
laid today.” one said. “I 
think the Americans will try 
to work out the details over 
the weekend.” 

The unsigned ceasefire 
“understanding” left most of 
the del, iib of the group to be 
negotiant! later, including 
what its precise functions 
would be and where it would 
be located. 

Participants declined to 
discuss the sticking points but 
before the meeting began, 
Syriai- envoy Walid AI 
MuaJfm said there were dif- 
fe races over the structure of 
the group. 

Svr.a and Lebanon wanted 
it focused on military aspects 
of tii? ceasefire, while Israel 
and t.ie United States wanted 
political and economic 
dimensions included. 

Syria accused Israel on 
Saturday of hampering the 
creation of the monitoring 
group by trying to give it a 
"political character.” 

"The monitoring group is a 
technical one and does not 


have a political mission to 
fulfill,” the official govern- 
ment daily Tishrin said. 

“It will indude military de- 
legates who will issue reports 
on any complaints” over 
violations of the ceasefire 
accord, the paper added. 

“Israel wants to confuse 
the situation by giving its own 
interpretations of the cease- 
fire accord after the failure of 
its military operation tn 
Lebanon ” the paper added. 

“It is pushing for the crea- 
tion of a group with a politic- 
al character with the goal of 
replacing the (peace) nego- 
tiations on the Syrian and 
Lebanese tracks.” 

Lebanon said meanwhile it 
supported the U.N. mission 
in the south of the country 
and stressed that Israel would 
not succeed in its calls for a 
reappraisal of the peace 
force's operation in Lebanon. 

Speaking at a press confer- 
ence in Beirut. Lebanese 
Foreign Minister Fares 
Bouez said his country was 
committed to supporting the 
efforts of the U.N. Interi m 
Force In Lebanon (UNIFIL), 
and rejected Israel's bid to 
question the force’s mandate. 

"We Lebanese consider 
the U.N.’s role to be very 
important.” he said “It is not 
the first time Israel has tried 


to question the work of the 
United Nations Interim force 
In Lebanon.” 

He said Israel "was attack- 
ing the legitimate stance of 
the U.N. because it would 
like to have at its disposal a 
body which hides its (Israel's) 
real intentions and errors.” 

Israel said Thursday it 
would reconsider its coopera- 
tion with peacekeepers, who 
set up base in South Lebanon 
18 years ago to monitor an 
Israeli withdrawal. 

Israel also called on mem- 
bers of the U.N. Security 
Council to reconsider the 


mandate of the force when ! 
comes up for renewal in Jul) 

The Jewish state was reaci 
ing to the publication of 
U.N. report which conclude 
that Israel's shelling of 
U.N. compound in Cana ii 
South Lebanon on April 18 
in which 102 civilians died 
was probably deliberate. 

But asked if h e was wot 
tied that UNIFTL’s mandat 
would not be renewed. Mi 
Bouez said: "I do not thin] 
so.” 

“The Americans havi 
given us no indication chi 
might happen up to now,” in 
added. 


Peres 


(Continued from page l) 

in the Middle East but events 
were moving so quickly that 
the achievement of peace was 
a race against time. 

“Never before was the 
opportunity for peace so 
attainable, so visible, so 
reachable, with so little time 
to grasp it,” he told the audi- 
ence, which included Dutch 
Queen Beatrix. 

He said a good start had 
been made. "There is peace 
with Egypt. There is peace 
with Jordan. There is a peace 
process with the Palestinians. 
We have normalised relations 
of one sort or another with 
seven Arab states and main- 
tain a liaison with some 
more.” 


Mr. Peres was the last to 
address the audience, follow- 
ing speeches from the other 
medal winners, Northern Ire- 
land politician John Hume, 
former Archbishop of Can- 
terbury Robert Runrie and 
Jacques de MUliano, who 
accepted the medal on behalf 
of medical aid group "Mede- 
cins Sans Frontieres.” 

A fifth honour, the “Inter- 
national Four Freedoms 
Award,” was presented to 
King Juan Carlos of Spain. 

Peres to visit Tunisia 

Mr. Peres will make an 
historical first visit to Tunis 
by an Israeli premier next 
week and then meet with 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat in Paris, Israel’s army 
radio reported Friday. 
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Jordan , S.Arabia open talks tomorrow 
to revitalise economic cooperation 


By P.V.Vivckanand 

Jonkm Times Shsff Reporter 


AMMAN — Jordanian and 
Saudi officials meet Monday 
in Riyadh to review economic 
relations and new agreements 
to strengthen cooperation 
and set the agenda for a 
ministerial level meeting in 
miJ-June in the first such 

encounter in more than five 
\ ears. 

Mohammad Smadi.. 
secretary -general of the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Tiade. w ho wit] head the 
\e\ on -member delegation to 
the Riyadh meeting, said 
Jordan was very optimistic 
that the talks would provide a 
new impetus to Jcrdanian- 
Saudt relations. 

The Riyjdh meeting will 
he ’to first of a joint 
Jordanian-Saudi commission 
on economic relations since 
the Gull crisis sparked by the 


Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in 
August 1990- 

Jordon and Saudi Arabia are 
bound by a bilateral 
agreement on economic ties 
dating back to 1962, Dr. 
Smadi noted, adding that the 
joint commission used to 
meet every year until the Gulf 
crisis. 

Despite the strain in ties 

since then, "Jordanian-Saudi 

economic relations have been 
steady," and "now we would 
like to look at the various 
aspects of cooperation and 
study means to enhance 
them." said Dr. Smadi, who is 
scheduled to leave for Saudi 
Arabia on Sunday. 

The meeting will lake into 
consideration "the various 
developments in the region 
and in the international scene 
over the past five years." 
particularly that both Jordan 
and Saudi Arabia arc seeking 
to join the World Trade 
Organisation (WTO). Dr. 


Smadi told the Jordan Times. 

The entry of the two 
countries to the WTO and a 
proposed partnership agree- 
ment between Jordan and the 
European Union (EU) 
necessitates a close review of 
the Kingdom's economic rela- 
tions with countries in the re- 
gion, said Dr. Smadi. whose 
delegation would include 
representatives of other 
ministries and departments. 

"We need to make our 
relations in conformity with 
the requirements of the WTO 
and the partnership 
agreement with the EU." he 
said. 

Dr. Smadi said the meeting' 
would also set the agenda for 
a June 14 meeting between 
Industry and Trade Ali Abul 
Ragheh and his Saudi coun- 
terpart Osama A1 Faqceh. 

It is expected that the two 
ministers would sign several 
agreements on economic and 
trade relations as well as land 


and sea transport between 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia, said* 
Dr. Smadi. 

Trade between Jordan and 
Saudi Arabia went up by 12 
per cent in 1995, with Saudi 
exports to Jordan rising by 
2S per cent to SI 27 million, 
official figures show. 

Jordanian officials have 
said they expected trade 

between the two countries to 

rise further during fiscal 
1996, as interaction between 
Saudi and Jordanian busi- 
nessmen was being 
intensified through the 
chambers of commerce and 
industry of the two sides as 
well as other private sector 
institutions such as business- 
men's associations and 
export agencies. 

Annual figures released by 
the Department of Statistics 
said the volume of trade 
between the two countries in 
1995 totalled 161.7 million. 
Jordanian dinars ($224.7 


million), with Saudi exports 
to Jordan accounting for JD 
91.4 million ($127 million) 
and Jordanian exports to 
Saudi Arabia worth JD 70.3 
million ($97.7 million). 

These figures compare 
with the 1994 volume of trade 
worth JD 143.47 million 
($199.4 million), with Saudi 
exports to Jordan accounting 
for JD 71.21 million (S9S.98 
million) and imports of 
Jordanian products JD 72.26 
million ($99.05 million). 

The figures also showed 
chat Saudi Arabia ranked first 
among Arab countries export- 
ing non-oil products to 
Jordan. The main Saudi 
exports to Jordan are canned 
Xuices and fruits as well as 
processed food, cooking oil 
and medium-tech industrial 
products. 

Jordan’s exports to Saudi 
Arabia include live animals, 
vegetables, and pharmaceuti- 
cal products. 


Netanyahu would wean Israel off 
U.S. aid if elected prime minister* 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
— Likud Party leader 
Benjamin Netanyahu expects 
to sell off 50 government 
firms and ultimately wean 
Israel off its $1.2 billion in 
annual U.S. economic aid if 
elected prime minister on 
May 29. 

In an interview published 
Friday. Mr. Netanyahu told 
the Jerusalem Post news- 
paper "We are going to try to 
pass during the first 1 00 days 
key legislation for 
privatising the economy and- 
services in most areas of 
Israeli life." 

Mr. Netanyahu. 47. who 
is challenging Labour Party 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres. 72, said: "I intend to 
privatise 50 companies in 
this term. 

"That is in my judgment 
actually a modest goal out of 
160 companies, because I 
think we have to privatise 
many, many more. But this is 
a goal that 1 am going to set- 
and of course to date the num- 


ber that have been privatised 

is a number you can count on 

the fingers of one hand . ne 
added. ... 

Israel receives $L» D,, “ 
lion a year in U.S- military 
aid and S2 billion in 
economic aid - the most . o 
any aid recipient - and Mr. 
Netanyahu said he woul 
maintain the level in the 
short term. 

"In the short-term 1 would 
maintain it but I would adopt 
a long-term plan to wean 
Israel off American financial 
aid beginning with the $1 — 
billion economic aid. If our 
economy grows like I believe 
it would, then $1-2 billion of 
economic aid will become 
insignificant. I believe I can 
■ achieve this and wean Israel 
away from the $1.2 billion 
within one to two terms in 
office." he said. 

The U.S. administration 
in J 99 1 used $10 billion in 
loan guarantees to pressure 
the previous Likud-led 
government headed by 


Jordan tourism sector picks up in first quarter of 1996 


AMMAN iRt — Over 
2 2 3.000 tourists 
11 ockcd to J ord an i n 
the first quarter of 
I9U6 to see its leg- 
endary sites, making it 
a record year after a 
sharp fall caused by 
the 1990 Gulf crisis. 


Tourism Minister 
Saleh Irshcidat said 
Saturday. 

He said the tourism 
sector registered a 
19.25 per cent rise in 
the first three months 
of 1996 with 223.612 
mainlv American and 


European tourists 
visiting compared with 
187.509 in the same 
period in 1995. 

Some 26,143 
Israelis visited in the 
first three months, 
compared to 21.914 
last year — flooding the 
ancient Nabatean 


Violence cripples 10 per cent 
of Algeria's industry 


PARIS rR' — Algeria’s civil 
<:t/c nv. reduced the na- 
t •. n’s industrial capacity by 
am itit ID per cent but the de- 
cline in production is slow- 
ing. an Algerian official re- 
port said Saturday. 

"Technical stoppages due 
to sabotage of production 
looks and equipment and the 
current security climate have 
caused nearly 10 per cent 
loss of overall (industrial;! 
production." the industry 
ministry said in a report 
quoted by the official 
Algerian news agency APS. 

The authorities estimate 
that the Algerian economy 
has 

suffered more than S2 
billion in losses because of 
Muslim guerrillas sabotage 
in i Ik* past lour years. 

Despite the civil strife’s 


impact, the Algerian 
industrial sector has 
stemmed its decline by- 
posting minus 0.5 per cent' 
growth in l«95 against 
minus eight per ’cent in 
1994. the report said. 

Industrial sector 
production rose 32 per cent 
in value in 1995 against 
1 994 and registered a 
turnover estimated at 315 
billion dinars ($5.9 billion! 
in 1995 in comparison with 
239 billion dinars ($4.5 
billion) in the previous year, 
the report 

said. 

Mechanical engineering 
Industries output rose by 16 
per cent, electrical and elec- 
tronic industries by 14 per 
cent, while the 

iron and steel industry 
and buildinc materials 


branch increased 
respectively by two. and 
three per cent, the report 
went on. 

The Algerian economy 
grew more than 3.2 per cent 
in 1995 after many years of 
recession and the authorities 
expect more than 5.8 per 
cent growth in 1996. accord- 
ing to government and 
International Monetary Fund 
fIMF> forecasts. 

Oil and gas provide more 
than 90 per cent of Algeria's 
foreign exchange. 

An estimated 50,000 
‘people have been killed in 
Algeria's violence pitting 
Muslim militants against 
government forces 

since early 1992 when 
authorities cancelled a 
general election which the 
Islamists were set to win. 


THE Daily Crossword by Don Johnson 


ACROSS 
1 Rein in 
5 Scarlett's love 
10 Aspect 

14 Nautical word 

15 Suggestive of 
trie supernatural 

16 Soto 

1 7 Make simple 

19 — Knox 

20 Period of time 

21 Breathing sound 

22 Gratitude 
24 Peril 

26 Anjou 

27 Ciscoes 
33 Donkeys 

36 Enticed 

37 Lamprey 

38 Suffrage 

39 Decorous 

40 Deadly poison 

41 Mine output 

42 Broad collars 

43 Studied carefully 

44 Honky-tonk 

47 Fabled birds 

48 Ostentatious 
show 

52 Patterned fabric 
55 Material used in 
making glass 

57 Edge 

58 Woe is me 

59 Floweriike 
manne animal 

62 Function 

63 Hackneyed 

64 — comer 

65 Desideratum 

66 Looks at 
suggestively 

67 Amusing one 
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DOWN 

1 Looked over, 
with intent to rob 

2 Extremist 

3 Showed over 

4 Skep occupant 

5 Comment 

6 “War is — 

7 PA city 

8 Preserve 

9 Vacillated 
10 Hunting 

expedition 


11 Golf club 

12 Dagger 

13 Cafe sign 
18 Locations 
23 Callous 

25 Happiness 

26 — the thought! 

28 Singer John and 
others 

29 — Ti (legendary 
Chinese 
emperor 

30 Close 

31 Hoofer Kelly 

32 Double-ripper 

33 Declare 

34 Carolina rail 

35 Let it stand! 

39 — one’s ribs • 

40 Dutch colonist 

42 Cupid 

43 Cover with metal 

45 Rubbed out 

46 Thinks 

49 Bouquet 

50 Greasy spoon 
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51 Correct texts 

52 Rats! 

53 African plant 

54 He 


55*Go under 
56 Merit 
60 Unit of work 
51 Singer Davis 


city of Petra and the 
Greco-Roman city of 
Jerash. 

Tourism has shown 
the most visible gains 
from Jordan's 1994 
■peace treaty with 
Israel ending a 46- 
year-state of war be- 
tween the two 
neighbours and 
encouraging them to 
market their 

countries' ancient 
riches on package 
tours worldwide. 

But this sector has 
also shown great vul- 
nerability to recent 
violence in the region. 

A spate of suicide 
bombings in Israel in 
Februrary and March 
and Israel’s 17-day 
blitz of Lebanon in 


late April had its toll 
on tourism. 

Jordanian tour op- 
erators said they re- 
ceived cancellations 
for this month, mainly 
because of the Israeli 
bombardment of 
Lebanon and uncer- 
tainty related to 
Israel's general elec- 
tions on May 29. 

Mr. Irsheidat said he 
predicted a 25 .per 
cent increase in the 
number of visitors in 
1 996 from a total of 
1,073.549 in 1995. 
up 25.18 per cent on 
857.610 in 1994. 

"This hinges on the 
general political atmo- 
sphere prevailing in 
the region, but all 
indicators point that 


we will have at least 
l ,3500,000 tourists in 
1996," he said. • 

The figure could in- 
crease further as 
Jordan expects more 
Arab Gulf nationals to 
visit following major 
improvements in 
bilateral ties from 
strains caused by the 
Gulf crisis, sparked by- 
Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait in August 
1990. 

Most in the six-na- 
tion oil-rich Gulf 
Cooperation Council, 
shunned Jordan as a 


destination for its 
pro-Iraqi support and 
opted for Egypt and 
Syria, which took part 
in the U.S. -led 
military alliance that 
freed Kuwait seven 
months later. 

Mr. Irsheidat said he 
expected tourism rev- 
enue to reach SI 
billion in 1996 from 
$700 million in 1995 
a main foreign 
currency earner for- 
Jordan after expatriate 
remittances and 
exports of potash and, 
phosphates. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|S by tfenri Arnold and M0 m Argirion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
ona letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary wotds. 
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THE BETTER H ALF 

gIasseSgST 1 


By Glasbergen 



“We’re out of milk, but barbecue 
sauce on cereal isn't half bad!” 
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WHAT TH£ 

jazz Airr&T^ 

HAP PUKING 
RUSH HOUR. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by me above cartoon. 


Answer here: A 


xmxrrtuT 


Saturday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: BATON GULLY POORLY HOTBED 
Answer Why mosquitoes are considered so mean — 
TWETRE OUT FOR BLOOD 



Andy 
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Yitzhak Shamir to enter peace 
talks and withheld the* 
guarantees until a Labour-led 
government came lo power in 
T9 q 2- 

The Likud leader, who 
opposes swapping occupied 
land tor peace with 
Palestinians and Syna alike, 
said he would reduce taxes by 
cutting the budget for 

Palestinians, kibbutz col- 
lective settlements and for 
Kupat Holim health fund. 
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FORECAST FOR SUNDAY, 
MAY 12, 1996 . 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrolo- 
aer Carroll Righter Found a- 
* Hon 


ARIES : (March 21 to April 
19) Be off early today with 
close friends who are dyna- 
mic and you can gain a great 
deal which is worthwhile. Go 
along with their good ideas 
for a new project and you wi' 
discover the success you caf^ 
have. 


'353 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 
20) Get out in the public 
early today and show your 
finest capabilities to all you 
encounter and you can gain 
added prestige. Be true to 
yourself later this evening 
and you can find the added 
confidence to succeed. 
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GEMINI: (May 21. to June 
21) Study into new interests 
today and take on the very 
best of such so that the days 
ahead can be much brighter 
for you. Later this evening 
you can be close friends for a 
night on the town to just 
relax and be quite social. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Add new zest in 
your relationship today with, 
those you love the most an^| 
make the days ahead more 
electrifying. Later tonight 
you should spend some quali- 
ty time with your mate in 
some special romantic loca- 
tion. 
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LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
.Make it a .point today to get 
in touch with those who are 
successful m lines different 
fijom your own and learn a 
great deal. Later tonight you 
can meet with a bigwig and 
discuss all of the new in- 
formation you possess. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Add some- 
thing new to regular routines 
and you can gain greater be- 
nefits from them. Fellow 
associates have some clever 
ideas for you concerning a 
new method of operation 
which w31 make you success- 
ful. 
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LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Get your shop* 
ping and other duties handled 
early today so that you have 
Plenty of time to socialise. 
This is a good time later this 
wening any extra time with 
dose friends and your loved 
ones. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Be with dose 
mends who are doers and ran 
express themselves very well 
and you benefit from their 
association. It is a good time 
tonight for you to meet with 
some knowledgeable indi- 
viduals who can help with a 
new project. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 
22 to December 21) Look 
into all kinds of mechanisms 
which can be useful to you 
and make your life easiejgf 
Later tonight it is a good ide£ 
for you to consult with a 
knowlegeable individual to. 
*hscuss a difficulty you are 
having with you duties. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 
to January 20) Study your 
possessions today and you 
know how to increase their 
value and make them more 
beautiful at the same time. 
Yon can meet with your mate* 
for a romantic time tonight 
and act the same way as you 
first met. 
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AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19 ) You have un- 
usual ways of getting ahead 
taster today, so utilise them 
at this time. Listen to fellow 
^oaates' ideas carefully for 
15 ^! u J*° y° u learn the 

methods of operation which 
can make you successful. 

( Feb ™ary 20 to 
March 20) During your spare 
time today, get new idtejt 
which you can test bn otheffc 
however, say nothing about 
than first. Relax at home 
with your loved ones and 
have a peaceful time with 
“Cm under your own roof. 
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Business & Finance 



Gold faces possible supply shortage in 1996 , consultants say 
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LONDON (K) — The gold 
market faces a shortfall (his 
year unless central hank sales 
and high levels of producer 
hedging can match supply 
and demand, according to an 
authoritative report. 

Gold Fields Mineral 
Services's (GFMS.) Gold 1996 
said a supply gap of 682 
tonnes in 1995 was filled by 
increased producer hedging 
and sales from the central 
banks. 

GFMS is a leading indepen- 
dent research company spe- 
cialising in investigating the 
bullion market. 

“The question is whether a 
similar level of hedging will 
be seen again and secondly 
whether there will be any fur- 
ther official sector sales, 
perhaps in the run-up to 
European monetary union.” 
Stewart Murray, GFMS chief 
executive said. 


A hedge is done on behalf 
of producers by one or more 
bullion dealing houses and al- 
lows the miner io lock-in fu- 
ture prices by effectively 
selling gold which has yet to 
be mined. 

The bullion house pays the 
producer by selling gold bor- 
rowed from a central bank on 
(o the market. The gold 
producer repays the gold 
during the contract. 

Hedging of future mine pro- 
duction reached a record level 
in 1995 but the increased 
supply was more than 
matched by record physical 
demand. 

Including supply from pro- 
ducers' hedging programmes, 
total supply last year totalled 
3.622 tonnes up from 3,361 
tonnes the previous year. 

Bui the output of newly 
mined gold fell to 2,272 
tonnes f rom 


2.280 tonnes largely through 
a 10 per cent fall in produc- 
tion from the major supplier 
South Africa, according to the 
report. 

Only a 183 per cent in- 
crease in mine hedging to 
461 tonnes and ceniral bank 
sales rising to 201 tonnes 
(against 86 tonnes the year 
before) helped gold supply 
meet record demand of 3,622 
tonnes last year. 

Most of the higher official 
sector net gold sale came 
from the 175 tonnes sold by 
the Belgian central bank in 
March 1995. 

Gold jewellery consump- 
tion reached a new record at 
2,749 tonnes, six per cent up 
on 1994 and just above the 
1992 record. 

The surge in jewellery buy- 
ing came in India and in the 
Middle East but in the Far 
East purchases were generally 


lower. 

India consumed a record 
400.6 tonnes of gold jew- 
ellery last year compared with 
346 tonnes the previous year 
and demand in Saudi Arabia 
and Yemen rose to 153.1 
tonnes from 127.1 tonnes. 

The Chinese government's 
austerity programme contin- 
ued to stifle jewellery demand 
there and in Japan consump- 
tion fell seven tonnes to 78 
tonnes. 

But gold's use in electron- 
ics, the second largest user 
sector, and in minting offi- 
cial coins both rose last year. 

Electronics use increased 
by 14 tonnes to 209 tonnes 
in 1995 with Japan and the 
United States dominating the 
market. 

Coin minting was up al- 
most one third last year over 
1994 to 92.1 tonnes led by 
booming demand for Austria's 


Vienna Philharmonics which 
increased sales by 160 per 
cent to 29 tonnes. 

Also booming was investor 
buying of gold bars, up 25 
per cent to 299 tonnes 
mainly in India and Japan. 
Increased Indian buying 
reflected the declining value 
of the local rupee and con- 
cerns over the Indian stock 
markets, the report said. 


Japanese investors more 
than doubled bar purchases to 
135 tonnes, the highest level 
since 1988 in response to the 
gas attack on the Tokyo un- 
derground. the Kobe earth- 
quake and several banking 
scares. 

But in Europe and North 
America gold's tight trading 
range meant many investors 
put their money elsewhere. 
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Japan oil industry 
faces change as 
reform kicks in 


SINGAPORE (R) — Japan’s 
refiners have lost their vir- 
tually exclusive right to im- 
port oil products into one of 
the world’s biggest consum- 
ers, which analysts said raised 
the prospect of changes in 
prices and the structure of the 
industry. 

In the future refiners will 
have to compete with trading 
houses, consumer and indus- 
tiy groups and international 
oil companies as part of 
Japan’s march towards a 
more open economy. 

Hie law effects gasoline, 
used in cars, kerosene, used 
for heating and cooking, and 
gas oil (diesel), another car 
fuel which is also used in 
shipping. 

Japan makes most of its oil 
products domestically, suck- 
ing in 4.7 million barrels per 
day (bpd) of crude oil to feed 
around 40 of some of the 
world's most sophisticated re- 
fineries. 

r 

But analysts said they ex- 
pect around 3.0 per cent of 
oil products to be imported in 
the future. That prospect has 
already started causing price 
wars on gasoline. 

A litre at the pump last 
year was around 120 yen 
(SI. 10) but has now fallen to 
less than 90 yen (96 U.S. 
cents) in some areas. The 
government takes 60 yen in 
tax, cutting the profit margins 
of refineries and petrol sta- 
tions. 

Some consumer groups are 
testing imports by buying 
gasoline from South Korean 
refiners and by-passing 
Japanese refiners who had 
effectively set prices for 10 
years. 

“The oil industry will be 
faced with more serious com- 
petition from both abroad 
and within Japan after dereg- 
ulation,” Tsutomu Toichi, 
director of Japan's Institute 
of Energy Economics, said. 
“As a result, consumers will 
be able to enjoy low-priced 
oil products.” 

But the slide in prices has 
created major shockwaves in 
the country, long used to 
stable prices and possibly the 
most lavish service at petrol 
stations in the world. 

It is common for car driv- 
ers to face several attendants, 
to fill the tank, clean win- 
dows, empty ashtrays and 
check oil. 

The Japan Trucking Asso- 
ciation. which consumes 
15.8 million kilolitres of 


diesel, has called for a gov- 
ernment enquiry and is con- 
sidering ways to import its 
own fuel. 

Wholesale gas oil prices, 
used to fuel trucks, have risen 
three or four yen a litre and 
the association said just a 
one-yen rise would costs its 
members an extra 15 billion 
yen a year in fuel bills. 

Yutaka Akimoto. an offi- 
cial of the association, said 
refiners had raised their 
prices by similar amounts. 

“We think that this move 
may be a violation of the 
anti-monopoly law," he said. 

Chairman of the Petroleum 
Association of Japan. Yuji 
Idemitsu, predicted ever in- 
creasing competition be- 
tween Japan's 60.000 gaso- 
line stations forcing the less 
efficient outlets "to close 
down, while making way for 
discount specialists to move 
into the market. 

“There are too many gaso- 
line stations now. Over an 
indefinite number of years, 
the stations could decrease by 
20. 3ll or 40 per cent.” he 
said. 

Analysts said the increased 
competition meant stations 
would be forced to cut costs, 
which could lead to reduced 
number of attendants and 
eventually wider use of self- 
service. which is already com- 
mon in many countries. 

Overseas companies have 
so far shown a mixed re- 
sponse. 

South Korean refineries 
see export opportunities be- 
cause they are Japan's closest 
oil product producing neigh- 
bour. 

Oil giant Caltex. a joint 
venture between Chevron 
and Texaco of the U.S., has 
set up a SI00 million subsidi- 
ary to sell automobile engine 
oil. coolants and lubricants. 

Bui others were not so 
optimistic. 

One executive at a Euro- 
pean major oil group said. 
"Jap3n has been ruled by 
trasition for many years". 
They will be reluctant to 
break ranks too quickly, even 
with so called deregulation." 

Another executive said, 
“when you are looking at 
energy demand growth of 
around four per cent and 
other Asian countries are 
looking at double digit 
growth. 1 don't think there 
will be a rush to get into the 
Japan market." 
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JEWELLERS 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs . 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman 
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Semi-Unfurnished 
Villa For Rent 

location in Um Uthaina, 230 
sq.m., 3 bedrooms, large 
reception area, big garage, 
garden. 

For regional offices or 

residence. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
{Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 


STUDIO 

Professional 
1 Hour Service i 

Develop yonri colour film at 
oar shop and gefc- 
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OPEN DAILY FROM 
. 10 AM - 1 AM 
TeL 857199 
Fax 898537 

Pawn uthaina 
behind San Rock 
Hotel 
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CANABEL 

HEAL ESTATE 
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Deluxe Villas 
O K- 
■> Apparimcnts 
in Amman 


Fbr details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 
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Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeisani 
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‘Teppanyaki 

Sashimi 
Sushi 




RENT A CAR 


Abdoun - Tel : 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 





Main office 

King Abdullah Gardens 

Tel. 699420 
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Jordan National Bank distributing 
JD 2,24 dividends at a rate of 15% 


It* DIVIDENDS AMOUNTING to JD 2.24 million are 
being distributed by the Jordan National Bank to its 
shareholders at a rate of 14 per cent after having recorded 
JD 5.4 million in net profit last year. 5.8 per cent higher 
than the 1994 figure. Pre tax profit amounted to JD 8.29 
million. Noting that the bank's operational profit grew by 
13 per cent last year. Board Chairman Abdul Qader Tash 
told the general assembly that the improvements had been 
achieved despite the slim profitability margin, as interest 
on deposits increased more than interest on loans, and the 
non-utilisation of approved credit facilities due to the low 
commercial activity and, consequently, a weakening in 
lettera of credit business. 

According to Mr. Tash. credit facilities grew by 15 per 
cent to reach about JD 220 million and total deposits* rose 
by JD 11 million to over JD 321 million. He said the bank's 
net portfolio of financial securities increased by 13.4 per 
cent to reach JD 39.6 million. The securities were JD 14.4 
million in shares fbr long-term investments, JD 4.05 million 
in shares for trading purposes and JD 21.0 million in 
treasury bills and bonds as well as other debentures 
guaranteed by the government. Shareholders’ equity went 
up by 7.6 per cent to JD 38.7 million and the total of the 
balance sheet rose by 6.8 per cent to reach JD 423.9 
million. 

Mr. Tash emphasised to the shareholders that if the 
process to merge with the Business Bank fails then the 
Jordan National Bank would be taking the necessary steps 
to increase the capital to JD 20 million, the minimum figure 
set by the Central Bank. Currently committees from the 
two banks are evaluating the assets of both entities (A1 
Aswaq + A1 Ra’i + AI Dustour) 

Increased sales of kaolin , gypsum 
improve earnings of Public Mining 
Company 

☆☆MORE SALES of kaolin and gypsum in 1995 improved 
earnings by the Public Mining Company (PMC) despite 
lower production and marketing of all types of industrial 
rock minerals. The company earned a total of JD 1.75 
million from producing and selling 444,872 tonnes of its 
products in 1994 but, for the above mentioned reason, 
earnings were higher at JD 1.78 million from producing and 
selling 399,179 tonnes. Current assets at the end of last year 
totalled JD 1.53 million or 64.3 per cent of total assets 
compared to JD 1.12 million or 54 per cent in 1994. Net 
fixed assets amounted to JD 823,622 (JD 948.122 in 1994). 
Total shareholders equity stood at JD 1.61 million at the 
end of 1995 compared with JD 1.56 million at the end of the 
previous year. 

Omar Dakhqan, chairman of the board, told the general 
assembly that in addition- to the company's normal activi- 
ties, the PMC's plan for 1996 include conducting technical 
and economic studies to utilise the white Slica. that is 
available in the south of Kingdom, and the Zaolitas mixed 
with pasolena that is available in the Basalt area in the 
Risheh region. The studies, he pointed out, aim at mining 
specialised products for diversified industrial usage. The 
1996 plan also indudes buying lands in the Zarqa creek, 
Zai and Wadi Al Hasa areas where large amounts of kaolin 
and gypsum are found, to ensure long-term- production of 
these two products. 

According to the annual report, the PMC generated a JD 
550.600 net profit in 1995, nearly 44 per cent higher than 
the JD 380,600 posted in 1994, and, as recommended by 
the board, the general assembly approved the distribution 
of JD 300,000 in dividends at a rate of 30 per cent. Other 
finandal data show current assets rising from JD 955,400 to 
JD 1.2 million, total assets increasing from JD 2.07 million 
to JD 2.36 million and shareholders equity reaching JD 
1.60 million (Al Ra’i + AI Aswaq + Al Dustour) 
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Japause Yen 

104.65 

105.49 

European Currcny Uall 

I.i364»* 

t.ttto 


•worn STB 

“ 9> IM in CMT 



Enrocw iTwcy Interest Rotes Bate: 10 fS/ 1996 


Currency 

1 MTU 

3 MTII5 

6 MTMS 

12 MTI1S 

V£. OoBar 

5. IS 

5.26 

5.31 

5.50 

SterBng round 

5.87 

5. II 

5. SI 

6.12 

Deutsche Mark 

3.09 

3.00 

3.00 

3.06 

Swiss Franc 

1.62 

1.62 

J.56 

1.75 

French Franc 

3.56 

3.56 

3.62 

3.7S 

Japanese Yen 

0.33 

0.44 

0.62 

0.94 

Caropean Currency Unit 

4.44 

4. 33 

4.34 

4.41 


i n ert*** MS r»*e* hr enr rth c VS. fhfcr. i jono.woe or eqairtkot. 


FredMts Metals Bitr. I0/S/W6 


Melal | 

VSW Os 

JDIGm” 

Metal 

U5D/Ot 

JDrtJm 

Grid j 

397.10 

8.90 

SOrer 

5.36 

0.100 
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Central Sank of Jer4 an exchange Rate Bolletla 

Date? fl/5/fftt 


Currency 

DM 

Offer 

Dollar 

0JCS0 . 

0.7100 

Sterling round 

- J .0756 

0.00)0 

Dnitsche Mark 

0.4625 

‘ 0.4643 

Swiss Franc 

0.5466 

0.5694 

French Franc 

0.1366 

0.1313 

Japanese Yen* 

0.6704 

0.6758 

Dutch Guilder 

0.4138 

0.4)59 

SwnSdi Krona 



Itakou Lira* 

0.0453 

0.0455 

Bc^on Franc 
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io Sports 


Japan and South Korea 
battle to host World 


Cup 


TOKYO (AP) — Perhaps it 
was inevitable that the bid- 
ding to host the 2tK)2 soccer 
World Cup would brew trou- 
ble. 

After all. the only two 
candidates are South Korea 
and Japan, two countries 
with a history of had blood. 

As decision day draws 
near. South Korea has work- 
ed itself into a frenzy of 
national fervor. Japan, mean- 
while, is spending lavishly 

and helping to whip up a war 
of words by suggesting its 
rival is loo backward to host 
the Cup. 

What it crimes down to is 
the 2 1 -man FIFA executive 
committee, which will 
announce its decision on June 
1 at its headquarters m 
Zurich. Switzerland. 

"The campaign is very in- 
tense.” said Asian Football 
Confederation general Peter 
Velappan. "We have been 
very concerned about this be- 
cause millions of dollars are 
being spent. This is unheal- 
thy.” 

Asian Football Confedera- 
tion president Sultan Ahmad 
Shah of Malaysia asked FIFA 
hack in March to consider a 
joint bid hv the two countries 
as a way to diffuse the rivalry. 
UEFA President Lennart 
Johansson, and seven of his 
fellow European on the FIFA 
executive committee, also 
suggested a joint-host. 

Even though South Korea 
recently said it would be will- 
ing. FIFA has rejected the 
idea saying it was against its 
rules and impractical. 

Passions between these 
two countries with a tortured 
and intertwined history have 
been inflamed by the bidding 
war. and now national pride 
is at stake. 

Nowhere was that clearer 
than at a match between the 
Japanese and South Korean 
national teams last month in 
Malaysia. Some Korean fans 
held up a sign saying “tok-do 


ts our land" — a reference to 
a territorial dispute with Japan 
over a rocky outcropping in 
the Sea of Japan. 

In Seoul, talk of the cup 
bid fills ihe air. Kim Young- 
Sam has declared that win- 
ning the bid is a top priority 
of his government. 

Television stations run 
programmes devoted to the 
World Cup. and a jecord 
number of viewers tuned in 
to wyteh South Korea’s team 
win the March match against 
Japan. 

Of course, the bitier his- 
tory between the two coun- 
tries has only helped deepen 
Korean passions. Japan colo- 
nised the Korean peninsula 
from 1910 to 1945. and in 
recent years Japanese politi- 
cians have frequently raised 
uproars by trying to defend 
the colonisation and 
Japanese aceression in World 
War II. 

Kim Ho-Yong. a Seoul taxi 
driver, likens the Cup bid- 
ding competition to an im- 
portant soccer match: "I'd be 
happy if our national team 
beats a foreign country — but 
I'd be much happier if we 
beat the Japanese.” 

Japan has ar most a mild 
fever for the cup: television 
shows and politicians rarely 
discuss the bidding, and 
many aerage people are una- 
ware it’s even taking place. 

But that doesn't mean 
Japan is ready, in a fit of 
neighbourly benevolence, to 
let South Korea be host. 

For one thing, too much 
money is at stake. Japan has 
spent nearly S60 million on its 
bid. according to bidding 
committee chief spokesman 
Toshiaki Koyamu. 

Japan is handicapped by its 
relatively weak soccer his- 
tory. It won the 1992 Asian 
Cup. but before that never 
got past the first round. It 
didn't qualify for the Finals 
until I9N8and has never qual- 
ified for the World Cup. 


It has played a domestic 
cup tournament since 1946. 
began a league in 1965 but 
has only had a fully profes- 
sional league since 1993 — 
the J- League. 

Instead. Japan is offering 
hardware. It promises to 
build II new stadiums at a 
cost of around $5 billion as 
well as "virtual stadiums'” 
with giant 3-D television 
screens for people who can't 
get to the matches. 

And Japanese officials are 
none too delicate about stres- 
sing points that are sure to 
grate on Korean sensibilities: 
Japan is a much bigger and 
richer country with more adv- 
anced transport and com- 
munications. 

"Could they accept 2 mil- 
lion visitors all at once?” 
asked Kunishige Kamamoio. 
the star of Japan 1968 Olym- 
pic bronze medal-winning 
soccer team and now a mem- 
ber of parliament. 

Kamamoto even alleged a 
few months back that South 
Korea was trying to bribe 
FIFA executive committee 
members, though in an inter- 
view he backed off and said 
he didn't know if such 
charges were true. South 
Korea vigorously denies any 
impropriety. 

South Korea counters 
Japan's financial advantage 
with its soccer pedigree, nor 
exactly comparable" to Ger- 
many or Brazil, but one of if 
not the best in Asia. 

It has won the Asian cup 
twice (1956. l'ftiO). finished 
runner-up three mdre times 
(1972. iy«0. 1988): won the 
Asian games soccer title 
three times: and qualified 
four times for the World 
Cup. including the last three. 

It also has' had a profes- 
sional league since 1983. 

The viciousness of the 
competition has led Johans- 
son and a few others to push 
harder for the joint-bid 
approach. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Situated in the most beautiful area in Shmeisani, 
fourth floor in a newly-built building. The apartment 
consists of three bedrooms, salon, dining room and 
bathrooms. One of the bedrooms is a master one 
with a separate bathroom. The apartment Is furnished' 
with super deluxe furniture & it has never* been used 
or rented before. The apartment is suitable for the 
diplomatic missions and for the embassies 
For enquiries please call Tel: 605991 or 680991 


JORDAN TRADING GROUP CO .LTD 
TRANSPORT DEPT. 


Pleased to announce the operation of specialized 
Trucks for the Transport of all liquid and Bulk 
cargo in specialized silos 

1 • Bulk cement 

2 - Liquids (Water, Asphalt, Fuel, Vegetable oil etc ) 

For industrial Agriculture and home use. 

3 - Tippers and Semi Trailers Trucks are Available. 

The Company can lease and Sell equipments with 
Good Fadlity. 


Management : Amman - Tel 688536-688537 
Fax 686802 - Telex. 21042 
Irbld : Tat 295285 

Aflria 


AMERICAN COMMUNITY SCHOOL 



Announces Pre-Registration 
for 

Pre-Kindergarten (4 years old) 
Kindergarten (5 years old) 

- Low tuition fees 

- No Capital Fund Assessment Fee until first grade 

- Full day classes, 8:00 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

- Large, new facilities 

- American Curriculum: 

• Whole language program 

• Integrated curriculum 

• Special classes in computers. P.E., and music 
Reserve a place in ACS's first grade program for 
the following year. 

For more information, call 81 3944 or 81 3946 
between 8:00 am. -3:00 pm 


Fredericks 
throws down 
Olympic 

gatmitet ;£! 


OSAKA, Japan (R) — 
Namibia’s Frankie Fredericks 
threw down an Olympic 

S auntlet to his rivals on 
aturday with an apparently 
effortless 10.09 seconds in the 
100 metres at the Japan 
Grand Prix. 

Fredericks, who set a 
world 200 metres indoor re- 
cord earlier this year, was 
elated at his season-opening 
100 metres outdoor competi- 
tive run. 

He edged out Dennis 
Mitchell of the United States 
and appeared to be easing up 
at the finish with a perform- 
ance that makes him an early 
favourite for the Atlanta 
Olympics. 

But the 28-year-old Nami- 
bian rejected suggestions he 
should be considered 
favourite so long before the 
Olympics start. 

"This year is going to be 
real tough. The Americans 
are going to be on their home 
turf, and they will give every- 
thing they have," he said. 

Fredericks, who won silver 
medals in both the 100 metres 
and 200 metres at the Barce- 
lona Olympics said he did not 
want to carry around the 
weight of some people's ex- 
pectations that he could go 
one better at Atlanta and win 
gpld in both the events. 

He attributed his good ear- 
ly from to training with Bri- 
tain's sprint star Linford 
Christie in Australia and 
Florida this year. 

World mile, 1500 metres 
and 3000 metres record bol- 
der Noureddine Morceli of 
Algeria was forced to run the 
last lap of his one mile event 
virtually alone because of the 
lack of serious competition. 

Morceli won the event in 
3:51.30, more than six 
seconds ahead of Paul 
McMullen of the U.S. and 
Abdullah Abdelhak of 
Morocco. 
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Houston Rockets' Hakeem Otiyuwon (right) 
blocks Seattle Super Souks forward Shawn 
Kemp during Erst quarter action. The Rockets 
woe playing the Super Souks in game three of 


the second round play-offs at the Summit in 
Houston May 10. Seattle won 115 to 112 to 
take a three game lead in the best of seven 
series (Renters photo) 


Sonics go up 3-0 on Rockets, 
Magic 2-0 over Hawks 


HOUSTON (R) — Gary 
Payton and Detlef Schrempf 
scored 28 points apiece as die 
Seattle Supersonics rallied 
from a 16-point first-quarter 
deficit for a 115-112 victory 
over the Houston Rockets 
Friday, pushing the two-time 
defending NBA champions 
to the brink of playoff eli- 
mination. • . 

: TbeJJupersonics . up^ three 
■ games-to none ram dose out 
the Western Conference 
semifinal series Sunday in 
Houston. 

"Three wins feels good, 
but it’s not over and it doesn't 
feel that good," said Payton. 
"It’ll feel a lot better when 
we get number four.” 

In the night's other game. 
Shaquille O'Neal scored 28 
points as the Orlando Magic 
took a 2-0 lead in their East- 
ern conference semifinal 
series with a 120-94 rout of 
the Atlanta Hawks. 

Shawn Kemp added 21 
points and 18 rebounds for 
Seattle, which has won 12 
consecutive games against 
Houston. 

Seattle, which failed to 
advance out of the first round 
of the playoffs the past rwo 
seasons, is one victory away 
from advancing to the confer- 
ence finals for the first time 
since 1993, when the Sonics 
lost to Phoenix in seven- 
games. 

Clyde Drexler scored 28 
points and Kenny Smith 
added 22 of his 27 in the first 
half for Houston, which has 
won its last eight playoff 
games when facing elimina- 
tion. 

The Rockets, the only 
team to rally from a 3-1 de- 
ficit in playoff history, will 
now try to" become the first 
team to rally from a 3-0 hole. 

"We're just going to have 
to go out and do it,” said 
Drexler. “No one else has 
done it before." 

The Supersonics- fell be- 
hind 11-2 at the start of the 
game and 26-10 with 4:31 
remaining in the opening 
quarter but closed the deficit 
to 66-62 at halftime. 

"We knew the storm was 
-oming early, we called time- 
out. told ourselves to calm 
down.” said Kemp. "We 
knew down two games, 
they'd come out shooting for 
the stars." 

Houston took its final lead 
of the game on a layup by 


Robert Hony that made it 
95-93 with 9:32 to play. The 
Sonics then went on an 8-2 
burst. 

“Yeah. I thought we had 
them and even in the fourth 
quarter when we were up by 
one,” said Smith, who was 
8-for-15 from the field and 
dished out 11 assists. 

“They just made the big 
offensive plays.' !? ' : ' ai,fc< ■ >1k 
• Aft6l- HOustorl eiit tSfi: de- 
ficit to 104-103 With 'ZWtfteft, 
Kemp and Sam Perking hit 
two free throws each around 
a hook shot by Schrempf, 
pushing Seattle’s lead to 110- 
103 with 1:23 remaining. 
Houston countered with a 9-3 
burst, capped by a 26-footer 
by Elie to pull the Rockets 
within 113-112 with 13.9 
seconds to play. 

Payton hit two free throws 
to make it 1 15-1 12 with 10.2 
seconds to go. Elie launched 
a desperation three-pointer 
from nearly the same spot of 
the long bomb he made ear- 
lier. but it bounced off the 
rim. 

Payton had eight assists for 
Seattle and Perkins added 17 
points off the bench for the 
Sonics. Kemp's 18 rebounds 
were two shy of his playoff 
career high. 

"This is a special team.” 
said Payton. "We stay 
poised, we stick together. 
Right now. we're just playing 
ball. We found an answer to 
everything they’ve thrown at 
us and we've executed on 
those answers.” 

Hakeem Olajuwon was 
one assist shy of a triple- 
double. finishing with 24 
points. 13 rebounds and nine 
assists. 

“1 thought it wasn't a very 
good basketball game but 
there was some great indi- 
vidual performances,” said 
Houston coach Rudy Tom- 
janovich. “I thought we play- 
ed hard but we're playing 
against a very good basket- 


ball team. 

In Orlando. O’Neal, who 
set a franchise record in 
Game 1 with 41 points, con-, 
tinued to pound the smaller 
frontline of the Hawks, scor- 
ing 25 in the first half for the 
second straight game. 

“We just played good team 
basketball," O’Neal said. "I 
still think we can play bet- 
ter.” • 


-«u 7»nf 4 ‘W”j'”^:r'Vf^9se -i five 

points made him the only 
starter to fail to reach double 
figures in the sries opener, 
scored eight of his 17 points 
in a 21-7 run that gave the 
Magic a 36-19 lead after one 
quarter. 


"Everybody's just stepping 
up and making big contribu- 
tions right now and that's 
what you want this time of 
year," said Orlando coach 
Brian Hill. 

Orlando guard Penny 
Hardaway finished with 15 
points and seven assists. leav- 
ing the game early because of 
a strained hamstring. 

“His right hamstring just 
tightened up.” said Orlando 
trainer Lennv Currier. 


“He really started to 
favour it in the third period, 
so when the period ended, he 
really didn't need to go any 
further, so we brought him 
out of the ball game at that 
point." 

Mookie Blaylock scored 26 
points and Christian Laettner 
added 20 points for Atlanta. 

“We’ve just got to go out 
and play the game," said 
Blaylock. "They played two 
great games. It’s hard to go in 
there and stop Shaq. You go 
double, and they hit rhe 
threes. 

“They're not as great on 
the road as they are at home. 
We beat them’ at home be- 
fore, so we know what to 
do.” 

Game 3 is Sunday at Atlan- 
ta. 


NBA PLAYOFFS 


PLAYOFF RESULTS 
Eastern Conference semifinals 

Orlando 120 Atlanta 94 

(Orlando leads best-of-seven series 2-0) 

Western Conference semifinals 

Seattle 115 Houston 112 

(Seattle leads best-of-seven series 3-0) 


Wi lander reaches 

clay court semis 


€ 


_ .. _ /n\ Sweden's Mats Wilan- 

PINEHURST. North CM^na (« > pponen ts. and he made 

der has made a F««y. «• « 

American Vince Spadea his latest . ^ 5ps> 

at the $264,250 U.S- day Wilander, a former 

The victory advanced the 85th ra ^ ^finals since he 

tar*? 'M-—1 and New Haven last 

“«y-dve percent “ - 

my frustrating players, Wilander sai 

winning matches. absolutely not how I win 

“Physically and techni^ly are aDsomi y matches. 

ti. *h* wav the top three, top I1VC - 

head.' 

mental battles is 


For me, it all happens in my 

playing in bis 


1W Meligeni 

second consecutive Knejj 11 ”* ^cond-set tiebreaker 

3 gS«d “Sc^afterrf Austral, a, bn. emerged 


Victorious with a 3-6, 1-6 (9-U « ^"three-setter 


against 


61 “Sarahs- <- 


another 
had faced five match points 


for a total of six so far. 

It ^’another war and I’m the cat man," Meligeni said. 


have nine lives. I guess I have three lives jj j n 

Wilander plays fifth-seeded Jawr .Frana of A^ttna m 
one semifinal, while Meligeni plays sixth-seeded Jason Mol 

'"’rte^Orir-i^ke^Frana struggled fc^oreta^nj^ajE>-4. ^-6, 

"SftiffE “rife 78 .h-rankedSpad^all^ujn« 

they have played. The first time was in the 1994 quarter finals 


here. 


2& 


“When Vince is at his best level he plays like top 10, top 
calibre," Wilander said after the two hour, five minute match. 
“But when he's not at his best, he's not that good- 
Spadea, 21, owned the first set, making Wilander look every 
one of his 31 years old. But Wilander is tough to break down 
and discourage. 



h Aleen Hut 

in Times 


Swiss 15-year-old tennis star Martina Hingis gets a hug from 
her mother after she beat world number one Steffi Graf of 
Germany daring their Italian F*^n match May 10 (Reuters 
photo) 


Graf, Sanchez disappear 













TEL 634144 \S tlN^ltfA 


PHILADELPHIA 




Alec Baldwin 
in . 

The Shadow 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:45 


PLfiZR 


TEL 899238 CINEMA 7 


ROME (R) — The world’s 
top two women players, Stef- 
fi Graf and Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario, were given an un- 
welcome glimpse of the fu- 
ture at the Italian Open on 
Friday when both suffered 
shock quarter-final losses to 
up-and-coming youngsters. 

Top seed Graf was handed 
her first day defeat in almost 
two years by 1 5-yea r-old 
Swiss Martina Hingis while 
Sanchez, seeded third and a 
winner in Hamburg last 
week, went down to Roma- 
nian Irina Spirlea, age 22, in 
straight sets. 

The fail of Graf and San- 
chez, who between them 
have won the Ias~£ : three 
French Opens, opens the 
door to a new, rising genera- 
tion of day court stars at a 
tournament long considered 
the main warm-up for Roland 
Garros. 

Hingis, who in January be- 
came the youngest ever 
quarter-finalist at the Austra- 
lian Open, is already re- 
garded as a future champion 
in the making. 

Spirlea, a semifinalist here 
ast year, has now beaten 
Sanchez, one of the world’s 
most accomplished slow 
court players, twice on clav 
this year. f 

The two winners now meet 

in the semifinal while defend- 
ing champion Conchita Mar- 
s';*?’ taken to three sets bv 
Bulgaria s Magdalena' 
Maleeva, must face either 
teenage Croat Iva Majoli 
four, or Nathalie 


Tauziat of France. 

Hingis could scarely ber 
lieve her first-ever victoapJ 
over Graf in which she 
showed maturity beyond her 
years to fight back from the 
loss of the first set to win 2-6 
6-2 6-2 6-3. 
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“I've just beaten the world 
number on," said an ecstatic 
Hingis, already ranked 20th 
in the world. "It feels great." 

For Graf, previously un- 
beaten in tournament play 
this year, it was the first- 
defeat on clay since losing to 
Mary Pierce in the French 
Open semifinals two years' 
ago and a severe blow to her 
preparations for Paris. 

‘Tve lost a little confi- 
dence here with this defeat." 
said Graf afterwards, adding 
s wouW not be asking for a 
wildcard entry to next week’s 
Berlin Open but taking a 
rest. 6 

Sanchez's bid to win one off 
the few clay court touma-' 
ments she has never won will 
have to wait another year 
following her 64 6-3 defeat 
to Spirlea. 
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*The Heartbreak Kid 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30,6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Toy Story 


Shows: 2:00,5:00 


’SSbi C- Cinema^ 

LUNLufttl : • • : y • .. TEL 618274 -618275 


result was only ... 
doubt m the final game when 
the Romanian, ranked 18 th 
»n the world, let her nerves 
get the better of her, 
squandering three match- 
points including an overhead 
smash with the court at her 
mercy. 

Martinez’s victory over 
Maleeva stretched her re- 
markable unbeaten run at the 
Foro Italico to 18 matches. 


^ s 
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CONCORD “1” 

* RICHIE RICH 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

* Ace Ventura “2” 

Shows: 3:30, 5:10, 6:45 


CONCORD “2' 

HEATE 

Shows: 8:30 


Antonio Banderas & 
Salma Hayek 
in 

Desperado 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:30, 8:30, 1 0.-30 


» Misbam’s \ 

presents — : — 
the satirical comedey 




Arab Human Rights 

Starts Monday, May 13 

■ at 8; 30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 
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United I Night of heavyweights ends in controversy 


-Mr 


Htetrating the special stages and the overall route of the 19% Jordan International 


RAC J ready for Jordan 
International Rally 


By Akea Bannayan 

J&gjjjj ^^esStaff Reporter 

— As organisers 
bHjji|me countdown for the 
19|§flbrdan International 
foreign corapeti- 
tealA’/e already arrived and 
■7— togefoer with the largest 

gathering of Jordanian parti- 
fi ‘-i** cipants have begun practising 
) tRn*® tfce gruelling desert route. 

At a press conference 
Saturday at rally headquar- 
OC3' ***• Forte Grand Hotel, 

r ,w chairman of the motor sports 

committee at the Royal 
. 1*. ^Automobile Club of Jordan 

1 Hassan Ala’eddin 

huh 4 wdiqed preparations for the 
I* vi hi J I* cvent — the second round of 

lr ,, m [i *he Middle East Rally Cham- 

i..v.in> P^P- - . . 

For the first time in years 
and for the third time in its 
elk- wort 14-year history the Jordan 

m Rally is without a major 

liked 2ft sponsor. 

eh ert* “This is a tough year for 
mi-1' 19 the Jordan Rally, but hope- 
iiciii I* ftlBy, through the efforts of 
ihc * everyone concerned, it will 

- IomsJ 1 be a success, 1 ’ Mr. Ala’eddfin 
u- Ki^ told reporters. However he 
>.1 added that the Forte Grand 
u«# j«i t bad remained the rally head- 
,ir^ quarters for the third eon- 
ilc secutive year and bad pro- 
is Jefe* vided some Jordanian drivers 
’is. ad* with, accommodation. 

s kinu ,£B ' Mr. Ala’eddin noted dial 
C vi while two Jordanian partid- 
i.ikin? ■ pants — Amjad Farrah and 
-^George Sham'oun — had to 
w„i iii^^pull out since their cars 
i.iiirff hadn't arrived, that still left 
!, «.’fl *' 16 Jordanian partidpants m 
lt l K -i *he 35- strong entry list. 
iv \ 10 s “That is a very good num- 
ber for local competitors who 
r have Group A and N rally 

- ,n i« classified cars.'* 

He added that HKH Prince 
lP i Abdullah’s participation in 
10 r ^ rally had not yet been 


dk-wrtt 

liked 3 s 
ch ert* 

l..lisl» u 
lie* 111 

Ihc t* 
C lOMl*? 1 
u- Ki^ 
!\v«i 

,iri' 

-lie ** 
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,1>. ^ 
skm? 

..,1 
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.UK'' t 
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confirmed. 

The entry 1st is headed by 
Middle East champions 
Abdullah Bakhashab and 
Mohammad Bin Sulayyem. 
Both are expected to lead the 
competition with Bakhsahab 
returning to retain his title 
while Bin Sulayyem will be 
looking for his sixth Jordan 
Rally title. 

Jordanian competitors in- 
dude Marouf Abu Samra 
who finished third overall last 
year. Bashar Bustami who 
came in fourth, 1995 Jordan 
Open champion Mohamamd 
A1 Daoud and others. 

Top competitors are also 
arriving from Cyprus and 
Qatar and other countries 
represented include the 
UAE, Saudi Arabia, Austra- 
lia, Bahrain, France, Kuwait, 
Great Britain, and Germany. 

Like last year, the route 
will cover all desert tracks 
that will' take competitors 
from Amman heading south 
and reaching as far as the 
rose-red dty of Petra on the 
second dhy of the event 

Participants will drive 860 
kilometres including 325 


kilometres of, 14 special 
stages. 

Last year, 15 out . of 26 
starters finished foe* ralty in- 
cluding six of the 14 partici- 
pating Jordanians. The even- 
tual champion. Bakhashab, 
set a Jordan rally record of 
winning every single stage of 
foe two-day event 

While most competitors 
note that foe Jordan Rally 
was unique among Middle 
East rallies for including 
asphalt stages through scenic 
village roads on the first day, 
participants will be missing 
that aspect for the second 
year Tunning after RACJ offi- 
cials cancelled the asphalt 
stages following considerable 
problems in *94 and '93 rallies 
when fans disrupted some 
stages by throwing rocks at 
marshals and cars. 

This year’s rally will again 
avoid the crowded area 
around the Rooiam 
Amphitheatre and start from 
King Abdullah Gardens in 
Shmeisani at noon Thursday.- 

Competitors wil have four 
special stages and drive 241 
kilometres on foe first day. 
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One bedroom + sitting & dining , etc. 
Two bedrooms + sitting & dining , etc. 
2nd floor, lift, balcony, nice view, telephone. 
Location : Wes t Amman near 7th circle. 

Fax 844754 or Tel 844278 after 11 am. 


FOR LADIES ONLY 

MASSAGE for fitness and relaxation 
offere.d by German and English 
speaking lady in Amman/S weifieh. 

Tel: 839183. 
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VICTOR MITCHELL — 1923-1995 
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Opening lead: Eight of U 
With the death of Victor Mitchell, 
the bridge world has lost another of 
it* great . characters. In the 1950a 
and '60s he formed two of the best 
partnerships in the history of the 
game, first with Ira Rubin and then 
with Sam Stayman. Over the years, 
he waa the 'godfather' to many of 
the country's young players. He 
never seemed to sleep, and in the 
wee hours in tournament hotels he 
could he found bolding court for aQ 
who wanted to take part. If there 
was one thing he loved as much as 
bridge, it waa die sport of kings, 
and he will missed as much at 


Aqueduct as at the bridge table. 

On this deal from the 1967 Sum- 
mer Nationals in New Orleans, 
Mitchell decided to convert part* 
ner’a diamond preempt to three no 
trump. West regarded that as a per- 
sonal insult, ami expressed it in no 
uncertain terms. 

South won the opening lead of a 
heart in hand with the jack, and 
was not too hopeful of the 
prospects. Nine tricks could not be 
made without first forcing out the 
minor-suit aces, so at trick two 
declarer led a diamond. West held 
up for one round and, on winning 
the continuation, canid have set the 
contract at least one trick by cash- 
ing the ace of hearts. 

But West did not know the king 
of beartB was now bare, and instead 
tried to get to partner’s hand with a 
spade. East played the jack and . 
Mitchell won with the ace! 

A club was led and a confident 
West stepped up with the ace and 
led another spade. There wag a 
great deal of mortification when 
East produced the nine and declar- 
er the ten, and the contract roiled 
home with two Overtricks- 


win 

F.A. Cup 

LONDON (R) — Manches- 
ter United created English 
soccer history on Saturday 
when they beat Liverpool 1-0 
in foe F.A. Cop final to 
become the first team to win 
foe doable twice. 

The only goal of a largely 
disappointing match was 
scored by Frenchman Eric 
Cantona withfive minutes to 
play when foe United skipper 
volleyed home from foe edge 
of the penalty box. 

Cantona, England’s Foot- 
baller of the Year, also made 
history by becoming the first 
foreign player to captain an 
Egnfish cap-winning side. 

United, who won foe Pre- 
mier League championship 
last week, have now won foe 
F.A. Cup a record nine times 
after clinching foe doable for 
foe second time in three 
years. 

In the previous 106 years in 
English soccer foe double 
bad only been won five times. 

Dortmund 
retain title 

BONN (R) — Borussia Dort- 
mund successfully defended 
their German first division 
title on Saturday when they 
drew 2-2 at 1860 Munich to 
take an unassailable four- 
point lead over nearest rivals 
Bayern Munich who lost at 
Schalke. 

Bayern’s hopes of pushing 
the battle for the fiundesliga 
to next Saturday's final day of 
action ended when the Bava- 
rians were beaten 2-1 after an 
injury-time winner from 
Schalke midfielder Andreas 
MueUer. 

Dortmund secured their 
fifth title after successes in 
1956, 1957, 1963 and 1995. It 
was only foe second time foe 
Roar chib had won foe cham- 
pionship since the present 
Bundesliga league structure 
was put in place in 1963. 

German international de- 
fender Stefan Reuter gave 
Dortmund foe lead after 38 
minutes. Veteran Michael 
Zoic seeined.ro have, dinebed 
three vital points with foe 
visiiqns'Hsecond in the 65th 
minute. 


Chinese foods are available now at 

BABEL SUPERMARKET 

Soya beans, mung beans, bamboo, oyster 
sauce, fish sauce, rice and bean vermicillies, 
oriental style noodles, yellow noodles, sesame 
oil etc. 

Babel Supermarket, 

Jabal Al Weibdeh, near the Circle. Tel/Fax 622408 

You are most welcome. 


NEW YORK (AP) — Len- 
nox Lewis wants Mike Tyson , 
Tun Witherspoon wants Rid- 
dick Bowe and Bobby Czyz 
might want an investigation. 

Evander Holyfield, foe for- 
mer unidpsuted heavyweight 
champion, stopped Czyz af- 
ter five rounds on a tri- 
pleheader night of 
heavyweights Friday night at 
Madison Square Garden. 

In the other two scheduled 
10-rounders, former WBC 
champion Lennox Lewis 
scored a roundly booed 
majority decision over Ray 
Mercer, and Tim With- 
erspoon, a former WBC and' 
WBA champion, stopped 
Jorge Luis Gonzalez in the 
fifth round. 

“This was a positive step 
towards a Tyson fight,” 
Lewis said. “Tm not taking 
any easy fights. This was a 
preparation for a Mike Tyson 
fight — I don't think he is going 
to duck me.” 

Witherspoon, meanwhile, 

I said he thinks he deserves a 
shot at Bowe. 

“I think he’s the best 
heavyweight out there to- 
day,” said the 38-year-old 
Witherspoon, who earned his 
first world title in 1984. “Bet- 
ter than Mike Tyson.” 

Holyfield won his fight 
when Czyz was unable to 
answer the bell for foe sixth 
round, complaining of blur- 
red vision. 

Ringside physician Dr. 
Rufus Sadler asked Czyz: 
“Can you go on?” 

Czyz, a former mid- 
dleweight champion, 
answered: “Not realistical- 
ly.” 

Czyz complained that his 
vision began to blur after the 
second round because there 
was a foreign substance on 
Holyfield” gloves, but re- 
feree Robert Lip ton said be 
checked foe gloves and found 
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RESTAURANT 

Unmistakably Indian 

Discover India’s greatest treasure, 
at the InterContinental. 

For delicious food 
reminiscent of Bombay visit 
Bukhara Restaurant 
Open for Litrwh & Dinner 
For informauon, please call 641361 exL 2222. 


Uniquely InterContinental 










Former heavy weight ch a mp Evander Holy- at New York 1 
field (right) hits Bobby Czyz in their fight at field woo inf 

the “Big” Heavyweight Bering event May 10 (Reuters phe 

them clean. After the fight, ropes, and Czyz couldn't 


at New York’s Madison Square Garden. Holy- 
field won in fifth round by technical knock out 
(Renters photo) 


them clean. After the fight, 
foe gloves were impounded 
by the New York state athle- 
tic commission. 

“Somebody put something 
on his gloves, and it’s unfor- 
tunate because Fm going to 
have to go to the hospital in a 
little while,” said Czyz, 
whose eyes still were burning 
at a post-fight news confer- 
ence. Czyz said he was not 
accusing Holyfield. 

Holyfield totally domin- 
ated Czyz, who seemed much 
foe smaller man despite giv- 
ing away only 1 pound (16 
kilo) to Holyfield, who 
weighed 211 (96). Holyfield 
bludgeoned Czyz in every 
round, forcing him to mi re a 
standing 8-count in foe third 
round. 

In the fifth and final round, 
Holyfield pinned Czyz on foe 


move him. Holyfield hurt 
Czyz late in foe round with a 
right baud high on the head. 

“This is the first time in a 
long time that I’ve fought 
somebody my size,'’ Holy- 
field said. “I kind of rushed 
myself. ...It was easy to hit 
him, and all of a sudden I 
found myself trying to take 
that one big shot.” 

Holyfield now is 32-3 with 
23 knockouts, while Czyz has 
a career record of 44-7 with 
28 knockouts. 

Lewis won a close, un- 
popular decision over Mer- 
cer, who might have fought 
the fight of his life, chasing 
Lewis for almost the entire 10 
rounds and scoring often with 
a hard left jab, a punch he 
had seldom used in the past. 
Lewis, a former WBC 


champion who fights out of 
England, found Mercer 1 a 
stubborn, unmoving target 
and while he paid dearly ev- 
ery time he hit Mercer, Lewis 
hit him often — with rights 
and lefts and upper cuts. The 
right was his best punch, yet 
Mercer was never close to 
going down. 

“I did the best I could,” 
Mercer said. “Lewis took the 
best shots I had to give. I 
didn't think I lost foe fight.” 

When the fight was over, 
Mercer had blood coming out 
of his mouth and nose and his 
left eye was almost closed. 
Lewis had swelling under 
his left eye and was obviously 
a spent fighter. 

Judge Melvina Latham 
scored the fight even, 95-95, 
while foe other two saw it 
narrowly for Lewis. 
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\ Luncheon At 31 CoStdlo Is Undoubtedly The Best In Jordan 
A New Daily Delicious Luncheon Set Menu For Only J.D 10 
AN OFFER.NO BUSINESSMAN CAN REFUSE 

A Dine And Enjoy Exquisite Cuisine All Summer At 31 Cfldtrilo 
V In The Most Beautiful Restaurant Garden In The Middle East 
A BREATHTAKING EXPERIENCE INDEED 

A ' Dance The Night Away All Summer At 31 tettllo New Bar 
V To The Music Of The Best Latin American Band In Europe 
MEMBERSHIP WILL BE REQUIRED SOON 
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Yemeni 
police hunt 
kidnappers 
of son of 
governor 


SANAA (Agencies) — 
Yemeni police on Saturday 
arrested dozens of members 
of a tribe which kidnapped 
the son of the governor of 
Aden, Taha Ahmad 
Ghanem. as they pressured 
for his release, security 
sources said. 

Meanwhile, deputies and 
tribal leaders were attemp- 
ting to make contact with the 
kidnappers of Maad Taha 
Ahmad Ghanem, aged about 
20, in the Dana region, some 
80 kilometres southeast of 
Sanaa. 

Police said the son of the 
governor, a member of the 
ruling General People's Con- 
gress. was kidnapped in 
Sanaa on Thursday by mem- 
bers of the powerful Khaw- 
lane clan who are also rela- 
tives of a leading opposition 
politician. 

He was picked up on the 
orders of Ahmad Obad Sher- 
if. a member of the central 
committee of the Yemen 
Socialist Party (YSP), who is 
currently firing in Saudi Ara- 
bia, police said. 

Dozens of tribesmen were 
rounded up in various parts 
of the country, especially 
Sanaa and the eastern region 
of Maarib. to put pressure on 
the kidnappers. 

Police also arrested one of 
Mr. Sherifs sons, and senior 
figures within the Khawlane 
and Maareb clans have 
started negotiations to try to 
obtain Maad’s release. 

The kidnap plan was hatch- 
ed after a court in the south- 
ern port dty of Aden ruled 
Mr. Sherif should return a 
property in the region to its 
former owner. Tribesmen 
kidnapped Maad and took 
him to Dana. 

According to tribal lead- 
ers, the kidnappers are de- 
manding that the property 
case be reviewed. 

Northern forces defeated 
the YSP in a civil war in July 
1994. 

The Yemeni tribes often 
use kidnapping as a tool to 
apply pressure on the govern- 
ment — around 50 foreigners 
have been kidnapped in 
string of incidents since 1992. 
All were released safe and 
sound. 

After North and South Ye- 
men merged in 1990, a 
nationalisation law in the for- 
mer south was cancelled and 
government houses were, 
ordered returned to their ori- 
ginal owners. That decision 
has triggered several disputes 
in Aden. 


Violence flares at Sarajevo border 


SARAJEVO (R) — French 
NATO troops used tanks and 
armoured personnel carriers 
to cordon off a Sarajevo 
apartment block on Saturday 
after violence flared over- 
night between Muslims and 
Serbs, witnesses said. 

Trouble erupted along a 
tense communal confronta- 
tion line in Dobrinja, a neigh- 
bourhood in the west of the 
dty built to bouse athletes 
during the 1984 Winter 
Olympics. 

One Muslim man was shot' 
in the chest during the dis- 
turbance on Friday and a 
Serb was rescued by the 
French after being slightly 
wounded when three hand 
grenades were thrown at the 
car he was driving, NATO 
and U.N. police sources said. 

The French deployed at 
least two tight tanks, eight 
armoured personnel carriers 
and 50 soldiers on Saturday 
morning to seal off an area 
around an apartment block 
oa the Muslim side of the 
confrontation line. 

"It is only for a check of 
the building," French Col- 
onel Bettrand Madoux told 
Reuters 'on the scene. 

"Last night we had four 
grenades and some (small 
arms shooting... we are wait- 
ing for the Bosnian police 
and the (U.N.) police. We 
are here to make sure nobody 
escapes." 

Guns from the French 
tanks and armoured person- 
nel carriers were trained on 
the building and soldiers 
blocked all entrances while 
they waited for local police to 
search for weapons. 

The exact location of the 
“inter-entity boundary line" 
between Muslim-Croat and 



Bosnian children watch French soldiers deploy in the Sarajevo suburb of Dobrinja on Saturday (Reuters 
photo) 


Serb territory in Dobrinja is 
disputed and months of nego- 
tiations have failed to pro- 
duce a compromise. 

The boundary line actually 
bisects apartment blocks and 
even some individual flats. 

Residents on both sides of 
the line worry a final derision 
on its location may force 
some of them to leave their 
flats or live under the rule of 
a rival ethnic group. 

U.N. police who patrol the 


area have reported an in- 
crease in tensions as the 
' boundary line dispute drags 
on. 

Shots have been fired and 
hand grenades thrown across 
die line in both directions on 
several occasions. 

Speaking from his hospital 
bed, Eldar Spahic, 23. told 
Reuters he was walking his 
dog on Friday evening when 
shooting broke out and he 
was struck by a bullet. 


"It was about eight o’clock 
last night and when I heard 
shooting. I started to run but ; 
I was hit in the left side of my 
chest," he said. 

The disputed area was 
once a fiercely contested 
front line but the soldiers 
who fought there have re- 
turned to barracks and the 
skirmishes are reported to be 
between civilians, sometimes 
involving rial Muslim-Croat 
and Serb police. 


Sixty-six year old Mehmed 
Huseinov looked bewildered 
on Saturday, 

“Every week there’s, a se- 
rious incident in this area and 
I'm living here in real fear," 
be said. 

“These soldiers (NATO) 
seem to think we’re provok- 
ing this trouble but they’ll 
find nothing in this building. 
Why aren't they deploying on 
the other (Serb) sides?" 


3 convicts 
executed 
in Swaqa 
prison . 

AMMAN (J.T.) -7 T hlt * 

men — two Jordaniansana 

one an Iraqi — convicted or 
rape and murder were 
hanged at dawn Saturday _m 
the Swaqa prison, security 
officials said. 

Jordanians Sabri Abu 
Foudeh, 63, and Othman 
Abu Lawi, 45, were the first 
convicts to be executed for 
rape after the penal code was 
amended in 1988 to prescribe 
capital punishment for such 
an offence, according to a 
statement issued by Gbazi 
Azar, attorney general at 
Amman criminal court. 

Before the amendment, 
the penalty for rape was a 
seven-year prison term, with 
the death sentence banded 
down only to those who mur- 
der their victims. 

Abu Foudeh had been 
found guilty of raping a 10 - 
year-old Egyptian girl in his 
grocery on April 29, 1995. He 
had sexually abused the child 
for four months, court docu- 
ments said. 

Evidence produced in 
court showed Abu Lawi twice 
raped his 13-year-old niece in 
May 1995 when her parents 
left her in her uncle's care 
during a trip to the West 
Bank. 

Iraqi Hamid Abdul Rasoul 
had been found guilty of rap- 
ing and murdering Salimeh 
Hassoun, also an Iraqi, in 
Sahab town, east of Amman 
last year. 

The executions brought to 
five the number of people 
hanged in Jordan since the 
start of 1996. 


Lake defends Iranian 
arms supply to Bosnia 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Iranian arms were flowing to 
Bosnia even before the Un- 
ited States gave tacit approv- 
al to shipments through 
Croatia, White House- 
National Security Advisor 
Anthony Lake said Friday. 

Mr. Lake also said that if 
the United States had taken 
steps to stop the shipments, it 
could have blown apart the 
federation of Bosnia and 
Croatia. 

“We believe it was very, 
very important that Bosnia 
be able to defend itself bet- 
ter,” Mr. Lake said in a 
speech to the American Jew- 
ish Committee. 

He said that when Croatia 
asked the administration in 
1994 whether it should allow 
arms shipments to pass 
through its tenitoiy to Bos- 
nia, “it was at a time in which 


Bosnia was under terrible 
assault and it looked as if it 
might fall apart or even go 
under." 

At that time, there was a 
U.N. embargo on arms ship- 
ments to any of the cpm- 
batants in the former Yugos- 
lavia. Mr. Clinton had urged 
die U.N., without success, to 
lift the embargo so the Bos- 
nian government could get 
arms. 

Several committees of 
Congress are questioning the 
decision to allow the arms to 
flow through Croatia. Re- 
publicans contend the deci- 
sion gave Iran a foothold in 
Bosnia. 

But in his first public de- 
fence of the administration’s 
policy, Mr. Lake said that 
“Iranian arms were already 
going through in some mea- 
sures.” 


Carbomb kills 1, injures 
several in Algiers suburb 


PARIS t Agencies) — A car- 
bomb exploded in the Alge- 
rian garrison town of Blida 
on Saturday, killing one per- 
son and wounding five 
seriously. Algerian officials 
said. 

A statement from the 
security forces, carried by 
Algeria's official news agency 
APS, said the bomb went oft 
in the early hours in the Bab 
Al Rahba district of Blida, 50 
kilometres south of Algieis. 

Blida has a big military 
garrison and is also a stron- 
ghold of Muslim fuq- 
damenta lists. 

Algeria has been shaken by 
violence since the authorities 
in January 1992 cancelled a 
general election which Isla- 
mic fundamentalists were 
poised to win. An estimated 
45,000 people have since 
died. 

No group claimed respon- 
sibility for the Blida benbing 
but the Algerian authorities 
have blamed miliums for a string of 
bomb attacks since Mav 
1992. 

Algerian troops last week 
stormed a militants' hideout 
in the wealthy Said Hamdine 
district in Algiers, killing 16 
guerrillas blamed for slaying 
senior former government 
officials, senior army officers, 
prominent intellectuals and 
for carrying out carbomb 
attacks in Algiers. 

Gunmen shot dead an anti- 
Islamist party activist in the 
eastern Algerian 1 town of 
Constantine, an Algerian 
newspaper said on Saturday. 

Abdul Salam Chelghoum. 
a member of the hardline 
left-wing anri-Islamist Ena- 
hudi party, was killed over- 
night on Wednesday in Con- 
stantine. 300 kilometres east 
of Algiers, the newspaper 
Liberte said. 

Ettihadi advocate* rhe out- 1 


lawing of all Islamist move- 
ments in Algeria, even those 
seen as relatively moderate 
and legalist. Dozens of the 
party's activists have been 
killed in the past three years 
in attacks blamed on Guerril- 
las. 

France appeal -s to Algeria 

France appealed to Algeria 
on Friday over the fate of 
seven Trappist monks kid- 
napped from their monastery 
by suspected extremists six 
weeks ago. 

French Foreign Minister 
Herve de Chare tic told re- 
porters he had raised the 
subject during a meeting with 
his Algerian counterpart 
Ahmad Attaf on the margin 
of an 11 -nation meeting cm 
the Mediterranean held in 
southern Italy. 

“We spoke particularly ab- 
out the fete of the seven 
Trappist monks. For us it is J 
an absolute priority that they 
are returned safe and 
sound.” Mr. De Charerte 
told reporters. 

“Since they are men of 
prayer, the Islamic; tradition 
should accord them particu- 
lar respect.” he said. 

The seven, aged between 
50 and 80. disappeared from 
their monastery near Medea. 
70 kilometres south of the 
Algerian capital, on March 
27. 

The Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA). fighting to overthrow 
the Algiers government, has 
threatened to kill the monks 
unless they are exchanged for 
GIA detainees. 

Mr. De Charette said he 
told Mr. Attaf that France 
had full confidence in the 
Algerian authorities to try to 
bring about their return. He 
described French links with 
Algeria, a former colony, as 
“close and solid." 


UAE seeks 

permanent 

constitution 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has started measures 
to enact a permanent con- 
stitution to replace an interim 
one that has governed the 
federation since its creation 
25 years ago. 

A high-level committee set 
up in iyy5 to draw up a 
permanent constitution held 
its first meeting on Saturday 
and prepared a report to he 
presented to President 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan later this month. 

"The committee discussed 
some of the constitution's 
articles and the participants 
exchanged views on the 
issues they have been en- 
trusted/' said the minister of 
finance and industry. Sheikh 
Hamdan Ben Rashid Al 
Maktum. 

Apart from Sheikh Ham- 
dan. the meering was 
attended by Sheikh Zaycd's 
representative Ahmad Al 
Suwcidi and other cabinet 
members and representatives 
from the seven Gulf emirates 
making up the UAE. 

Sheikh Hamdan. also de- 
puty ruler of Dubai, said the 
report which included recom- 
mendations on a revised con- 
stitution would "hopefully 
serve the federation." 
according to the official news 
agency WAM. 

The committee was formed 
following recurrent demands 
by officials and citizens to 
introduce a permanent con- 
stitution io strengthen the 
merger. 

The seven emirates set up 
their federation in December 
1971. after Britain ended its 
colonial presence in the oil- 
rich recion. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ciller faces new charges 


ANKARA (AP) — An Islamist party added to its attack of former 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller with claims she pocketed government 
money, reports said Saturday. The latest accusation by the 
Welfare Party wfll likely not lead to a formal investigation since it 
involves a discretionary account, which has no reporting require- 
ments. But it shows the relentless opposition by Welfare, whose 
accusations have led parliament to open two corruption probes of 
Mrs. Ciller. Welfare led December election but was blocked from 
power by a coalition pact between Mrs. Ciller and Prime Minister 
Mesut Yilmaz. Welfare’s main goal is the coalition’s disintegration 
in hopes of getting a shot at being pan of a government 
partnership. Welfare now claims Mrs. Qller kept some of the $7 
million withdrawn from a discretionary fund just before she left 
office in March, newspapers reported. Mrs. GUer, who earlier had 
denied taking the funds, acknowledged it Saturday. But she said 
the money was used properly. Prime ministers are given a free 
hand in how they use the discretionary fund and the spending 
cannot be investuated. 

Mogadishu’s court orders two executions 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — The Islamic court in north 
Mogadishu this week sentenced two young men accused of 
killing their relatives to death by firing squad, court 
officials said Saturday, adding that the executions had 
already been carried out. The convicts were found guilty of 
murdering their relatives following disputes over business 
and money. “Security in north Mogadishu remains under 
the firm control of the Islamic courts and no incidents of 
banditry will be tolerated.” the chairman of the courts. All 
Sheikh Mohamud, told reporters. Sheikh Mohamud has 
called for the use of the sword for executions but other 
clergymen prefer convicts to be shot because it is less 
painftil. The courts have brought a semblance of law and 
order in north Mogadishu, but south Mogadishu warlord 
Mohammad Farah Aideed is opposed to them. He fears 
their success would be a direct challenge to his self-styled 
“government" in his south Mogadishu fiefdom. 

‘Orbit will not pay BBC for scrapped deal* 

DUBAI (R) — A London-based Arabic-language news- 
paper said on Saturday the Saudi-owned Orbit Com- 
munications would not compensate BBC Television's 
worldwide service for cancelling a deal to transmit its 
Arabic service television. Al Sharq Al Awsat quoted Orbit 
sources as saying the British Broadcasting Corporation and 
the Rome-based satellite relay station signed an agreement 
in Rome on Friday ending their contract. "The two sides 
agreed not to reveal details of the agreement ending the 
contract." the paper said. "But Al Sharq Al Awsat 
learned... that Orbit will not pay any compensation to the 
BBC.” Orbit Communications, which is owned by a group 
chaired by a cousin of Saudi King Fahd. cancelled its 
contract in April in protest at the BBCs Panorama 
programme which alleged human rights abuses in Saudi 
Arabia. Newspapers in the Gulf had said the 10-year 
contract, signed in 1994 to transmit the BBC Arabic service 
television to the Middle East, was worth S100 million. 


Trial set for 3 in 
Asia bomb plot 


NEW YORK (AFP) — 
Three men including the 
alleged mastermind of the 
1993 World Trade Centre 
bopibmg, are due to go on 
trial here Monday in connec- 
tion with a plot to bomb U.S. 
jetliners on flights to Asia. 

Charged in the plot are 
Ramzi Ahmad Yousef, die 
accused leader of the plot to 
bomb New York’s largest 
buildings, Abdul Hakim 
Murad and Wali Khan Amin 
Shah. 

The three defendants .are 
followers of Sheikh Omar 
Abdul Rahman, who was 
convicted in January in a 
wide-ranging conspiracy to 
bomb New York City land- 
marks, including the United 
Nations. 

According to the indict- 
ment charging conspiracy to 
commit an offence against 
the United States, the three 
planned to place bombs on 11 
United and Northwest air- 
lines planes that would blow 
up over the Pacific Ocean. 

If convicted of the Federal 
charges, the three could face 
life in prison. 

Absent from the trial will 
be another named co- 
conspirator, Abdul Rahman 
Yassin, for whom the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI) is offering S2 million 
reward. 

“Their objective was to kill 
innocent American passen- 
gers," U.S. attorney Mary Jo 
White said after an indict- 
ment was issued in the case in 
December. “The crimes 
charged, in the indictment are 
drilling.” 

Jury selection was set to 
begin Monday in the cour- 
troom of Judge Kevin Duffy, 
who beard the case in which 
four people were sentenced 
in 1994 in the February 1993 


trade centre blast. Six people 
died in the attack. 

According to the indict- 
ment, Yousef placed a bomb 
on a Philippine airlines flight 
December 11, 1994, as . a 
“test." The explosion on the 
MamJa-Tokyo flight killed a 
Japanese passenger and in- 
jured 11 others. 

Yousef, who -was extra- 
dited by Pakistan in February 
1995, has also been charged 
with murder in foe Philip- 
pines but cannot be tried in 
1 absentia. He was accused of 
involvement in a plot to kill 
Pope John Paul n in Manila, 
but .those charges have been 
dropped. Yousef will face a 
separate trial here in 'connec- 
tion with the World Trade 
Center bombing. He was not 
present when four other de- 
fendants were tried. 

Muran was extradited by 
the Phfllippines last April, 
and Shah by Malaysia in De- 
cember. 

Youssef and Murad hold 
Pakistani passports, but con- 
sider themselves Palestinians, 
according to U.S. officials. 
Shah’s nationality is not cer- 
tain, officials said. 

The three defendants 
shared a Manila apartment 
where authorities" found 
documents including a com- 
puter disk with information 
on U.S. airline flights, 
according to the indictment. 

Other documents included 
a letter signed by the libera- 
tion army Fifth Battalion, the 
same found on documents 
discovered following the 
trade centre bombing. 

. Murad testified at a pre- 
liminary hearing Thursday 
that he was repeatedly tor- 
tured and beaten by his cap- 
tors who never identified 
themselves in an effort 
force him to confess. 
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Ex-soldier on trial in Egypt for ’spying’ for Israel 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A for- 
mer saOor accused of spying 
for Israel pleaded innocent 
Saturday, saying he only took 
money from Israeli agents to 
Ive him time to contact 
gyptian authorities. 

Abdul Malak AH Hamad, 
48, faces a life sentence on 
charges that he received 
$2,000 from Israel in ex- 
change for information on 
other Egyptian sailors. Mr. 
Hamad’s U-year service en- 
ded in 1987, but some of his 
collegues are Still in the navy, 
officials said. 

Police also said he tried io 
get information on Egyptian 
military installations, includ- 
ing a naval base at the 
Mediterranean port of Alex- 
andria and two air bases in the 
Nile Delta. He was spoked 
near all three, officials said. 


Police anested Mr. Hamad 
■on March 25, nearly three 
months after he was said to 
have returned from training 
in the Red Sea port of Eilat in 
Israel. Mr. Hamad acknow- 
ledged receiving money but 
said be did so only to give 
himself time to contact Egyp- 
tian authorities. 

He said he did not provide 
Israel any information. 

His dial was postponed to 
May 11. 

Although Egypt was the 
first Arab country to sign a 
peace ttwty with Israel in 
1979, relations remain cold, 
and Saturday’s case was die 
second espionage trial involv- 
ing Israel in two months. 

On April 14, an Egyptian 
court sentenced Amer Sal- 
man to life at hard labour for 
spying for Israel for 12 years. 


w The charge sheet against 
Mr. Hamad said that be- 

tw«en 1995 and 1996 he pn> 

vided Israeli Intelligence with . 
mformanon on the Egyptian 
navy, including the system of 
voluntary recruitment and 
the names of some comman- 
ders. 

He tola Israel where cer- 
tain military aims were based 

and what missions they arc 
assigned, it added. 

He agreed to gather in- 
formation on the naval and 
merchant marine ports in 
Alexandria, Mansoura milit- 
aqr airfield and Baqtarous air 
defence base in the Nile De- 
lta, it said. 

His Israeli contact, an in- 
telligence officer in F.'inf 

gave him $ 2^00 in cash and a 
Japanese wristwatch, it 


added. 

• Mr- Hamad told the milit- 
^7 prosecutor he first went 

to Israel m early 1995 to woric 
construction 
“^judicial sources said.- 
Mossad recruited him and 
8 *ve lnm seven months of 
°»ning in spying techniques. 

Mr. Hamed, a fether-of- 
^^Wjhe prosecutor he 
J3?®? raoney Mossad 
god him because fie hadnot 
work since his 
judicial sources 
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Mahathir hosts 
dinner for 1 2,000 

KUALA LUMPUR (R) 
Malaysia’s Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamad is hos- 
ting Saturday a sit-down 
dinner for 12-000 people, 
billed as one of the biggest 
io history, in celebration of 
the 50th anniversary of bis 

political party. The dinner 
was being held at the Putra 
World Trade Centre in 
Kuala Lumpur, where wor- 
kers set up 1,200 tables in 
nine meeting halls and 
other areas of the building, 
the national news agency 
Bemama said Two hun- 
dred cooks were preparing 
an elaborate menu includ- 
in° traditional favourites 
like beef in spicy coconut 
sauce, chicken curry, vari- 
ous kinds of seafood and . 
vegetables with coconut •? 
flavoured rice. Some 3,000 
chickens and 2,000 kg 
( 4,200 lb) each of meat, 
fish and vegetables will be 
served to celebrate the 
United Malays National 
Organisation anniversary. 
According to the Guinness 
Book of Records, the 
largest sit-down dinner, for 
18,000 diners, was held in 
Paris on August 18, 1889. 

2-year-old 
survives ride on 
car bumper 
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STEEPLE BUMPSTEAD, 
England (AFP) — A two- 
year-old boy clung to the 
back of his mother’s car for A 
more than five kilometres 
while she drove at speeds 
of up to 80 kilometres per 
hour unaware he was on 
board. Without his moth- 
er’s knowledge, Blake . 

nn * 

Whitney had clambered on 
tq the back of the four- 
^heel-drive vehicle before 
his mother Penny set off 
from her home in this 
southeastern English town. 
She only realised what was 
happening when another, 
car flagged her down. She 
later said Blake was so 
small that she had not spot- 
ted him in her rear-view 
' mirror as she drove off. She 
said when she lifted him 
from the back of the vehi- 
cle be was absolutely “ri- 
gid” and quickly fell asleep 
when placed in the 
seat. 

Supermodel sues 
French party over 
ads 
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PARIS (R) — Supermodel 
Linda Evangelista is suing 
France’s far-right National 
Front party for one milli on 
francs ($ 200 , 000 ) for using 
a picture of her as its hero- 
ine Joan Of Arc, her lawyer 
said. Jean-Paul Ravelec 
said Jean-Marie Le Pen’s 
anti-immigrant from had 
used the picture of Evange- 
lista without permission on 
min i-pos ters to advertise 
the party’s May Day rally 
m Pans in defiance of a 
court ruling last month .«9 
You can’t attach a politi- 
cal label to people nor use “ 
their image without per- 
mission," he said. “This 
one devalues the image of 
Linda Evangelista.” The 
doctored picture shows 
Evangelista dressed as 
Joan Of Arc. The 15th-cen- 
jyry saint, who led the 
French against English 
an pi fi s, is used by the front 
symbol. Evangelista’s 
demand for damages 
would be heard within 
rorae weeks by a court in 
;f sai 1 ? es » west of Paris/ 

Mr. Ravalec said. Last 
month, a court in Nanterre, 
west of Paris, ordered the 

80°mn tO f >ay Evangelista 
jw.uoq francs ($16,000), 

" er J?‘ te Modelling Agen- 
cy 40,000 francs ($8,000). 
and designer Karl Lager-, 
reld, who took the photo 2 ® 
80,000 francs 
(S 16,000) for using the pic- 
ture. Despite the ruling, 
picture of Evangelista 
Joan Of Arc showed 
again in the daily Minute 
National-Hebdo, both 
aose to the Front. 
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